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THE HISTORY OF THE UNIFICATION MOVEMENT OF 
HUNGARY FROM A LEGAL PESPECTIVE 

ZALAHEGYI, Zoltán* 

There is currently only partial religious freedom in Hungary. One side ir is violation of the 

frccdom and cquality of rcligions, chc Act CCVI of2011 opcnly dcnics thc scparacion of rcligious 

and political instittnions. According to chis law, che vote of the political parties sitting ín 
Parliament will decide on the recognition of incorporated churches in the future. On the other 
hand, chc Uniflcacion Movcmcnt, along with many othcr small churchcs, can rcgain its church 

status if ic can presenc che signatures of at leasc 1,000 members to the c0tm registration process 
based on the new modifi.ed Acr CCVI of201 l which went into effect since 15 April 2019. 

This publication outlines the legal development of religious freedorn in Hungary from 1990 to rhe present 

by reviewing, as an example, the changes in the legal situation of the Unification Movement in Hungary. It 

looks at the past, present and furure of the Movement, mainly from a legal perspective and, to a lesser extent, 

political and economic. 

The movement was füst registered as an association in Hungary in 1990, and larer it was officially 

registered as a church in 1992. Based on these facts, rhis treatise will prirnarily show how this post-Protestant, 

new religious movement1 lost its church status in Hungaiy and what happened after that. 

T o better understand rhe issues raised in rlüs essay, a brief inrroduction of rlüs worldwide rnovement is 

given first in general, and then a chronological expose of the specific branch in Hungary is presented from 

a legal point of view. 

1. Short Introduction of the worldwide Unification Movement 

Murray Rubinstein, Professor of History at Baruch College, has stated that "the largest quasi-Christian new 

religion is Sun-Myung Moon's Unification Church"2 in Korea. Basically this new religious movement 

founded in Pusan, South Korea, by the Dr. Reverend Sun Myung Moon in 1954 is known worldwide for 

its mass weddings, based on his wedding with the co-founder Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon. 

From its inception, this rnovement has devoted itself to the cause of religious freedorn on an inrernational 

leveP 

* PhD Student, Széchenyi István Universicy, Postgraduate Doctoral School of Law and Polírical Sciences, zolizalahegyi@yahoo.co.uk 
1 Encyclopcd.ia Britannica, ln. www.britannica.com/topic/ncw-rclígious-movcmcnt/India, (2019 Octobcr 15.) 
2 hrrps://www.britannica.com/ropic/new-religious-movement/Tndia, (2020 October 3.) 
3 hrcps://www.thelegacyoflove.org/mulrilingual-posters/, (2021 January 1.) 
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ALL0W FREEDOM 0F RELIGI0N 
IN THE S0VIET UNI0N 

For instance, dlis was the core of their 
message when che co-founders visited 

Moscow to meet with Mikhail Gorbachev 

in 1990. 

J. Gordon Melcon, Discinguished Professor of American Religious Hiscory, lnstitute for Srudies in Religion 

at Baylor University states this abouc the latter history of this religious movemenc: 

"The Unification Church emerged Ín the 1990s with an expansive international program. The church 

has a presence ín more than 100 countries4, though exact membership figures are difficult ro estimate. lts 

influence is extended by a variety of organizations that embody Moon's ideals, such as the Professor's World 

Peace Academy and the Incernational Conference 011 the Unity of the Sciences. ln 1994, on the 40th 

anniversa1y of the founding of the church, Moon announced the formation of the lncernational Federation 

for World Peace, which assumed many of the functions formerly performed by the church."5 

Melton's observations correctly indicate that there is a spiritual foundation underlying che many 

organizations founded by the Reverend S un M yung Moon and Hak Ja Han Moon. Hence, even though the 

many activities are considered as part of a larger Unification Movement, it can stílt be considered a church 

due to its spiritual underpinnings. As such, it is important to recognize that all organizations and activities 

founded, owned and supported by the Unification Movement and its members, including 

business, educational, political, and the like, are all part of a larger spiritual movemenc which deserves 

recognition as such in Hungary. 

2. Financial perspectives and political prejudice in Hungary 

Understanding rhe financial foundation of the Unification Church ín Hungary is important since this is 

directly connected ro the political and legal perspectives which have often created a prejudiced view of this 

new religious movement. 

First of all, it is important to note that the main income of the church comes from donations and tithes 

of church membership, and people who are sympatheric to its programs and activities. 

