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I t  is alw ays a  sad  d u ty  to  b id  fa rw e ll to  a  person  w ho h a s  le f t so deep im pressions 
in  th e  w orld rem ain ing  behind. The m o re  d ifficu lt i t  is to  p a y  o n e ’s la s t respects to  som e- 
b o d y  w ho has e rec ted  a  life-work o u t o f  c le a r-cu t b ricks o f  excellen t sc ien tific  resu lts . B u t 
th e  m o s t d ifficu lt fo r a ll fo r one is to  w r i te  th e  o b itu a ry  o f  a  scho lar w ho  w orked  in  a  field  
so close to  one’s ow n as Mlle Marcelle L a lo u  did.

A ll o f us w ho knew  her sch o la rly  career h ave  a lw ays ta k e n  g re a t in te re s t in  th e  
w o rk s com ing from  h e r  pen . She w orked  in  close coopera tion  w ith  such  scholars as P e llio t, 
P rz y lu sk i, B aco t a n d  she  h ad  an  im p o r ta n t  role in  m a in ta in in g  th e  g re a t fam e o f  th e  
P a r is ia n  school o f T ib e to lo g y  a fte r th e  d e a th  o f  h e r  colleagues. I n  1927, a s  a  fo rm er p u p il o f 
S y lv a in  L evy  and  J a q u e s  B acot, she w ro te  h e r  d ip lom e-w ork on  th e  iconog raphy  o f  th e  
p a in te d  m ateria ls  (p a ta ) in  th e  M a n ju ér ïm u la ka lp a .1 Ico n o g rap h y  w as also la te r  a  field  o f 
h e r  special in te re s t.2 3 C om ing in to  close c o n ta c t  w ith  T ib e tan  te x ts  she w as one o f  th e  f i r s t  
sch o la rs  to  devote  th o ro u g h  a tten tio n  to  th e  T ib e tan  version  o f  th e  P ra jnäpäram itä3 and  
la te ly  h a d  m uch  to  sa y  a b o u t the T u n -h u a n g  versions o f  th e  sam e w o rk .4 W ork ing  in  th e  
rich  F onds  o f th e  B ib lio th èq u e  N a tio n a le  she  gave ind ispensab le  too ls in to  o u r h an d s . 
H e r  Catalogue on  th e  M do-m an  sec tion5 is a  w ork  o f reference w e use  every  d a y  an d  
w e sim ila rly  tu rn  f re q u e n tly  to  her R eperto ire  to  C ord ier’s T a n ju r-ca ta lo g u e .6 7 B u t  th e  
m o s t im p o rta n t he lp  fo r those  who are  in te re s te d  in  T ib e tan  philo logy , h is to ry , lingu istics, 
a n d  paleo g rap h y  are  th e  th ree  volum es o f  th e  Inven ta ire7 o f th e  T u n -h u an g  collection  o f  th e  
B ib lio th èq u e  N a tiona le . O nly  those w ho w o rk ed  w ith  these h igh ly  im p o r ta n t b u t  ex trem ly  
d if f ic u lt te x ts  can  tru ly  esteem  th e  w o rk  accom plished  b y  M110 M arcelle L alou .

B eing fam iliar w ith  th e  Old T ib e ta n  te x ts  w ork ing  w ith  th e m  d a ily  as she d id  th ro u g h  
a  life tim e , she chose som e o f th e  m o s t in te re s tin g  specim ens an d  p re sen ted  th e m  w ith  
sch o la rly  m odesty  an d  c lea r terseness. L i t t l e  frag m en ts  and  len g th y  te x ts  equally  gave  h e r  
th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  d isco v er im p o rtan t fa c ts  o f th e  early  h is to ry  o f T ib e tan  B u d d h ism .8

1 Cf. Iconographie des étoffes peintes {p a ta )  dans le M a n ju s r ïm u la k a lp a : B u d d h ic a  I. ser.VI (1930), 116 p.
3 Notes sur la décoration des monastères bouddhiques à propos d’un livre récent de M. Goloubew: R e v u e  des  

A r t s  A s ia t iq u e s  V  pp. 183-185, Mythologie indienne et peintures de Hautes-Asie I. Le dieu bouddhique de la Fortune: 
A r t .  As. 1946, pp. 97 — 111, Trois aspects de la peinture bouddhique: A n n u a i r e  de V I n s t i tu t  d e  p h ilo lo g ie  et d 'h is to ir e  
o r ie n ta le s  I I I  (1935), pp. 245 — 261 etc.

