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The Migration and Landtaking of
the Magyars

Th e  o r ig in s  a n d  th e  m ig ra t io n  o f  th e  
H u n g a r ia n s  h a s  b e e n , s in c e  m ed iev a l 

tim es, a  p a s s io n a te ly  d e b a te d  q u e s t io n  
a n d  n o t  o n ly  a m o n g  H u n g a r ia n s . In  th e  
la s t c e n tu ry  it b e c a m e  g e n e ra l ly  a c c e p te d  
th a t  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  th e  H u n g a r ia n s  p e r ­
ta in s  to  th e  U ralic  lin g u is tic  fam ily. It 
fo rm ed, to g e th e r  w ith  V ogul a n d  O styák , 
th e  U gric b ra n c h  o f  th e  F in n o -U g ric  la n ­
g u a g e s . T h is  is  d is p u te d  o n ly  b y  d ile t­
ta n te s . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , w h e n  th e  H u n ­
g a ria n s  a p p e a r  in  w r it te n  s o u r c e s  th e y  n o t 
o n ly  fe a tu re  a s  T u rk s, b u t  a r e  e x p re s s ly  
ca lled  so . A lm o s t tw o  h u n d re d  y e a rs  a fte r  
th e  la n d ta k in g , in  1074 th e  B y zan tin e  
E m p ero r M ich ae l VII D u k a s  s e n t  a  c ro w n  
to  th e  th e n  .n ew  H u n g a r ia n  King G éza  I. 
T he c ro w n , th e  lo w e r p a r t  o f  th e  H oly 
C row n, n o w  in  th e  N a tio n a l M u seu m , 
b e a rs  th e  G re e k  in s c r ip t io n  Jeuvitsa the 
faithfiil king o f the Turks. T h e  H u n g a ria n s  
a re  ca lled  T u rk s  in  s e v e ra l o th e r  B y zan tin e  
a n d  A rabic s o u r c e s  fro m  th e  9 th  c e n tu ry
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o n . In o th e r  s o u r c e s  th ey  a re  c a lle d  U ngri, 
H u n g ar, Ugri, B a sh k ir  o r  ev en  H u n s , A vars 
o r  S c y th ian s . T h is  g re a t v a rie ty  o f  n a m e s  
is  in  c o n tr a s t  w ith  h o w  th e  H u n g a r ia n s  
n a m e d  th e m s e lv e s . W e h av e  d a ta  o n  th e  
fa c t th a t  th e  H u n g a r ia n s  ca lled  th e m se lv e s  
M ag y ars  a t  le a s t  s in c e  th e  8 th  c e n tu ry , b u t 
th is  h a s  u n d o u b te d ly  b e e n  th e ir  s e l f  d e n o ­
ta t io n  s in c e  m u c h  e a r lie r  tim es . T h e  se lf­
n o m in a tio n  magyar is  o f  F in n o -U g ric  o r i­
g in . It c o n s is ts  o f  tw o  p a rts . T h e  f irs t p a r t 
magy- g o e s  b a c k  to  a n  e a r lie r  fo rm  mans, 
w h ic h  is  id e n tic a l w ith  Manysi, th e  n a m e  
o f  th e  V ogu ls, n o w  living in  W e ste rn  
S iberia , a n d  w ith  Mos, th e  n a m e  o f  o n e  o f  
th e  tw o  m a in  g r o u p s  o f  th e ir  re la tiv e s , th e  
O sty ak s . T h e  s e c o n d  p a rt, w h ic h  s o u n d e d  
e a r l ie r  er, is  a ls o  a n  e th n ic  n a m e , w ith  th e  
m e a n in g  "m an , c re a tu re "  a n d  w a s  th e  n a m e  
o f  a n o th e r  U gric g ro u p . F ro m  th e  tw o  
g ro u p s  w ith  F in n o -U g ric  n a m e s  a n d  la n ­
g u a g e s  w a s  fo rm e d  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  H u n ­
g a r ia n s  mans+er >magy+er > magyer 
(th is  fo rm , la c k in g  th e  vow el h a rm o n y , is 
r e c o rd e d  u n til th e  1 3 th  cen tu ry ) >  magyar. 
In  a  le c tu re  g iv en  in  1984 a t  th e  A cad em y  
o f  R h e in -W e stfa len , I c o n c lu d e d  th a t  a t  th e  
tim e  o f  th e  la n d ta k in g  th e  H u n g a r ia n s  
w e re  a  p e o p le  w h o  sp o k e  a  F in n o -U g ric  
la n g u a g e , b u t  h a d  a  T u rk ic  w ay  o f  life.