4 Today, there is an organization for tllis movement in every country all around che world. (Author's comment) 
5 hrrps://www.britannica.com/topic/Uniftcarion-Church, (2020 Octobcr 2.) 
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As for political bias, "in 1993 Hungarian Parliament debated whether or not every registered religion seek.ing 

state suppott was worthy of it. State support was refused to three arnong thern (the Unifkation Church, the 

Church of Scientology and the J ehovah' s Wimesses). "6 

ln 1998, the Hungarian Parliament created a law srating that "citizens were able to offer 2 percent of 

rheir tax, the füst 1 percent to a church, the second 1 percent to a nonprofit organization."7 This law was 

valid frorn 1998 to 2011, after which time it was repealed only to be reinstated again in 2020. Because of 

this, the rnovement made the most use of this opportunity in 20118
, when 98 people offered more than half 

a million forints. One of the consequences of tliis decis.ion was rhat rhe Unifkation Movement lost all direct 

financial state support. The purpose of repealing this law ín 2012 was to eliminate many small churches, 

not only through financial discrimination, but also by restricting their administrative practices. This article 

argues that, with rhe recent reinstatement of rhis law, the Unificarion Movement should re-acquire its status 

as a church and enjoy the same benefits and recognition as any other church in the country. 

3. Legal perspectives of the Unification Movement in Hungary 

This section lays out the chronological process from 1992 to the present outlining how this movement firsr 

gained and then lost its church status as a new religious movement in Hungary. 

1992-2010 
Prior to 2011, many religious communities in Hungary were registered and recognized in accordance wirh 

a 1990 law which treated all groups equally, allowing religious freedom for all people in Hungary regardless 

of affiliation. 

Under the leadership of Martin Putz,9 the Unification Movement "registered as an association in (April 

10"') 1990"10 under its official narne: Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of World Christianity11 

based on the Right of Association Act of 1989 in Hungary. After rhac ir was officially registered "as a church 

in 1992"12 based on rhe Freedom of Conscience and Religious Freedom Act of 1990. According ro rhar law 

,; MERDJA„'-lOVA Ina: Rcligious Libcrry, N ew Rcligious Movemcnrs ami Traditional 01ristfan Clwrcl1cs in Easrcrn Europc, p.l, 
ln. 

http://www1 .geo.ntnu.edu. rw/ ~ moise/Data/Books/Social/01 %20rel igion/ rei igious%201 iberty%20new%20religious%20 moveme 
nts%20am\%20tradional%20christian%20drnrches%20in%20eastern%20europe.pdf, (2019 October 15 .) 
7 DüBSZAI János: Álfam, Egyl1:ízak Magyarormígon, 1989-2004, pp.18-19. 

' Thc National Tax and Customs Administration Statcmcnt 011 thc tax provisions of 1 'Vo of thc 2010 PIT for 2011 for churches 
wirh a technical number valid for the year 201 1. 
? Pu-rz Martin was born on 11 d, November 1955 in Horitschon, an Austrian village close to the border with Hungary. Having 
attended T eclmical High School, he joined the Unification Church in 1977. Martin wa., blessed wirh Renate Loecker in 1982 

(6,000 Couples). He wa., National Leader of rhe Movement in Hungary up until 1993 when he wenr to Korea for rwo years to 
study at Sun Moon Univcrsity Sincc that timc hc has rctttrncd to Austria. 
He died in October 19 2019 in Horitschon (Austria) and 55 Hungarian member artended in his füneral ceremony. Chung Hwan 

Kwak, Christa Segato Stadler and Barbara Grabner: Mission Butterfly Pioneers Beh ind the Tron Curtain, 2006, Family Federation 
for Word Peace and Unification lnternational, p. 153. 
rn http:/ /publicatio. bibi. u-szcgcd.hu/6439/ 1 N allasossag-valtozatok.pdf, (20 19 November 1.) 
11 ln Hungarian: Szentlélek Társas,íga a Világ Kereszténységének Egyesítéséért (Author's comrncnt) 
12 http://publicatio.bibl.u-szeged.hu/6439/1 N allasossag-valrozatok.pdf; (2019 November 1.) 

http://www1.geo.ntnu.edu.tw/~moise/Data/Books/Social/01%20religion/religious%20liberty%20new%20religious%20movements%20and%20tradional%20christian%20churches%20in%20eastern%20europe.pdf
http://www1.geo.ntnu.edu.tw/~moise/Data/Books/Social/01%20religion/religious%20liberty%20new%20religious%20movements%20and%20tradional%20christian%20churches%20in%20eastern%20europe.pdf
http://publicatio.bibl.u-szeged.hu/6439/1/Vallasossag-valtozatok.pdf
http://publicatio.bibl.u-szeged.hu/6439/1/Vallasossag-valtozatok.pdf
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all denominations seeking official recognition in Hungaiy only had to demonstrate that they had in excess 

of 100 members, which was recognized as a bonified religious movement. 

