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I .  I .  L o m a k i n a , M arzan  S a ra v . I z d . Izo- 
b ra z ite ljn o e  Issk u stv o , M oskva 1974, 192 
p . W ith  136 ill.

T he s tu d y  o f  th e  h is to ry  o f  M ongolia 
is one o f  th e  m ost in te re s tin g  a d v e n tu re s  
fo r a  h is to r ia n . E v en  m ore  fa s c in a tin g  is 
th e  h is to ry  o f  a  p a in te r  w hose life a n d  life- 
w ork  re f le c ts  an  in te restin g  a s p e c t o f  th is 
h is to ry  a n d  m om entous ch an g es  co n n ec ted  
w ith  it . T he  oeuvre o f th e  M ongolian  p a in te r  
M ard zan  S h arav , S h a rav  th e  «Funny- 
m aker» , h a s  n o t been k n o w n  b ey o n d  th e  
b o rd e rs  o f  M ongolia befo re  1957. T h a t 
y e a r  m em b ers o f a  H u n g a r ia n  e x p ed itio n  
d iscovered  th e  p a in tin g s p a r t ly  a t  a n  exhi- 
b it io n  in  th e  C en tra l M useum  o f  U la n  Ba- 
to r ,  p a r t ly  in  th e  old P a lace -M useum  o f  th e  
fo rm er B ogdo-gegen. (Cf. A . R öna-T aS , 
P o sledam  koSemiikov, M oscow  1964, pp . 
222 — 226, o rig inal H u n g a rian  1961.) T here 
is sca rce ly  a n y  li te ra tu re  on  S h a ra v , a p a r t  
fro m  a  few  a rtic les  m o s tly  in  unaccessib le  
M ongolian  new spapers an d  jo u rn a ls . I t  is 
th e re fo re  a  g re a t m e r it o f  I .  I .  L o m ak in a  
t h a t  she dev o ted  a  d e ta iled  m o n o g rap h  
to  th is  p a in te r  im p o rta n t n o t  o n ly  fo r  th e  
h is to ry  o f  M ongolian a r t ,  b u t  a lso  fo r th e  
u n iv e rsa l h is to ry  o f  a r ts .

S h a ra v , bo rn  a b o u t 1869 in  a  poor 
n o m ad  fam ily , w as a d m itte d  in  h is  ea rly  
ch ildhood  to  a  p rov incia l m o n a s te ry  w here 
th e  lam as soon becam e aw are  o f  h is  ta le n t 
a n d  ta u g h t  h im  th e  e lem en ts  o f  d raw in g  
L a m a is t ikons. B u t he soon  le f t  th e  pro- 
v ince  an d  w en t to  th e  c a p ita l o f  M ongolia. 
T hese w ere  th e  la s t decades o f  th e  M ongo- 
lian  «Middle Ages». T he th e o c ra tic -fe u d a l 
sy s tem  o f  soc ie ty  m e t w ith  th e  acce le ra tin g  
d ev e lo p m en ts  o f th e  o u te r  w o rld . The 
g re a t c o n tra s ts  o f  th e  old a n d  th e  new  
w ere m ore  p e rcep tib le  in  th e  c a p ita l  w here 
th e  Bogdo-gegen, th e  head  o f  th e  M ongolian  
L a m a is t h ie ra rch y  ru led . T h e  y o u n g  boy 
jo ined  th e  m onographers o f  th e  g re a t 
m o n as te rie s  w ith o u t, how ever, underg o in g  
th e  u su a l lam a is t ed u ca tio n . H e  le a r n t  th e  
s t r ic t  ru le s  o f  lam ais t ico n o g ra p h y  and  
ea rn ed  h is  liv ing  b y  m ak in g  re lig o u s  p a in t-  
ings. W ith  h is n a tiv e  ta le n t h e  soon  m ade

«E ight», th e  M ongolian nam e o f  th e  sam e 
peop le  in  th e  K obdo  basin .

,The C hinese re p o r t on  th e  N a im an  d a te s  
fro m  th e  period  o f th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  T u rk ic  
peop les w hen  th e  collapse o f  th e  E a s te rn  
T u rk ish  E m p ire  w as follow ed b y  th e  sub- 
o rd in a tio n  o f  th e  big O ghuz-U ighur tr ib e s  
to  th e  C hinese (627 — 652 A .D .). D ip lom at- 
ica l co n n ec tio n s w ith  th e  Chinese o f  th e  
f a r  N o rth -W e s t w as m ade o n ly  possib le  b y  
th e  decline  a n d  fall o f T u rk ish  pow er in  
th e  N o rth e rn  p a r t  o f C en tra l A sia.

T he  C hinese, as i t  w as o bserved  b y  
Z uev , re p o r t  l i tt le  a f te r  627 — 652 A .D . 
in  652 — 657 A .D .) from  a n o th e r  *N jem  
tu y luq  k ü l ir k in  (w ith o u t th e  nam e  Y im ä k  
a n d  w ith  a  n u m b er of v a r ia n t read in g s fo r 
*Nj:em: m o d . N ên , L a n , L a i) , w ho also 
lived  in  th e  K o b d o  basin .