W ith o u t g o in g  in to  th e  d e e p e r  p a s t  w e  
c a n  s u m m a riz e  th e  ea rly  h is to ry  o f  th e  
H u n g a r ia n s  a s  fo llo w s:
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T he a n c e s to r s  o f  th e  H u n g a ria n s  s e p a ­
ra te d  fro m  th e  o th e r  Ugric s p e a k in g  p e o p le  
a b o u t  8 0 0 -5 0 0  B.C. T hey lived fo r a  s h o r t ­
e r  p e rio d  in  th e  v ic in ity  o f th e  a n c e s to r s  o f  
th e  P ro to -P e rm ia n  p eo p le , w h ich  is  re f le c t­
e d  in  a  few  b u t  in te re s tin g  b o rro w in g s  
fro m  th e  e a r ly  la n g u a g e  c o m m o n  to  p re ­
s e n t  Z u ry en  a n d  V otyak. At th o s e  tim e s  
th e y  w e re  a lr e a d y  a  peo p le  w h ic h  c u lt iv a t­
e d  th e  la n d  a n d  b re d  an im als , w h ile  th ey  
a lso  e n g a g e d  in  m o u n te d  h u n tin g , a n d  
fish ing . In  a  p e r io d  o f  a b o u t th o u s a n d  
y e a rs  th e y  h a d  c lose  c o n ta c ts  w ith  
Iran ian s , w h ic h  is  re flec ted  in  th e  v o c a b u ­
lary  o f  th e  H u n g a r ia n  lan g u ag e . S o m e  e le ­
m e n ts  o f  a g r ic u ltu re  an d  a n im a l h u s b a n d ry  
w e re  le a rn t f ro m  th e s e  Iran ian  g r o u p s  o n  
th e  W este rn  s id e  o f  th e  Ural m o u n ta in s .

H u n g a ria n  s c h o la rs  su ch  a s  N ém eth , 
B árczi a n d  L igeti c la im ed  th a t  th e  H u n ­
g a ria n s  lived  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  o th e r  
U grian  p e o p le  in  W est S iberia. T h is  cla im  
w a s  b a se d  o n  a  sm a ll n u m b e r o f  e ty m o lo ­
g ies  w h ic h  a d m itte d ly  w ere  b o rro w e d  in to  
P ro to -U g rian  fro m  Turkic. If th e s e  e ty m o lo ­
g ies  w o u ld  b e  accep tab le , th ey  c o u ld  have  
b e e n  b o rro w e d  o n ly  in  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  
o f  th e  o r ig in a l h o m e la n d  o f  th e  T u rk s , th a t  
is  in  W est S ib e r ia . A th o ro u g h  c h e c k in g  o f  
th e se  e ty m o lo g ie s  sh o w s th ey  d o  n o t  s u p ­
p o rt th e s e  c la im s . S om e o f  th e s e  e ty m o lo ­
g ies  a re  s im p ly  w ro n g , a s  H (u n g a rian ) hód 
"beaver” — T(urkic) kunduz, H hattyú "sw an" 
— T kotang, H nyereg "sad d le"  ~  T eger. 
O th e rs  a re  v a lid  b u t th e  b o rro w in g s  w ere  
m a d e  m u c h  la te r  by  th e  H u n g a ria n s  o n  th e  
c o a s t o f  th e  B lack  Sea, a s  H homok " san d "  
~  T kumaki, H hajó "boat" ~  T kayik. T h ere  
a re  a lso  w o rd s  w h ich  e n te re d  se p a ra te ly  
in to  th e  O b U gric  a n d  th e  H u n g a ria n  la n ­
g u a g e s  a s  H ló "h o rse"  ~  T ulag, H szó 
"w ord" — T sab, e tc . T hus th e s e  r e a s o n s  for 
su p p o s in g  a  W e st S iberian  h o m e la n d  for 
th e  H u n g a r ia n s  d isap p ea red .