This law provided an appropriate framework for the Unification Movemem to carry out numerous 

outreach projects, activities and programs that served the greater good of the Hungarian people. This should 

have been more clearly acknowledged and assessed by the Hungarian legislature in order to recognize the 

Movement in a more positive light. lnstead, there was a great deal of influence by the media and other 

groups that fueled comroversy and hostility towards the Movement likely causing many in government to 

be suspicious of its status and activities. 

Over time, the criteria of this law provided an opportunity for some people to misuse it for their persona! 

gain. As a result, the government decided to modify the Act to such an extent chat it discriminated against 

che Unifkacion Movement, among others, by taldng away its church status. 

2011-2020 
The law was changed in 2011, which greatly influenced rhe legal status of Hungarian U nification Church. 

A füst draft was passed in 2011 13, bur through a highly irregular parliamentary procedure, the proposed law 

went too far as it drastically impacted upon a number of recognized churches ín the country. Transitional 

provisions in the draft of a proposed law would strip all but only 14 churches among 300 of their legal status. 

From thar momenr on, the Unification Church basically lost its ecclesiastical status in Hungary in the sense 

of law, and this is still the case today. As a resulr, Hungary' s Constitutional Court dismissed the law in its 

entirety ín December 2011. 14 

The second draft of the proposed law was passed as Act CCVI of 2011 and went into effect January 1, 

2012. The official name of the legislation was The Right of Freedom of Conscience and Religion, and on 

the Legal Status of Churches Religious Communities. This new law regarding religion, however, abolished 

the previous practice and replaced it with two-tiered system of recognition for religious communities that 

distinguishes between "incorporated churches," which receive numerous rights and privileges, and 

"organizations conducting religious activity" which receive different and fewer rights and privileges. The Act 

CCVI of2011 revoked legal status of approximately 200 religious groups which were previously recognized 

as churches according to the law of 1990. 

Amoung these 300 churches was rhe Hungarian Unification Church which lost its legal clmrch status 

although it had been working for more than 20 years for the greater good of the Hungarian society15
• This 

u Act C of2011 
lmps:/ /mkogy.jogtar.hu/jogszabaly?docid-a 1 100100.TV, (2021. January 1) 
14 164/2011. (Xll. 20.) decisions of rhe Hungarian Consrirutional Court 
http://public.mkab.hu/ dev/ dontesek.nsf/0/C74D2 32250Cl )2086Cl 257ADA0052ACC9?OpenDocument, J anuary 1, 2021. 
15 Z AIAIIEG11 Zoltán: Hiswry ofthc U11iErntio11 Movcmcnt ín Hungary I'art B, pp.32-38. 

https://mkogy.jogtar.hu/jogszabaly?docid=a1100100.TV
http://public.mkab.hu/dev/dontesek.nsf/0/C74D232250CD2086C1257ADA0052ACC9?OpenDocument
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fact is acrually one of the main criteria of Act CCVI of 2011 to allow status as a bonified, "incorporated 

church". 

Baer H. David criticised the criteria regarding registration as provided by this new law16 using the 

Unification Church as an example in the following way: 

"Cond.ition (e) provid.es for member churches of a world church ... However, orher groups which dearly 

meet this condition are excluded ... For example, the Unification Church, which is present in Hungary and 

which was deregistered, would qualify under this condition. Admitted.ly, the Unification Church is not 100 

years old, but as we have seen, t!iis did not seem to matter in the case of the Methodist church."17 

lncemational legal problems of the Act CCVI of 2011 
A!though Hungary had been a long-time member of the European Convention of Human Rights18, it was 

determined by the convention that Act CCVl passed by the Hungarian government was in violation of such 

rights. ln April 2014, the European Court orr Human Rights (ECtHR) found that Hungary' s religious law 

was in breach of artíde 9 (protectíng freedom of religíon), and artíde 11 (protectíng freedom of assocíation) 

of the European Convention of Human Ríghts1
?. This was determined in the case of Magyar Kereszteny 

Mennonita Egyház and others v. Hungary.20 Tn the view of the ECtHR, the law's deregistration procedure, 

its re-registration procedure, and. the tiered classiftcation system itself violated the state's obligation to remain 

neutral toward religíous communitíes. 

