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ABSTRACT

Recent historical scholarship has seen an increased interest in Turkic narrative sources coming from the
successor-states of the Golden Horde, which also includes the chronicle Umdetii I-ahbar ‘Essence of His-
tories’ by the Crimean author ‘Abdulgaffar Kirimi. Particular significance lies in the chapters about the
history of the Golden Horde and of the Crimean Khanate, the text of which has been published by ‘Asim
(‘Abdulgaffar/Asim 1343 [1924/25]), and recently Derin Pagaoglu (Abdulgaffar/Derin Pashaoglu 2014),
followed by a translation into Russian (Abdulgaffar/Karimova and Mirgaleev 2018), which has been ex-
panded on by numerous other studies. In addition, there has been scholarly attention to the biography of
the author. The most notable recent studies are those of Kellner-Heinkele (1998; 2001) and Seytyag’yaev
(2013). The present article focuses on the genealogy of ‘Abdulgaffar and will show how this text contrib-
utes to our knowledge and understanding of the institutions of tutors (atalik) and foster-brotherhood
(émildes) in the Crimean Khanate.
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The few details known about the life, or rather the career, of ‘Abdulgaffar Kirimi (died after
1748), are scattered in the text of the Umdetii I-ahbar. There is, however, a longer account on the
margins of fol. 281v-283r of the manuscript (Esad ef. 2331.; Abdulgaffar/Derin Pashaoglu 2014:
123-128, 322-325), in which the chronicler relates his genealogy, stretching from the 1380s to his
own time. This text constitutes the primary source of the current article, the English translation
of which reads as follows:!

“This Emin Girey sultan, son of Sahib Girey khan, was the foster-child (besleme) of Huday
Berdi bey’s son, Safa bey. Safa bey was old and had bad eyesight. After his visit to the House
of God, his eyesight worsened, so his [Safa bey’s] father came to the Crimea and hoped
to settle down. The allotted lands granted by the above-mentioned khan [are] called the
Estate of Safa Konraty,? it is well-known that [they are] on the bank of the river Bulganak’®
within the [possessions] of the Sirin [clan]. Safa bey founded a village (karye) at that place
and settled down a number of people from his drpides* Kofirat folk in the vicinity. He
settled down [people] in the village called Esenengi® and granted lands with the condition
that they serve him well. The villages of Safa Kofirati and Esenengi on the bank of the
river Bulganak still exist and are well-known. It has already been mentioned in the chapter
of Toktamis khan that Sirin Riktemiir bey, [who] came with Toktamig khan, killed the
illustrious ancestor of this above-mentioned Safa bey, Mamay bey, son of Kiyat Alag, at the
place called Yilki suyu.® After this [event], Beg Sultan, Mamay’s son, roamed among his
people on the steppes and did not take revenge. Similarly, his son, Huday Berdi bey, did not
take [revenge], and wandered on. His son after him, the above-mentioned hajji Safa bey,
since he was impoverished, became the tutor (atalik) of the said prince [Emin Girey], only
to protect himself, and settled down in his village. However, he had a brave and zealous
son by the name of Gence. He roamed among his people and retainers (ndger) in an unso-
phisticated Tatar fashion (gayret-i cahiliye-i Tatar iizere) and did not enter the Crimea. He
somehow killed three mirzas from the line of Riktemiir, after which he set out, forded the
Yilki suyu, passed through the river Tin [Don], and settled down at the place called [...] on

! The transcription of the text follows the system of the [sldm Ansiklopedisi. Persons and place names mentioned
here are either explained in the footnotes or in the main body of the article. Place names that I could not identify
were left unaddressed. For the Russian translation of the genealogy — which at some points differs from mine - see
Abdulgaffar/Karimova and Mirgaleev 2018: 94-99.

2 I failed to find any references of this place name. The author describes this estate vaguely, at times calling it a
‘farm’ (¢ftlik) (Esad ef. 2331. fol. 1v-2r; ‘Abdulgaffar/Asim 1343 [1924/25]: 5-6), at other as ‘village’ (karye), just
as it can be seen in the current text.

