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14 February 1952. He attended the

l. Istvan (now St. Steven) Secondary
Grammar School specializing in mathematics.
He went on studying to the E6tvds Lorand
University (ELTE), where he received his
diploma in mathematics in 1975. He began
working at the Mathematical Research
Institute of the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences (HAS) (now Alfréd Rényi Institute of
Mathematics) as a scholarship holder, later
as a scientific associate. In 1980 he received
candidate’s (PhD) degree of the HAS and
in 1993 he became doctor of mathematical
sciences. In 1984 Laszl6 Lovasz invited him fo

J 6zsef Beck was born in Budapest on

the Department of Computer Science of ELTE,

where he worked as senior scientific associate
up to 1989. In the meantime in 1982 he spent
a half year at Stony Brook University in New
York and in 1984—85 he was research fellow
at Imperial College, London.

Since 1989 he has been working at the
Department of Mathematics of the
Rutgers-New Brunswick School of Arts and
Sciences, in 1990 he became professor, and
in 1991 he received the Harold H. Martin
Honorary Chair. Now he is distinguished
professor emeritus of mathematics.

His research interests are diophantine
approximation and uniform distribution
(number theory), probabilistic methods,

combinatorial games, combinatorial geometry.

His contributions to combinatorics include the
partial colouring lemma and the

Beck-Fiala Theorem in discrepancy theory, the
algorithmic version of the Lovasz local lemma,
the two extremes theorem in combinatorial
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B1952. februar 14-én. Az I. Istvan

(jelenleg Szent Istvan) Gimnaziumba
jart, matematika tagozatos osztalyba.
Az Ebtvos Lorand Tudomanyegyetemen
folytatta tanulmanyait, 1975-ben kapta
meg matematikusi diplomajat. Az MTA
Matematikai Kutato Intézetében (ma Rényi
Alfréd Matematikai Intézet) kezdett dolgozni
oszténdijasként, késébb tudomanyos
munkatarsként. 1980-ban kandidatusi
fokozatot szerzett, 1993-ban lett az MTA
matematikai tudomanyok doktora.
1984-ben Lovasz Laszlo hivasara atment az
ELTE Szamitdgép-tudomanyi Tanszékére, ahol
1989 januarjaig tudomanyos fémunkatarsként
dolgozott. Ekdzben 1982-ben fél évet toltott
New Yorkban a Stony Brook Egyetemen,
1984—85-ben pedig dsztdndijas kutatd volt a
londoni Imperial College-ban.
1989 &ta a Rutgers — New Jersey Allami
Egyetem Matematikai Intézetében dolgozik,
1990-ben professzor lett, majd 1991-ben
megkapta a Harold H. Martin Honorary
Chair-t. Jelenleg a matematika cimzetes
professzor emeritusa.
Kutatasi tertletei a diofantin kozelités és
az egyenletes eloszlas (szamelmélet), a
valdszinliségszamitas, a kombinatorikai jatékok
és a kombinatorikai geometria. Jelentds
eredmeényei t6bbek kozott a részleges szinezd
lemma, a Beck-Fiala tétel a diszkrepancia
elmélet tertletén, a Lovasz-féle lokalis lemma
algoritmikus valtozata, a két szélsé tétel a
kombinatorikus geometridban, a masodik
pillanat médszer a pozicionalis jatékok
elméletében.
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geometry and the second moment method in

the theory of positional games, among others.

He is the author/co-author of about 33 books
and nearly 100 papers — among others the
book Combinatorial Games, Tic-tac-Toe
Theory, Part of Encyclopedia of Mathematics
and its applications (2006). He is the co-
author, with W. L. Chen, of the pioneering
monograph Irregularities of Distribution

(Cambridge University Press, 1987). The book:

Equidistribution of Dynamical Systems was
published by World Scientific Publishing in
2020.

He attended a great number of international
conferences, He gave an invited talk

at the 1986 International Congress

of Mathematicians. In 2006 he was

Erd&s lecturer at the Einstein Institute of
Mathematics, the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem.

His recognitions include the Erdés Pal-

dij (1983), the Rényi-dij (1984), Akadémiai
Matematikus Dij (1984), and the Fulkerson
Prize (1985). He is honorary member of the
Alfred Rényi Institute.

In 2004 he was elected external member of
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in the
Section of Mathematical Sciences.

Contact

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
Hill Center for the Mathematical Sciences
110 Frelinghuysen Road

Piscataway, NJ 08854-8019

E-mail: jpbeck@rutgers.edu

Szerzoje/tarsszerzéje 33 kdnyvnek és

kdzel 100 tanulmanynak — tébbek kdzott:
Combinatorial Games, Tic-tac-Toe Theory,
Part of Encyclopedia of Mathematics and

its applications (2006). W. W. L. Chennel
kdzdsen irt uttord jelentdsegl konyvik, az
Irregularities of Distribution (Cambridge
University Press, 1987). Az Equidistribution of
Dynamical Systems cimu kényvét 2020-ban
jelentette meg a World Scientific Publishing.
Sok nemzetkdzi konferencia résztvevdje volt.
Meghivott eléadd volt az 1986-os Matematikus
Vilagkongresszuson (Diszkrét Matematika
Szekcio). 2006-ban Erdés Pal-eléadasokat
tartott a Jeruzsalemi Héber Egyetem Einstein
Matematikai Intézetében.

Elismerései kozott szerepel az

Erdds Pal-dij (1983), a Rényi-dij (1984),

az Akadémiai Matematikus Dij (1984) és a
Fulkerson-dij (1985). Tiszteleti tagja a Rényi
Alfréd Intézetnek.

2004-ben a Magyar Tudomanyos Akadémia
kllsd tagjava valasztottdk a Matematikai
Tudomanyok Osztalyaban.
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