T he c h a n g e  fro m  a  s im p le  a g r ic u ltu ra l 
e c o n o m y  to  a  n o m ad ic  o n e  to o k  p lace

w ith in  d e te rm in e d  g e o g ra p h ic a l lim its . 
T ak in g  in to  a c c o u n t th e  la te s t  re s u lts  in  
h is to r ic a l c lim a to lo g y  a n d  b o ta n y , th is  
c o u ld  n o t  o c c u r m o re  to  th e  N o rth  th a n  
th e  5 0 -5 2 n d  la titu d e . W e ig h in g  a ll d a ta  a t 
o u r  p r e s e n t  d isp o sa l, th e  c h a n g e o v e r  o f  
th e  H u n g a r ia n s  to  n o m a d is m  o c c u rre d  in  
th e  5 th - 6 th  c e n tu ry  A.D. a n d  a t  th e  s o u th ­
e rn  e n d  o f  th e  U rals, a t  th e  r iv e r Yayik o r  
U ral, T h is  c h a n g e  is  m a r k e d  b y  a  s t ro n g  in ­
flu e n c e  o f  W este rn  T u rk ic  la n g u a g e s , p r e ­
d o m in a n tly , if n o t ex c lu s iv e ly , o f  th e  
C h u v a sh  type, a s  H ökör "ox" — T öküz, 
C h u v a sh  vägär. T he c h a n g e  la s te d  m o re  
th a n  h u n d re d  y e a rs  a n d  s e v e ra l g ro u p s  r e ­
m a in e d  in  th e  w o o d e d  s te p p e  a s  a g r ic u l­
tu r is t s  fo r  ev en  lo n g e r . T h e  a d a p ta t io n  to  
th e  n e w  w a y  o f  life w a s  g ra d u a l , o th e rw ise  
th e  H u n g a r ia n s  w o u ld  h a v e  d is a p p e a re d  in  
th e  o c e a n  o f  T urk ic  s p e a k in g  p e o p le .

T h e  n e x t e v e n ts  w e re  c o n n e c te d  to  th e  
m ig ra t io n  o f  th e  B u lg a r T u rk s  fro m  th e  
K u b a n -D o n  reg io n  to  th e  D n iep e r. T h is o c ­
c u rre d  a b o u t  600 A.D. E a rlie r  it w a s  s u p ­
p o s e d  th a t  th e  E m p ire  fo u n d e d  by  K huvra t 
in  6 3 0  w a s  a t  th e  K u b an  river. H ow ever, 
a f te r  h a v in g  id en tif ied  th e  to m b  o f  K huvra t 
in  M alay a  P e re sh c h e p in a , n e a r  P o ltav a  o n  
th e  D n ie p e r  river, o th e r  s o u r c e s  a lso  h a d  
to  b e  rev ised . We c a n  n o w  c la im  th a t  th e  
O ld  B u lg a ria n  E m pire  la s te d  u n ti l  6 7 0 -6 7 5  
a n d  h a d  its  c e n tre  n e a r  th e  D n iep er.

T h e  a re a  v a c a te d  b y  th e  m a jo rity  o f  th e  
B u lg a rs  a b o u t  600  w a s  s o o n  o c c u p ie d  by  
th e  H u n g a ria n s . T h ey  liv ed  n o r th  o f  th e  
A lans, w h o s e  lo c a tio n  is  w e ll d o c u m e n te d . 
T h e  H u n g a r ia n s  liv ed  in  th e  re g io n  b e ­
tw e e n  th e  K uban, th e  D o n  a n d  th e  Azov 
S ea  i.e . th e  M eotis. T h e  A lan  c o n ta c ts  a re  
re f le c te d  by  su c h  lo a n - w o r d s  a s  H asszony 
"n o b le  w o m a n " , o rig in a lly : "p r in c e ss "  ~  
O ld  O se tia n  axsin " p r in c e s s " . H ere  th e  
H u n g a r ia n s  cam e  in to  c lo s e  c o n ta c t n o t  
o n ly  w ith  th e  A lan s b u t  a ls o  w ith  th e  
K h aza rs , w h o  w ere , a lr e a d y  in  th e  720s, 
d o m in a n t  in  th e  re g io n . A fter th e  K h aza rs
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f re e d  th e m se lv e s  fro m  th e  ru le  o f  th e  
E a s te rn  T urks, th e y  a t ta c k e d  a n d  d e fe a te d  
th e  B u lg ars . F o u r s e t s  o f  B u lg a r ia n s  m o v ed  
to  th e  W est. T h e  firs t fo u n d e d  th e  
D a n u b ia n  B u lg a rian  E m p ire  a r o u n d  678, 
th e  s e c o n d  jo in e d  th e  A vars in  th e  
C a rp a th ia n  B asin , a  th ird  m ig ra te d  to  Italy  
a n d  is  m e n tio n e d  a ro u n d  R av e n n a . T he 
fo u r th  a p p e a re d  o n  th e  e a s te r n  c o a s t  o f  
th e  A d ria tic  Sea. A n o t  u n im p o r ta n t  s e c t io n  
o f  th e  B u lgars , h o w e v e r, a c c e p te d  K h azar 
ru le  a n d  re m a in e d  w ith in  th e  re a lm  o f  th e  
K h a z a r k h a g a n . M an y  o f  th e  e a r ly  T u rk ic  
lo a n - w o r d s  o f  H u n g a ria n  b o r ro w e d  a t  th is  
tim e , e .g . th e  n a m e  o f  th e  " a s h  tre e "  H 
kőris ~  W est O ld  T u rk ic  keiiric o r  H u n ­
g a r ia n  w e re  te rm s  in  h o r t ic u ltu re , a n d  v iti­
c u ltu re , a s  H gyümölcs "fru it"  — OT ye mis.