3 La version tibétaine des P r a jn ä p ä r a m itä :  J A  1929, pp. 87 — 102.
4 Les manuscrits tibétains des grandes P r a jn ä p ä r a m i tä  trouvés à Touen-houang: S i lv e r  J u b i le e  V o lu m e  o f  the  

Z in b u n  K a g a k u  K e n k y u s y o , Kyoto University 1954, pp. 259 — 261.
5 Catalogue du fonds tibétain de la Bibliothèque Nationale. IVe partie, I. Les m d o -m a n , Paris 1931.
° Répertoire du Tanjur d’après le catalogue de P. Cordier, Paris 1933.
7Inventaire des manuscrits tibétains de Touen-houang conservés à la Bibliothèque Nationale. Fonds Peiliot 

tibétain I - I I I ,  Paris 1939-1961.
8 Notes de mythologie bouddhique. 2. Les R g y u d - s u m - p a  manuscrits de Touen-houang: H J  A S  I I I  (1938), pp. 

128 — 156, Document tibétain sur l’expansion du D h y ä n a  chinois: J A  1939, pp. 505—523. Four notes on V a j r a p â n i : 
A d y a r  L ib r a r y  B u lle t in  XX (1956) pp. 287 — 293. A la recherche du V id y â d h a r a p ita k a . Le cycle du S u b â h u k a p a -  
rip r c c h â - ta n tr a :  S tu d ie s  i n  In d o lo g y  a n d  B u d d h o lo g y ,\9 b b , pp. 68 — 72. Preface to F. A. Bischoff, Ä r y a  m a h ä b a la -n ä m a -
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L ook ing  deeper th a n  th e  su rfa c e  o f  th e  w orld  o f  canon ica l B u d d h ism , she d iscovered th e  
e v e ry d a y  life, th e  w orld  o f  p o p u la r  beliefs, th e  chang ing  kaleidoscope o f  fo lk-relig ion.9 
She kn ew  th e  g rea t va lue  o f  th e  early  B o n -tex ts  a n d  pub lish ed  one o f  th e i r  m o s t in te res tin g  
p iece .10 F o lk-m edicine,11 th e  beliefs o f th e  w ay s  o f  d e a th 12 th e  th em e  o f  th e  b isexual 
d e itie s13 a re  only som e o f  th e  to p ics  to  w hich she  b ro u g h t h e r  excep tio n a l e rud ition .

H e r  book on th e  re lig io n s o f T ib e t14 gives ev e ry b o d y  in te re s ted  a  usefu ll in troduc- 
tio n  in to  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  re lig ious life o f th e  L a n d  o f  Snow.

B ein g  a  p a r  excellence  philologue she w as d ev o ted  to  a ll questio n s necessary  to  th e  
in te rp re ta tio n  of th e  o ld  T ib e ta n  te x ts . She d iscussed  prob lem s o f th e  o ld  tib e la n  language11• 
d e a lt  w ith  th e  m ost a n c ie n t ro lls found in  T u n -h u a n g 16 an d  p u b lish ed  a n  in te re s tin g  te x t  
on  th e  ea rly  B u d d h ist l ib r a ry  o f  th e  tim e  o f  k in g  K h ri-s ro n  L d e -b can .17 T he  h is to rian s 
o f  th e  social s tru c tu re  o f  th e  old T ib e tan  soc ie ty  also received  v a lu ab le  source m ate ria ls  
p lace d  a t  th e ir  d isposal b y  M lle L alou .18

She w as engaged in  teach in g , th e  le a s t sp ec tacu la r p a r t  o f  sc ien tific  a c tiv ity  w here 
e ffo rts  a n d  resu lts a re  w r i t te n  on ly  in to  th e  m em o ry  o f p u p ils  a n d  i t  is le f t to  chance 
w h e th e r  th e y  fall th ro u g h  o r  a re  re ta in ed  in  th e  sieve o f th e  fo llow ers’ m ind . B u t judg ing  
fro m  th e  success o f h e r  p u p ils  h e r  long w ork  as  D irecteur d ’études on  th e  Ecole P ratique des 
H autes  E tudes  w as re a lly  v e ry  fru itfu l. She k e p t im prov ing  h e r  M anual o f  C lassical 
T ib e ta n 19 and  th is w ork  h a s  becam e a  usefu l a id  in  th e  te ac h in g  o f  T ib e tan  in  un iversities 
a ll o v e r  th e  world.

F ro m  th e  b eg in n in g  she shared  th e  w o rk  an d  la te r  th e  re sponsib ility  o f ed iting  
o f  th e  fam ous B ibliographie B ouddhique .2° F ro m  th e  3rd  volum e she signed i t  to g e th e r w ith  
J .  P rz y lu sk i and  fro m  1949 she h ad  to  u n d e r ta k e  th e  ta s k  o f  th e  ed ition  sing lehanded . 
T h is  series gives m ore t h a n  i ts  ti t le  su g g es ts . E v e ry b o d y  w ork ing  on  th e  v arious prob lem s 
co n n ec ted  w ith  th e  co u n tr ie s , languages a n d  cu ltu res  o f  th e  B u d d h is t w orld  c a n  fin d  a 
u se fu l a id  and  a  sch o la rly  d o cu m en ta tio n  in  th e  32 vo lum es h i th e r to  p u b lished . A nd  th is  
is d u e  in  no sm all m e a su re  to  th e  organising  ab ility , w ide-rang ing  in te re s t an d  indefa- 
tig u a b le  w ork o f M״e L a lo u .