* River in the southern part of the Crimean Peninsula.

* The reading orpides (324 5) and etymology of this term is obscure. It clearly includes the Turkic suffix +DAg
expressing the idea of sharing something. The noun it is attached to, however, is not clear. The dictionary of Bu-
dagov (I 1869: 121) and, following his data, Radloff (I 1960*: 1241) list a Kirghiz word érpii indicating ‘pasture’
(Bbiron; Viehweide). I could not confirm this in a more recent Kirghiz lexicon (Yudakhin 1965). If this etymology
holds ground, érpides halk: in the text could indicate a people, in this specific case the Kofirat clan, which ‘shared
the same pastures. The translators of the Umdetii l-ahbar did not translate or explain this term (Abdulgaffar/
Karimova and Mirgaleev 2018: 94).

5 This settlement is listed in the administrative registers of the Crimea (kammepasvroe onucanue) in the year
1784 as Dcenpku by Lashkov (1888: 57) and mapped as Dcensiku on the military maps of the peninsula drawn by
Mukhin (1817). For further data, see Jankowski 2006: 464.

¢ The river Kins'’ka (Rus. Konka, Konnye vody) in Zaporizska oblast, Ukraine. The river constituted the border
of the Ottoman Empire and the Russian Empire.
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the shore of the Azak sea.” He took the tribute of that area, set out [again], and settled down
at the place [called] Kara Kokge® by the river [...].° [There] he made a pact (‘ahd u yemin)
with the Cherkes [people] of Kabartay,'® and he became [their] tribesman and guest (é/ ve
konak). During this time hajji Safa bey died in the Crimea. [Gence], in order to gather his
[father’s] belongings and to mourn the death of his [father’s] foster-sultan (besleme sultant),
rode out and set foot on Crimean soil. When the bey of the Sirin, Baba bey, received news
[of Gence’s arrival], he made two of his sons, Karakiz and Kutlusa‘at commanders and pre-
pared a few soldiers. During the night when Gence bey was in Safa Kofirati, in the house
of his father, [they] came and made a night-attack. While fighting them, Gence fled, and
Karakiz mirza, it is unknown who shot [at him], was wounded by an arrow and died. As for
Gence, he was wounded several times. In the end, he barricaded himself in the mosque of
Mirza Bazari and died of his wounds. His grave is still there. The news of this spread, and
when it reached Kabartay, the despicable Cherkes broke their oath, attacked the clans of
Gence and looted his possessions. The well-known village called Gence in Kabartay [used
to be] his."! At the time his clan scattered, Gence had a small son called Murtaza. His tutor
took Murtaza, disguised him and brought him to the Crimea as a labourer. At that time,
the bey of the Sirin was Kutlu Girey bey, son of Haccl bey. In the end, the above-mentioned
tutor brought Murtaza, his besleme, placed him in front of Kutlu Girey bey, and said: “My
sultan! T am a commoner. Although he (i.e. Murtaza) belongs to your enemy’s clan, he is a
father’s only surviving boy (¢1rag). I did my duty. You are a generous man! If you please so,
kill him, if you wish [otherwise], pardon him and educate him!” As soon as [the tutor] said
this, good conscience and mercy overcame the bey. He took [him] in. Together with his
son, called Arslan, he sent [Murtaza] to be educated (beslemeye veriir), and made [them]
drink one woman’s milk. He said to all [members] of the $irin [the following]: “Our ene-
my was Gence bey. He has been slain. Now, let us be just! This young boy is my besleme.
From now on, he shall not claim the rank of a mirza!” — he made [them] content. After a
time, Arslan mirza became a renowned mirzd, but Murtaza studied and became a mem-
ber of the ulema. He made the pilgrimage to the House of God and returned [from there].
Allegedly, he was quite a rich man. Although he had his nest at Safa Kofirati, he settled in
the village of Yayla Saray,' next to Arslan mirza. After him, his son, hajji ‘Abdulvahhab
lived this way. The same way, his eldest son, hajji Mahmud efendi lived this way. ‘Abdul-
vahhab had nine sons; most of them died at Safa Kofirati. The son of hajji Mahmauad, hajji
Hasan efendi lived the same way. After that, his sons, ‘Abdurrezzak efendi and ‘Abdullah
efendi lived the same way. I, hajji ‘Abdulgaffar, the author of the [present] book, I am the
son of the late Hasan efendi. My nest and my possession (malim) is, as previously, in Safa
Konirat[1]. Without ever wishing for it (bila taleb), at times I was bound to the issues of the