A ro u n d  th e  e n d  o f  th e  7 th  c e n tu r y  th e  
H u n g a r ia n s  m o v ed  w e s tw a rd s  a n d  o c c u ­
p ie d  th e  te r r i to iy  b e tw e e n  th e  D n ie p e r  a n d  
th e  L o w er D a n u b e  w h e re  th e  e a r l ie r  W e s t­
e rn  B u lg a rs  lived . T h e  re la t io n s h ip  b e ­
tw e e n  th e  H u n g a r ia n s  a n d  th e  B u lg ars , 
b o th  d e p e n d e n t f ro m  th e  K h a z a rs . im ­
p ro v e d . W e k n o w  w h a t  th e  H u n g a r ia n s  
c a lle d  th is  te rr ito ry , b e c a u s e  tw o  H u n ­
g a r ia n  n o b le m e n  v is ite d  th e  B y zan tin e  
c a p ita l  a ro u n d  9 4 8  a n d  th e  E m p e ro r  
C o n s ta n t in o s  P o rp h y ro g e n n ito s  o r  h is  
c le rk s  n o te d  th e ir  s to ry . T h e  n a m e  w a s  
Etelküzü. T h is H u n g a ria n  n a m e  h a d  th e  
m e a n in g  " th e  re g io n  w ith in  th e  rivers, 
M e s o p o ta m ia " , w h e re  Etel is  th e  W e s te rn  
T u rk ic  g e n e ric  n a m e  fo r "r iv e r"  (T urkic 
etil) a n d  küzü is  th e  H u n g a r ia n  n a m e  fo r  a  
re g io n  "w h ich  is  in  b e tw e e n " , i.e . th e  
H u n g a r ia n  e q u iv a le n t o f  G re e k  mezo.
. T h e  H u n g a ria n s  lived  in  E te lk ü z ü  u n til 
th e  la n d ta k in g . W e c a n  n o t  e x a c tly  sa y  
w h e n  th e y  m o v ed  to  E te lk ü zü , b u t  th e ir  
s ta y  m u s t  h av e  la s te d  lo n g e r  th a n  w a s  
s u p p o s e d  ea rlie r . A v ery  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  
lo a n - w o r d s  w e re  b o r ro w e d  h e re , a s  e .g . 
H szőlő "w ine  g ra p e "  ~  T yedlig. T he 
B u lg a rs , try in g  to  lo o s e n  th e ir  t ie s  w ith  th e

K h azars , s lo w ly  m o v ed  n o r th w a rd s .  A fter a  
s e r io u s  d e fe a t o f  th e  K h a z a rs  b y  th e  A rabs 
in  737 , th e  m ig ra t io n  o f  th e  B u lg ars  t o ­
w a rd s  th e  V olga a n d  fu r th e r  n o r th  a c c e le r ­
a te d . S o m e  o f  th e  H u n g a r ia n s  m o v ed  w ith  
th e m . B o th  th e  V olga B u lg a rs  a n d  th e  
V olga H u n g a r ia n s  r e a c h e d  th e  line  o f  th e  
K am a riv e r a ro u n d  9 0 0  A.D. T he V olga 
H u n g a ria n s , o r  a s  th e y  u s e d  to  b e  ca lled  
" th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  M ag n a  H u n g á ria " , w e re  
v is ited  by  Ib n  F ad lan , m e n t io n e d  by o th e r  
s o u r c e s  a n d  m e t by  th e  H u n g a ria n  F ria r 
Ju lian  in  1235. In  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  b o th  
th e  V olga B u lg a rs  a n d  th e  V olga H u n ­
g a r ia n s  W ere se r io u s ly  d e fe a te d  a n d  d e ­
s tro y e d  by  th e  M o n g o ls .