A s th e  ed ito r o f  th e  Jo u rn a l A sia tique, b e tw een  th e  y ea rs  1950 a n d  1966, she m ad e  
g re a t  e ffo rts  to  keep th e  p ro file  o f th is  jo u rn a l in  i ts  fo rm er sh a rp .

She w as ch eva lie r o f  th e  Legion o f  H o n o u r.

m a h ä y ä n a s u tr a  (Paris 1956) pp. IX  — XII.Sutra du bodhisattva ״ Roi de la loi” : J A  1961, pp. 321 — 332, La version 
tibétaine du R a tn a k u ta . Contribution à  la bibliographie du Kanjur: J A  1927, pp. 233 —259, Un traité de magie boudd- 
bique: É tu d e s  d ’o r ien ta lism e  p u b l .  p a r  le M u sée  O u im e t à  la  m é m o ire  de  R a y m o n d e  L in o s s ie r , Paris 1932, pp. 303 — 
322 and many other items.

8 Notes à propos d’une amulette de Touen-houang: M é la n g e s  c h in o is  et b o u d d h iq u e s  IV (1936), pp. 135 — 149, 
Documents de Touen-houang. I . Deux prières de caravaniers tibétains, II. Croix tournantes, I II . Écriture tibétaine 
verticale: M éla n g es  c h in o is  e t b o u d d h iq u e s  V III (1947), pp. 217 — 226, with Przyluski, Récits populaires et contes boud- 
dhiques: J A  1936, pp. 177 — 191 etc.

10 Rituel bon-po  des funérailles royales (Fonds Pelliot tibétain 1042), JA  1952 pp. 339—361.
11 Le culte des Naga et la thérapeutique: JA  1935, pp. 1 — 19, Texte médical tibétain: J A  1941 — 1942, pp. 209 —

211.
12 Les chemins du m ort dans les croyances de Haute-Asie: R e v u e  de  l ’h is to ire  des  re lig io n s  1949, pp. 42 — 118, 

Le thème des dieux bisexuels et celui des plantes herbacées dans les légendes de la Race solaire: B E F E O  XLIV, pp. 
577-580 .

11 Les religions du Tibet, Paris 1957.
15 Tibétain ancien B o d / B o n : J A  1953, pp. 275 —276. Together with J . Przyluski: Le d a  d rag  tibétain: B S O S  

V II (1953), pp. 87-89.
10 Cf. also her L ittérature tibétaine in: H is to ir e  d es  l i t té ra tu re s , Paris 1955, pp. 1119 — 1139.
17 Les textes bouddhiques au temps du roi K h r i- s r o f i  L d e -b c a n : J A  1953, pp. 313 — 353.
12 Fiefs, poisons et guérisseurs. Manuscrits de H aute Asie conservés à  la Bibliothèque Nationale de Paris 

(fonds Pelliot) JA  1958 : 2, pp. 157 — 201, Revendications des fonctionnaires du Grand Tibet au V IIIe siècle: J A  
1955, pp. 171-212.

18 Manuel élémentaire de tibétain classique. Méthode empirique, Paris 1950.
2 ° The first three volumes appeared as parts of the second series of B u d d h ic a  in 1930, 1931 and 1933 respec- 

tivelly. Here Lalou was secretary to the C o m ité  de  p a tr o n a g e . From volume I I I  (1934) the serial became independent.
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H ungarian  T ibe to logu ists  ow e sp ec ia l th a n k s  to  h e r  helpfu lness. W ith  h e r  a lw ays 
o b lig ing  readiness o n  severa l occasions sh e  m ade  i t  possib le  for u s to  use b y  m icro film  th e  
T ib e ta n  original te x t s  o f  th e  B ib lio th èq u e  N a tiona le . O ur co llabo ra tion  w as also m a rk e d  
b y  th e  fac t th a t  sh e  p re sen ted  one o f  h e r  p a p e rs  in  o u r jo u rn a l.21

Loosing in  h e r  a  good scholar w e a re  a ll convinced th a t  h e r  m em o ry  w ill be  im m o rta - 
liz ed  b y  her w orks.

A . Rôna-Tas

21 Notes d’onomastique 'A za: Acta Orient. Hung. XV (1962), 207 — 209.
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