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Abstract: Pulpectomy is the removal of the entire pulp tissue from a tooth necessary for advanced dental 

infections when saving it is no longer possible. 
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In the early days of dentistry, toothaches caused by inflamed and infected pulp (the soft tissue inside the 

tooth) were a serious problem. This required knowledge of the anatomy of the root canal.  If the damage 

wasn't too severe, dentists might try to preserve some pulp with procedures like pulp capping or pulpotomy. 

However, complete removal (pulpectomy) was necessary for more advanced infections. This required a 

specialized toolkit. Dentists developed a variety of instruments for it, different nerve needles, e.g., Corydon 

Palmer needle, and dilators (1). In 1911, Viggo Andresen introduced a radicometer measuring the length of 

the root canal (2). Instruments like Beutelrock and Gates drills were also part of the arsenal, and they were 

used to shape the canals for proper cleaning and filling. 

 

But cleaning wasn't just about instruments. Dentists also employed various solutions and chemicals. For 

example, they might wash the canals with Gottlieb's antiform (introduced in 1919) or other solutions like 

sulfuric acid. Disinfection was crucial, and dentists used various options like Walkoff's chlorophenol, 

Parreidt's solution, or Fryd's thymol solution. It's important to note that some even experimented with 

hydrochloric acid, although its safety was questionable. 

 

Once the canals were cleaned and disinfected, they needed to be sealed. This early era saw an array of 

experimental filling materials. In the 1860s, some dentists used natural materials like hickory wood 

(Suersen, 1864) or cotton wool soaked in creosote and wrapped in tinfoil. Waita also used gold foil in 1868. 

 

As techniques evolved, so did the filling materials. Cuttler (1869) opted for cotton wool dipped in ether, 

while Gliddon explored various options, including cotton wool, gold pins, and even catgut dipped in carbolic 

oil (used by Carl Sauer in 1877). One dentist, Walkoff, even experimented with a concoction of iodoform, 

chlorophenol, and alcohol in the early 1900s (3, 4). 
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Interestingly, there was even a debate about the timing of the filling. Some dentists believed the canals 

needed to dry completely before sealing, while others advocated immediate filling. This controversy raged 

for decades before the concept of immediate filling became the standard practice we know today. For a 

detailed review of the history of endodontics see (5) 

             

1. Fig. Root canal therapy as described in 1912. (Image from Ref. 6). 

2. Fig. Pulpotomia. Gustav Preiswerk Maggi 1903 
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