T h e  g re a te r  m a s s  o f  th e  H u n g a ria n s  r e ­
m a in e d  in  E te lk ü zü . T h e  H u n g a ria n  tr ib a l 
fe d e ra tio n  w a s  ru le d  b y  a  ch ie fta in , a p ­
p o in te d  by  th e  K h azars . In  th e  m id d le  o f  
th e  9 th  c e n tu ry  h is  n a m e  w a s  Levedi, a n d  
h is  tr ib a l p a s tu re  la n d s  w e re  ca lled  Leve- 
d ia  in  G reek  s o u rc e s . A cco rd in g  to  A rabic 
s o u r c e s  a ro u n d  870, h e  b o re  th e  title  
kündü a n d , th o u g h  h e  w a s  th e  leg itim a te  
ru le r, h e  h a d  n o  re a l p o w e r. T h e  p o w e r o f  
th e  m ili ta ry  c o m m a n d e rs , th e  m e m b e rs  o f  
th e  A lm ish -Á rp ád  c la n  g re w  co n sid e rab ly . 
A cco rd in g  to  M uslim  s o u rc e s ,  th e y  b o re  
th e  t i tle  ]ula o r  Jila. T h ey  c o n tro lle d  th e  
a rm y  a n d  th e  a d m in is tra t io n . T he claim , 
h o w ev e r, th a t  th e  H u n g a r ia n s  h a d  a  sa c ra l 
k in g sh ip  s im ila r  to  th a t  o f  th e  K h azars  is  
u n fo u n d e d  a n d  la c k s  a n y  ev id e n c e .

F ro m  th e  y e a r  862 o n , w r it te n  so u rc e s  
re la te  t h a t  th e  H u n g a r ia n s  liv in g  in  E tel­
k ü zü  to o k  p a r t  in  th e  f ig h tin g  a n d  w a rs  in  
C en tra l E u ro p e . In  862  th e y  fo u g h t in  a l­
lian ce  w ith  th e  M o rav ian  ru le r  R astislav  
a g a in s t th e  F ran k s , in  881 th e y  a p p e a r  a t 
V ien n a  w h e re  th e y  fo u g h t a lo n g s id e  th e  
K ab ars  (cum cowans) a g a in s t  th e  F ran k s . 
T he im p o r ta n c e  a n d  p o w e r  o f  th e  
A lm ish -Á rp ád  c la n  c a n  b e  s e e n  in  th e  s u c ­
cess fu l w e s te r n  ra id s  b u t a ls o  in  th e  fac t o f  
th e  th r e e  K abar tr ib e s  le av in g  th e  K hazars
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a n d  jo in in g  th e  H u n g a ria n s . A few  y e a rs  
b e fo re  th e  la n d ta k in g , th e  Á rpád  d a n  d e ­
th r o n e d  th e  Levedi d a n  a n d  c o n c e n tr a te d  
p o w e r  in  its  o w n  h a n d s .

In 8 9 4  th e y  fo u g h t in  a ll ia n c e  w ith  th e  
M o rav ian  ru le r  S v a to p lu k  a g a in s t th e  
F ra n k s  a n d  in  a llia n c e  w ith  th e  B y zan tin e  
E m p ire  a g a in s t  th e  D a n u b e  B u lg ars . B o th  
m ili ta ry  e x p e d itio n s  w e re  v e ry  su c c e s s fu l. 
In  fa c t in  894 th e  H u n g a r ia n s  jo in e d  th e  
M o ra v ia n -B y z a n tin e  c o a li tio n  a g a in s t  th e  
D a n u b e  B u lg a ria n -F ra n k  a llian ce .

T h e  sp r in g  o f  895 b e g a n  w ith  th e  c a m ­
p a ig n  o f  th e  H u n g a ria n  h o s t  u n d e r  Á rpád , 
w h o  w a n te d  to  a tta c k  th e  D a n u b e  B u lg ars  
by  m o v in g  d o w n  th e  T isza  river. A sm a lle r  
H u n g a r ia n  h o s t  a tta c k e d  th e  B u lg a rs  a t  th e  
L o w er D a n u b e . H ow ever, th e  B y zan tin e s  
d id  n o t  k e e p  th e ir  p ro m ise  to  a t ta c k  th e  
B u lg a rs  fro m  th e  so u th , a n d  th e  B u lg a rs  
d e fe a te d  th e  sm a lle r  H u n g a ria n  h o s t  a t ­
ta c k in g  fro m  E telküzü .