A s to  G ard iz i’s re p o r t on  th e  T a ta r  
(i.e . M ongolian) orig in  o f th e  K im ä k , w e 
no  longer consider i t  as a  legend , b u t  w e 
a c c e p t i t  a t  p re se n t as a  h is to ric a l re p o r t, 
d a tin g  fro m  a b o u t 750 A .D . w h ich  b ea rs  
in  i ts  p re s e n t fo rm  tr a i ts  o f  th e  fo lk-lore 
a s  w ell (cf.: «Gardîzï on the H is to ry  o f 
C entral A s ia  750— 780 A .D .» : A c ta  O rient. 
H u n g . X X V II , 1972, p p . 2 5 7 -2 6 7 ) .  W e 
m u s t, co n seq u en tly , d a te  th e  K im ä k  
m ig ra tio n  fro m  th e  W est o f  th e  K o b d o  
b a s in  an d  th e  ne ighbou ring  p a r t s  o f  th e  
A lta i-m o u n ta in s  to  th e  I r t is h  r iv e r  l i t t le  
befo re  750 A .D . W ith in  a  sh o r t tim e  th is  
m ig ra tio n  o f  th e  K im äk  w as follow ed b y  
t h a t  o f  th e  Q ypëaq  tr ib e  o f  th e  K im ä k  
fro m  th e  I r t i s h  reg ion  to  th e  E a s te rn  side 
o f  th e  U ra l m o u n ta in s . A b o u t 800. A .D . 
th is  w as follow ed b y  th e  ap pearence  o f  th e  
K im ä k  in  th e  S ou th , on  th e  low er reach es  
o f  th e  S y r-D a rja .

T hese s h o r t  rem ark s, w h ich  w ill be  
d e a lt  w ith  in  th e  n ea r fu tu re , h ad  th e  a im  
to  p o in t  to  som e open p rob lem s o f K im ä k  
h is to ry . T h ey  will by  no m ean s  d im in ish  
K u m e k o v ’s m e r it  w ho as a  yo u n g  rep res- 
e n ta t iv e  o f  A .N . K ono n o v ’s an d  S.G . K ljaê- 
to r n y j’s L en in g rad  T urkological school 
pe rfo rm ed  ex ce llen t w ork  in  p u b lish in g  
h is v a lu ab le  «G osudarstvo K im akov» .

K . Czeglédy
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kegür  a n d  a  u n iq u e  series o f  illu s tra tio n s  
for a  t r a n s la t io n  o f D efoe’s R o b in so n  C ru- 
soe.

L o m a k in a ’s m onograph  gives a  b a lan c ed  
su rv e y  o f  th e  life an d  a c tiv ity  o f  S h arav . 
L iv in g  fo r  a  long  tim e  in  M ongolia she 
cou ld  o b ta in  h ith e rto  n o t u sed  a rch iv a l 
m a te r ia l, d iscovered  long fo rg o tte n  new s- 
p a p e r  a r t ic le s  an d  h ad  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
in te rv ie w  o ld  people w ho s till h a d  recol- 
le c tio n  o f  S h a ra v  w ho died  in  1939. These 
new  fa c ts  a n d  reflec tions a re  th e  m o s t 
v a lu ab le  p a r t s  o f  th e  w ork . H e r  d e ta iled  
d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  m a jo r p a in tin g s  w ill 
serve  a s  a  re liab le  source fo r fu r th e r  stud ies . 
T he n u m e ro u s  illu s tra tio n s  g ive  a  good 
c ro ss-sec tio n  o f  th e  lifew ork o f  th e  m as te r. 
I t  is o n ly  to  be reg re tted  t h a t  th e  color 
re p ro d u c tio n s  do  n o t ren d er e x a c tly  th e  
colors o f  th e  orig inal. S ince h ow ever colo- 
rise  do  n o t  p la y  a n  im p o r ta n t ro le in  
S h a ra v ’s a r t  th is  is n o t to o  d is tu rb in g . 
N ev e rth e le ss  i t  w ould be d esirab le  to  
p u b lish  a n  a lb u m  o f S h a rav ’s e n tire  w ork  
w ith  a p p ro p r ia te  techn ique. I t  w ill be a 
la te r  ta s k  o f  scho lars to  com pare  S h a ra v ’s 
gen re  p a in t in g s  w ith  sim ilar w orks know n 
fro m  th e  M ongolian  te rrito rie s . I  w ould  
h ere  o n ly  re fe r  to  th e  severa l M olon  to y in  
i l lu s tra tio n s  in  MSS k e p t in  L e n in g ra d , 
C op en h ag en , B u d ap es t an d  o th e r  lib ra rie s  
o r to  th e  p a in tin g s  o f th e  C h a h a r L odo i, 
an d  to  g en re -p a in tin g s  k e p t in  th e  M useum  
o f  S c h e u t (B elgium ). A n  e th n o g rap h ica l 
e v a lu a tio n  o f  S h a rav ’s w orks is also an  
u rg e n t ta s k .