7 Turkish name of the Sea of Azov.

8 The reading is unsure. Karimova and Mirgaleev (2018: 95) read Kapakéxém.

° I am unsure of the correct reading, Karimova and Mirgaleev (2018: 95) read S¢pmap-6exmap.

10 Kabarda(y) is a historical territory in the northern parts of the Caucasus Mountains. It was inhabited mainly,
but not exclusively, by different tribes of the Cherkes. The region had strong contacts, sometimes peaceful, some-
times characterized by raids, with the Crimean Khanate.

! T failed to localize the given place-name. It may or may not be identical with today’s city of Ganja, Azerbaijan.
"2 Yayla Saray1 (Crimean Tatar Cayla Saray, Ukrainian Zolote Pole, Russian Zolotoe Pole) is a settlement on the
eastern part of the Crimea, it used to be the seat of the $irin clan before the annexation of the peninsula into the
Russian Empire in 1783.
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juridical district (kazilik) of the Sirin, at times I spent my days in the service of khans and
sultans of great renown. By the grace of the everlasting God, both khans, sultans, and beys
took benefit and profit from my service and council. In 1156 (1743/44), when it came to
the time of Selim Girey khan, son of Kaplan Girey khan, apparently some mischief-makers
and hypocrites muddled around. I was his judge and confidant (makreb) during his days
as kalga. He cast [me] down without any grounds, and in the end banished [me] to the
merciless place called the fortress of Sogucak.”® This collection, the Umdetii I-ahbar, has
been written there, [a place] of disappointment and full of lamentation, in 1160 (1747/48).
Due to the relation [to the main text’s topic], my ancestry has been added to the margins.
It is a well-known proverb of the historian hajji Cantemiir bey, hajji Murteza mirza, and
the world-renowned chronicler, Mirza Bey Mirza, son of Arslanbey mirza from Kanbolat
Oglan, they say “Gence, son of Safa, his world was [either] left to you, [or] you are left with
this much.” [This remark on the margin] was added in light of this [proverb]’

CHRONOLOGICAL LAYERS IN THE GENEALOGY

In short, the Crimean chronicler’s genealogy gives the following lineage from the well-known
Golden Horde beylerbey, Kiyat Mamay (died 1380) up to himself AH 1160 (A.D. 1747/1748) as
follows: Mamay > Beg Sultan > Huday Berdi > Safa bey > Gence > Murtaza > ‘Abdulvahhab >
two sons of his, Mahmud efendi and Hasan efendi > three sons of the former, ‘Abdulgaffar and
his brothers, ‘Abdurrezak and ‘Abdullah. From 1380 to 1747/48, in a span of approximately four
centuries, ‘Abdulgaffar lists eight generations. At least a few names are missing from this list, a fact
that becomes evident when we set up a tentative chronology based on the persons mentioned in
the genealogy.