At th e  s a m e  tim e, a  P e c h e n e g  a rm y  a p ­
p e a re d  in  th e  E ast. T hey  w e re  p u s h e d  by 
a n  a ll ia n c e  o f  th e  O g h u z , K im eks a n d  
K h a rlu k s , 'w h o  th e m se lv e s  w e re  d e fe a te d  
b y  th e  S a m a n id  ru le r. T he P e c h e n e g s  c o u ld  
n o t  e n te r  th e  K hazar E m p ire  p ro p e r  a n d , 
m o s t  p ro b a b ly  o n  th e  p ro m p tin g  o f  th e  
D a n u b e  B u lg ar ru le r  B oris, a tta c k e d  th e  
H u n g a r ia n s  left b e h in d  in  E te lk ü zü . A fter 
th e  d is a s t r o u s  d e fe a t o f  th e  H u n g a r ia n s  in  
E te lk ü z ü  by  th e  P e c h e n e g s  a n d  D a n u b e  
B u lg a ria n s , th ey  c o u ld  o n ly  flee to  th e  
a rm y  o f  Á rpád  w h o  w a s  s lo w ly  m o v in g  to  
th e  s o u th  a lo n g  th e  T isza . In  895  th e  
H u n g a r ia n s  o c c u p ie d  o n ly  th e  e a s te rn  p a r t  
o f  th e  C a rp a th ia n  b a s in  a n d  d id  n o t  c ro s s  
th e  D a n u b e . T his h a p p e n e d  in  899  w h e n , 
o n  th e  in v ita tio n  o f  th e  F ra n k ish  ^ ru le r  
A rnulf, th e y  ra id e d  N o rth e rn  Italy . T h e  
H u n g a r ia n  h o s t  re tu rn e d  in  900, a n d  o n  
th e ir  w a y  b a c k  th ey  le a rn e d  o f  th e  d e a th  o f  
A rn u lf in  D ecem b er 899. T h e  H u n g a r ia n s  
o c c u p ie d  T ra n sd a n u b ia  a n d  m o v ed  w e s t ­
w a rd s . T h ey  w ere  s to p p e d  o n ly  in  902 w ith

a  te m p o ra ry  tru c e  b e tw e e n  th e  F ra n k s  an d  
th e  H u n g a rian s .

T he p a c if ic a tio n  o f  th e  p e o p le  liv ing  in 
th e  C a rp a th ia n  b a s in  w a s  e a sy . T h e  Avars, 
m o s t o f  w h o m  c o n v e r te d  to  C h ris tia n ity  in 
th e  firs t h a lf  o f  th e  9 th  c e n tu ry , h a d  lo s t 
th e ir  p o w er. T h e  D a n u b e  B u lg a rs  a n d  th e  
F ran k s  c ru s h e d  th e  K a g h a n a te  a n d  o n ly  
sm all, p e tty  ru le r s  fu n c tio n e d . T h e  T urk ic  
sp e a k in g  A vars h a d  s te p  by  s te p  b e e n  
S lavicized . S o m e  o f  th e m  w e re  s till b ilin g ­
u a l w h e n  th e  H u n g a r ia n s  a rr iv ed . T h ere  
a re  lo a n -w o rd s  in  H u n g a ria n  w h ic h  c lea rly  
sh o w  th e  b il in g u a lism  o f  th e  A vars. S u ch  a 
w o rd  is  e .g . H terem "g re a t ro o m , p a la c e "  
(a lso  in  th e  w e ll k n o w n  H u n g a r ia n  w o rd  
étterem " r e s ta u ra n t" )  — A var term, W est 
T urk ic  terem.

In  th e  M id d le  A ges o ld e r  p e o p le s  o r 
e th n ic  g ro u p s  d is a p p e a re d  a n d  n e w  o n e s  
e m erg ed . In  E u ro p e  ro u g h ly  th re e  ty p e s  o f  
e th n o g e n e s is  c a n  b e  d is tin g u ish e d . T hey 
c a n  a ll b e  s tu d ie d  a s  to  h o w  th e y  a d a p te d  
th e m se lv e s  to  th e  "c iv ilized" R o m an  
E m pire  a n d  h o w  th e y  fo rm e d  th e i r  new  
feu d a l s ta te  o rg a n iz a t io n  w ith  its  p e rs o n a l 
a n d  te r r i to r ia l  b o n d s . T h e  th r e e  m a in  types 
w e re  th e  G e rm a n ic  type, th e  S lav ic  type 
a n d  th e  T u rk ic  ty p e . In  th e  T u rk ic  type, 
tr ib a l c o n fe d e ra t io n s  tr ie d  to  c h a n g e  in to  a  
c e n tra liz e d  E m p ire . T h e  T u rk ic  ty p e  h ad  
th re e  su b ty p e s , th e  Avar, th e  K h a z a r a n d  
th e  D a n u b e  B u lg ar. T h e  K h a z a r a n d  th e  
Avar p ro c e s s e s  p ro v e d  to  b e  d e a d  en d s, 
b o th  p e o p le  d is a p p e a re d . T h e  D an u b e  
B ulgars, a l th o u g h  th e y  lo n g  k e p t th e i r  e th ­
n ic  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  w e re  s lo w ly  a b so rb e d  
by th e  S lav  m a jo rity .