W e a re  d eep ly  in deb ted  to  th e  a u th o r  
fo r m a k in g  th e  in te rn a tio n a l sch o la rly  
w orld  a c q u a in te d  w ith  an  a r t i s t  o f  w orld  
s ign ificance .

A . R ôn a -T a s

M . M e t z g e r , L a  Haggada enlum inée . I .  
L e id en  1973, X X IX  +  518 p . +  L X X X I I I  
T afe ln . (E tu d es  sur le Ju da ïsm e M édiéval. 
IL )

A llü b e ra ll in  der W elt g ib t  es zah l- 
re iche  H ag g ad a -H a n d sc h rif te n  in  öffen t- 
liehen  S am m lu n g en  und  P r iv a th ä n d e n .

h is  fa m e  an d  w hen th e  d e m a n d  to  регре- 
tu a t e  th e  p o r tra its  th e  le a d in g  figures o f 
h is  t im e  increased  he  o b ta in e d  o rders to  
p a in t  p o r t r a i t s  even  o f  th e  B ogdo-gegen 
a n d  h is  w ife. T his second  g ro u p  o f  S h a rav ’s 
p a in t in g s  is o f special in te re s t .  D eeply  
ro o te d  in  th e  old B u d d h is t iconog raph ie  
t r a d i t io n  h e  found h im se lf c o n fro n te d  w ith  
th e  ta s k  o f  p a in tin g  in d iv id u a ls  in s tead  o f 
im p e rso n a l B uddhas. A t th e  sam e  tim e  th e  
n ew  te c h n iq u e  o f p h o to g ra p h y  becam e 
k n o w n  in  U rg a  w hich a p p a re n t ly  g rea tly  
im p re ssed  th e  a r t is t .  I n  consequence  he 
p ro d u c e d  a  new  s ty le  w h ich  is unprece- 
d e n te d  in  th e  h is to ry  o f  a r t .

T h e  m o s t im p o rta n t o f  S h a ra v ’s w orks 
o f  in te rn a t io n a l value a re  h is  n a rra tiv e  
p a in t in g s . H e  se t h im  th e  ta s k  to  record  
th e  t o t a l i ty  o f M ongolian life . I n  a  m an n er 
v e ry  m u c h  rem in iscen t o f  B ru e g h e l’s sty le  
he  p a in te d  g re a t p an n o s, su c h  a s  «One d ay  
o f  th e  Mongols», «The kum yss-feast» , 
a n d  «The G reen P alace» . T h ese  p a in tin g s  
a re  in ex h au s tib le  sources fo r M ongolian 
e th n o g ra p h y  (for m ore d e ta ils , see m y  
p a p e r  T h e  birth o f m odern M ongolian  
anthropology in  M ongolia: T h e  M ongolia  
S o cie ty  B u lle tin  X I :  1, 1972, p p .  5 —12.) 
I n  th e  scenes he p a in te d  n o t  o n ly  alm ost 
a ll d e ta i ls  o f  th e  m a te r ia l c u ltu re ,  custom s, 
r i tu a ls ,  a n im a l keep ing  a n d  a g ric u ltu re  b u t 
a t  th e  sam e  tim e a  lo t o f  s a t ir ic a l  touches, 
m a k in g  fu n  o f th e  w eaknesses  a n d  foibles 
o f  h is  c o m p a tr io ts  can  be fo u n d  in  h is  w orks 
— h e n c e  h is  n icknam e th e  «F unny-m aker» .

A f te r  th e  rev o lu tio n  o f  1921 h e  go t a  
jo b  in  th e  f i r s t  M ongolian p u b lish in g  house. 
P re s u m a b ly  he to o k  p a r t  in  design ing  
p o li tic a l p o s te rs  p r in te d  th e n  in  P e tro g ra d . 
H is  d a ily  w ork  w as to  i l lu s tr a te  th e  new  
M o n g o lian  new spapers. H e  designed  th e  
f i r s t  M ongolian  b an k -n o te s , il lu s tra ted  
sch o o l-b o o k s and  re tu rn e d  a lso  to  p o rtra it-  
p a in t in g . H is  L e n in -p o r tra it  is in te re s tin g  
b e c a u se  i t  shows a  s tro n g  in flu en ce  o f 
c o n te m p o ra ry  R u ssian  p o s te r-s ty le , p re- 
s e rv in g  a t  th e  sam e tim e  th e  e lem en ts  o f 
th e  o ld  M ongolian d e c o ra t iv e  heritage . 
A m o n g  h is  la s t w orks a re  i l lu s tra t io n s  m ade 
fo r th e  M ongolian fab le -co llec tio n  S iddhitii
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