lt must be pointed out that, since 2012 the Hungarian Unífication Church has been síngled out as the 

only religious association whose status caused problems according Baer H. David which he stated that: 

16 Condition (1) rcquircs a rcligious community to havc bccn opcrating intcrnationally for at lcast 100 ycars. Thc law stipulatcs 
funhcr that a rcligious community must dcmonstratc intcrnational opcration by meeting onc of thrcc, additional conditions. lt 
musr (a) provide "a cerrifkare issued by churches rhar have church srarus in ar leasr rwo counrries and have rhe same confession;" 
or it must (b) provide' •·•a cerrificare of rnembership in an associarion issued by churches, church associations rhat operare inat: least 
rwo countries and have rhe same confession;" or ir must (e) provide "a cerrificate issued by a world church tbat has member churches 
in at lcast two countrics. 
16 BMR H. David: Essays in Defence ofReligious Freedom p.182. 
17 idibem 
18 The Convention for the Prorection of Human Rights and Fundamenral Freedoms, signed in Rome on 4 November 1950 
(hcrcinafrcr: rhc Convcnrion), shall apply to Hungary from 5 November 1992 . 
Thc Convcntion, and scvcral of its Additional Protocols, arc anncxcd to Anncx XXXI of 1993. promulgatcd by law in Hungary. 
(Nore from rhe author) 
19 Furopean Convenrion ofHuman Righrs, 
hrrps://www.echr.coe.int/Documenrs/Convention ENG.pdf. January 1, 2021. 
20 hrtps://hudoc.echr.coe.inr/fre#{0A,22itemid%22: [%22001-1421969:6221}, 2020 October 23. 
N umbcrs of rhc cascs: 70945/11 23611/12 26998/12 41150/1241155/1241463/ 1241553/ 12 54977 /12 56581/12. 
The Hungarian governmenr paid rhe F.CHR ordered roral of $569,000. The governmenr and Mennonira Testvéri Közösség (MF.T) 
- one rype of Merhodist church - failed to reach a ftnal senlement afrer the F.CHR gave rhem another six months to reach an 
agreement. 
On J unc 16 2017 rhc MET submittcd irs compcnsarion claim of 4 50 million forints ($1. 53 million) ro rhc govcrnmcnt for its losscs 

in 2015 of thc unpaid 1 percent persona! incomc tax allocation for incorporatcd churchcs, tbc supplcmcntary statc subsidics for its 
social welfare and educarional insrirurions, and rhe wage supplemenr for irs sraff working in irs insrirures. (Nore from rhe aurhor) 

https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_ENG.pdf
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-142196%22]}, 2020
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"The right of religious freedom consists of an essemial minimum that is protected by Hungarian law, 

but extending rights and privileges that go beyond the basic minimum is a matter for political discretion 

[for example: parliament 2/3 decision]. If the state wams to distinguish between churches and religious 

organizations, ír can do so provided rhis differential treatmem does not: impinge upon the essential 

minimum guarameed by che righc of religious freedom. ln Hungary, rhe argumem goes, religious 

organizations enjoy the essential minimum, and established churches enjoy privileges that go beyond the 

essential minimum."21 

The government was forced, under international pressure, to change rhe Act of religious freedom, which 

forms the basis to discuss the future possibilities of the Unification Movement. 

4. Future perspective of the Unification Movement in Hungary based on the new 

modified Act CCVI of 2011 

T am convinced, given the currenc laws in Hungary and the wide range of religious, humanitarian and 

educational programs sponsored by the Unification Movement, that it should assertively present a case 

before parliament to have its church registration status re-instated. 

The new, modified Acr CCVI of 2011, which went into effect April 15, 2019 has updared the 

qualifkations for becoming a Registered Church. The amended law replaces the previous two-tier system of 

"incorporated churches" and "religious organizations" with a four-tier system of, ín descending order, 

"established (or incorporated) churches," "regisrered churches" (also called "regisrered II''), "listed churches" 

(also called "registered l"), and "religious associations." "22 

According to section 9/D. § (2), "a religious association shall, upon request, be registered as a church 

even if: 