T he H u n g a r ia n s  lived  a ls o  in  a  T urk ic  
type  o f  tr ib a l c o n fe d e ra tio n : th e ir  n a m e  
w a s  th e  S e v e n  M ag y ars  (H Hetiimagyer) o n  
th e  m o d e l o f  th e  T en  O g u rs , th e  T h ree  
K arluks, th e  T h irty  T a ta rs , e tc . W e k n o w  
th a t  in  895  th is  tr ib a l fe d e ra tio n  c o n s is te d  
o f  a t  le a s t  e le v e n  tr ib e s , th re e  o f  th e m  o f  
K hazar o r ig in . O n e  o f  th e  m o s t  in te re s t in g
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q u e s t io n s  in  th e  h is to ry  o f  C e n tra l E u ro p e  
is  w h y  a n d  h o w  th e  H u n g a r ia n s  m a n a g e d  
to  c o n tin u e  to  ex is t, k e e p in g  th e ir  l a n ­
g u a g e  a n d  e th n ic  id e n tity  w h ile  a ll o th e r  
tr ib a l c o n fe d e ra tio n s  o f  th e  T u rk ic  ty p e  
d is a p p e a re d  a s  th e  A vars o r  th e  K h a z a rs  
d id , o r  w e re  a b s o r b e d  a s  th e  D a n u b e  
B u lg ars  w e re . T he r e a s o n s  w e re  m u ltip le  
a n d  th e re  is  n o  s in g le  c a u s e  w h ic h  c a n  b e  
se le c te d  a s  th e  m a in  o n e . I h a v e  n o  s p a c e  
h e re  to  d is c u s s  th is  p ro c e s s  a n d  c a n  o n ly  
p o in t to  s u c h  e x te rn a l fa c to rs  a s  th e  ro le  o f  
th e  K h aza r in s ti tu t io n s , th e  sm a ll lo c a l o r ­
g a n iz a tio n s  o f  th e  S lav s  u n d e r  A var a n d  
B u lg ar ru le  in  th e  C a rp a th ia n  b a s in , a n d  
F ra n k ish  m ilita ry  a n d  C h r is tia n  m is s io n a ry  
activ ity . A m o n g  th e  in te rn a l  fa c to rs , th e  
rap id  d is s o lu t io n  o f  th e  tr ib a l o rg a n iz a tio n  
w ith  th e  te m p o ra ry  s t r e n g th e n in g  o f  th e  
c la n  sy s te m , th e  m ix ed  e c o n o m y  w ith  a  
te m p o ra ry  e q u ilib r iu m  b e tw e e n  n o m a d ic  
p a s to ra l a n d  re la tiv e ly  s t r o n g  a g r ic u ltu ra l  
c o m p o n e n ts  h a v e  to  b e  m e n t io n e d . W ith in  
a  h is to r ic a lly  e x tre m e ly  s h o r t  tim e , th e  
H u n g a ria n s , w h o  fin ish e d  th e ir  la n d ta k in g  
a b o u t  902 , fo u n d e d  u n d e r  S a in t S te p h e n  in  
1000 A.D. a  C h ris tia n  s t a te  w h ic h  s u c c e e d ­
e d  in  b e c o m in g  p a r t  o f  th e  m ed iev a l 
E u ro p e a n  c o m m u n ity .

Finally , a  few  w o rd s  a b o u t  th e  lo n g  lin e  o f  
c e le b ra tio n s  o f  th e  la n d ta k in g , o r  c o n ­

q u e s t. T h e  la n d ta k in g , th e  ingressus ex ori­
ente h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  a t  th e  c e n tr e  o f  th e  
H u n g a ria n  h is to r ic a l t r a d it io n . W e m e e t it 
a lre a d y  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  10 th  c e n tu ry , 
a n d  la te r  in  th e  H u n g a ria n  c h ro n ic le s  w r i t­
te n  in  L atin . It w a s  a lw a y s  a  g lo rify in g  o f  
th e  h e ro ic  p a s t ,  m o s tly  c o n tr a s t in g  it w ith  
th e  b a d  a n d  d e c a d e n t t im e s  o f  th e  a u th o r  
o f  th e  c h ro n ic le , b e  it th e  12th, 1 3 th  o r  
15 th  c e n tu ry . T h o u g h  all H u n g a r ia n  c h r o n ­
ic le s  o f  th e  M iddle  A ges d e a lt  w ith  th e  
la n d ta k in g , th e  h is to r ic a lly  v e rif ia b le  d a ta  
in  th e m  a re  very  s c a n ty . In  1896 th e  
H u n g a ria n  K in g d o m  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e

A u s tro -H u n g a r ia n  D ual M o n a rch y , u n d e r  
th e  H a b sb u rg  F ran z  Jo se p h , w h o  h a d  
c ru s h e d  th e  H u n g a ria n  re v o lu tio n  o f  
1848/49, b u t  w ith  w h o m  th e  H u n g a ria n  
e lite  re a c h e d  a  h is to r ic a l c o m p ro m is e  in 
1867. In  th is  s i tu a t io n  th e  p o li tic a l m e s ­
sa g e  o f  th e  c e le b ra tio n s  w a s  m o re  o r  le ss  
c lea r. T h e  c e le b ra t io n s  sh o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
h e ld  in  1895, b u t  b e c a u se  o f  o rg a n iz a t io n ­
al p ro b le m s  th e y  w ere  p o s tp o n e d  by  a 
y ea r. T hey  to o k  p lace  am id  a n  u n p re c e ­
d e n te d  e c o n o m ic  a n d  so c ia l b o o m . M any 
o f  th e  f a m o u s  s ig h ts  o f  B u d a p e s t, H ero es 
S q u a re , m a n y  o f  th e  m u s e u m s  a n d  o th e r  
p u b lic  b u ild in g s  w e re  e re c te d  in  1896. A 
ty p ica l p ro d u c t  o f  th e  M illen n iu m  w a s  th e  
p a n o ra m a  o n  th e  la n d ta k in g  b y  Á rpád 
Feszty , n o w  in  Ó p u sz ta sz e r . T h e  c e le b ra ­
tio n s  w e re  m a r k e d  by  a  ro m a n tic  n a t io n a l­
ism , b u t d id  n o t  a tta c k  o r  d is c r im in a te  
a g a in s t th e  n a t io n a l  m in o ritie s . O f th e  24 
p e a s a n t  h o u s e s  a n d  c o u r ty a rd s  in  th e  
S k a n z e n -ty p e  e th n o g ra p h ic  e x h ib itio n  o f 
1896 tw e lv e  d e m o n s tr a te d  th e  life  o f  th e  
m in o ritie s . In  1895, th ey  a c c o u n te d  for 
ju s t  h a lf  o f  th e  to ta l  p o p u la t io n  o f  H u n ­
gary . M an y  b o o k s  a n d  s c h o la r ly  w o rk s  
w e re  p u b lish e d , a  p le th o ra  o f  p a in tin g s , 
s c u lp tu re s  a n d  m u s ic a l c o m p o s it io n s  c e le ­
b ra te d  th e  e v e n t. B ut th e  ro m a n tic a lly  
p a in te d  a n d  s o m e tim e s  p o m p o u s  c u r ta in s  
c o u ld  o n ly  te m p o ra r i ly  h id e  th e  g re a t  s o ­
c ia l a n d  e th n ic  te n s io n s  w h ic h  s o o n  re s u l t ­
e d  in  tw o  w o r ld  w a rs . S o m e o f  th e  e th n ic  
te n s io n s  c o n tin u e .

T he c e le b ra t io n  o f  th e  la n d ta k in g  r e ­
m a in e d  a  p o li tic a l is su e  ev e n  in  m o s t 
re c e n t tim es . H u n g a ria n  s c h o la rs , h o w ­
ever, c o n c e n t r a te  o n  n ew  d a ta , o n  new  
s o u rc e s  a n d  o n  h is to r ic a l re c o n s tru c t io n . 
In 1996, e x h ib itio n s , b o o k s , p a p e rs , p u b lic  
le c tu re s , s e v e ra l te lev is io n  a n d  ra d io  p ro ­
g ra m m e s  c e le b ra te d  th e  ev en t. All in  all 
th e  b a la n c e  is  p o sitiv e . M ost o f  w h a t  w a s  
sa id  a n d  d o n e  w a s  k e p t w ith in  th e  so lid  
f ram ew o rk  o f  s c h o la r ly  k n o w led g e .
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