(a) has ar least 1 OOO regisrered members residing or staying in Hungary, 

(b) has been a religious association for at least 5 years, and 

(e) dedare that, for its religious or public activities, it will not receive a grant, upon application, from any 

sub-system of public finance, European Union funds or programs financed under an imernacional 

agreement, by application or through a system of tendering procedures."23 

First of all, the minimum required membership of 1 OOO could easily be achieved if one considers core 

members of the church, their families and people associated with all of its satellite organisation. Also, it is 

conceivable rhat the number of core membership could reach 1000 by che year 2023 given the fact that new 

n BALR: ibid, p.175. 
22 T nrernarional Religious Freedom Reporr abour HUNCARY for 2019 Unired Srares Deparrmenr of Srare 
htrps://vvvvw.state.gov/repons/2019-report-on-international-religious-freedom/hung;u:y/, (2020 Octoher 2.) 
2.1 Act CCVl of2011, 
http://njt.hu/cgi bin/njt doc.cgi?docid=l43091.245146, (2020 Scptcmbcr 2.) 

https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-report-on-international-religious-freedom/hungary/
http://njt.hu/cgi_bin/njt_doc.cgi?docid=143091.245146
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Unification Church cemers could be established in Miskolc, Nyíregyháza and Kecskemét, all of which have 

populations exceeding 100,000. This goal can be easily achieved with che help of Hungarian HARP24(2014) 

and YSP25(2020) which are designed to give new hope to younger generations in the country. 

Secondly, rhese wimessing acrivities could supporr not only rhe recem bur also rhe fucure rranslarions of 

books, lirerarure and internet omreach, such as the rranslation of rhe memoirs of co-founder Dr. Hak Ja 

Han Moon entitled, "Mother of Peace", and the website of "Legacy of Love" celebrating Rev. Moon's 

centenary. 

According to rhe amended law, established, registered, and listed churches may perform pastoral services 

in military facilities, prisons, and hospitals. Other laws indicate religious associations may also have the right 

to provide services at these facilities which also can help to achieve this great goal this new religious 

movement. "As economical a benefo of this amended law all of religious entities will be eligible to receive 

state funding and member donations from income tax beginning in 2020."26 This would include the 

Hungarian Unification Movement. 

ln speaking about the future growth and positive influence of the Unification Movement in Hungary, 

the religious scholar, Péter Török notes rhar 

"Alrhough rhe number of rhe Unifying Church in Hungary is small, we are likely to continue to hear 

about them in the future because of the international significance of this religious community and its 

economic and social activity."27 

Such observations and predictions reinforce the likelihood that it is only a matter of time when rhe 

spiritual iron curtain will collapse now that the physical one has fallen, as Rev. and Mrs. Moon' s focus on 

true family values become more ingrained in Hungarian society. 

Summary 

This document has attempred to ourline rhe legal development of rhe religious religion in Hungary from 

1990 to the present day by pointing out the changes in Hungarian law that has affected the legal status of 

the Unifkation Movement. 

At ftrst, from 1990 to 2010, freedom of religion in Hungary was regulated in an acceptable way, which 

was also in accordance wirh the view of international legal systems. 

24 High School Associacion for the Research of Principle (HARP) founded in Hungary 2014 (Amhor's comment) 
25 Youch and Srndents for Peace founded in Hungary 2020. 
(More informaríon from internet: http://ysphungary.hu/) (Author's commem) 

Lr. lntcrnational Rcligious Frccdom Rcport about HUNGARY for 2019 Unitcd Statcs Dcpartmcnt ofStatc 

https:/ /www.statc.gov/ rcpons/2019-rcport-on-intcrnational-rcligíous-frccdom/hungary/. (2020 Octobcr 2.) 
27 hnp://publicario.bibl.u-szeged.hu/6439/1 Nallasossag-valcozacok.pdf: (2019 November 1.) 

https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-report-on-international-religious-freedom/hungary/
http://publicatio.bibl.u-szeged.hu/6439/1/Vallasossag-valtozatok.pdf
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However, the 2011 CCVI. law changed the rules of church registration and maked it impossible to 

practice religion freely ín Hungary. This regulation prompted the Hungarian Unifkation Movement to 

continue to operate as a religious organization. 

Recemly, this law has been amended moving it in positive direction when it came imo effect as of 15 

April 2019. This amendmem was prompred mainly on the basis of rhe judgmem of rhe European Courr of 

Human Rights and the decisions of the Hungarian Constitutional Court. With this change in the law, the 

Movemem can now regain its church status ifit can presem the signatures of at least 1,000 members to the 

court registration process. 

ln conclusion, the main problem was that the 2011 law did not guarantee equal treatment of churches 

by the state or eliminate distinctions between religious communities, and that granting established status 

still remained in the purview of parliamem. 
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