The genealogy alludes to a part of the Umdetii I-ahbar that narrates events of the late 14"
century. In short, the Crimean chronicler claims that after Toktamis khan took the Volga region
under his command, he led an inconclusive war with Mamay bey, de facto ruler of the west-
wing of the Golden Horde, at the end of which they made peace. After a while, under this guise
of visiting his Genghisid relative, Bisulu hanis, the wife of Mamay, Toktamig went to Mamay’s
camp situated on the bank of Kin'ka river (Yilk: suyu). One night, a feast was held, after which
Riktemiir, leader of the Sirin clan and a staunch supporter of Toktamig khan, lured the bey into
the steppes and murdered him. When news of this spread the next day, the son of Mamay, Beg
Sultan, moved with his people to the far-side of the Dnieper - i.e. outside of the khan’s jurisdic-
tion, indicating a ‘political vagabondage’ (kazaklik).'* For his service Riktemiir received Bisulu
hamig’s hand in marriage, from the two of whom the Sirins of the Crimea take their origin (Esad
ef. 2331. fol. 268v-269v; ‘Abdulgaffar/Asim 1343: 52-55; Abdulgaffar/Derin Pashaoglu 2014:
87-88, 351-352). The narrative contradicts every historical source that relates these events."
Regardless of this fact, it gives us the first chronological layer of ‘Abdulgaffar’s genealogy: the date
of Mamay’s death, i.e., ca. 1380.

3 Ottoman fortress on the eastern coast of the Black Sea, the construction of which ended in 1722, currently a
district (Sudzhuk-kale) of the city Novorossiysk, Krasnodarskiy kray, Russia.

' For an excellent article on kazaklik ‘politica vagabondage) see Yo-Yup Lee 2017.

1> On different versions of Mamay bey’s death with further literature, see Pochekaev 2010: 232-233.
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The next chronological layer covers events that occurred before and in 1551. A forefather
of ‘Abdulgaffar, a certain Safa bey, became a tutor (atalik) of Emin Girey sultan, son and kalga,
i.e., second in command of Sahib Girey khan. It is reported that the khan and his son died in
a coup in 1551. I could not find any reference to Safa bey from the Kiyat clan from sources on
the given period. The diviner, doctor, and later chronicler of Sahib Girey khan, Remmal Hoca
makes mention of Emin Girey sultan’s tutor, a certain Ibrahim pasa bey (Tarih-i Sahib Giray/
Gokbilgin 1973: 49). In any case, Safa bey must have also died in 1551, since his son, Gence, went
to the Crimea ‘in order to gather his [father’s] belongings and to mourn the death of his [father’s]
foster-sultan (besleme sultani). Furthermore, the genealogy mentions a number of persons who
were active in Crimean Tatar politics in the 1540%s. For example, Remmal Hoca makes several
mentions of Baba(y) bey of the Sirin, as well as his sons, Karakiz and Kutlu Sa‘at, who all partic-
ipated in Sahib Girey khan’s campaigns in the given period against Muscovy and the Circassians
(Tarih-i Sahib Giray/Gokbilgin 1973: 37, 61; Inalcik 1979-1980).' What is important here is
that the second chronological layer of ‘Abdulgaffar’s genealogy comes from the middle of the 16%
century.

Regarding the third layer of chronology, there seems to be some confusion. The genealogy
relates that not long after Safa bey’s death, his underaged (tifl-i sagir) and orphaned grandson,
Murtaza, became Sirin Kultu Girey bey's besleme, a term I shall address later in this article. He,
like other persons in the genealogy, excluding the ancestors of ‘Abdulgaftar, were genuine his-
torical figures mentioned by numerous other sources. According to these, however, Kutlu Girey
bey became an active figure in Crimean politics only at the end of the 16™ century (Belyakov,
Vinogradov and Moiseev 2017: 417). Reports by Muscovite envoys relate that he was killed in
1601 by Khan Gazi II Girey’s (1588-1608) men for taking part in a plot. These same reports
also tell that three of Kutlu Girey’s sons escaped to the Ottoman Empire (Belokurov 1889: 352).
It seems that, in ‘Abdulgaffar’s family’s historical memory, events and persons belonging to two
different periods faded into one.

The fourth and final layer of chronology, as evident from the text, is the year of 1747/48, the
same year ‘Abdulgaffar finished his work.

CRITICAL REMARKS TO THE GENEALOGY

Having the available data of the genealogy scrutinised and a tentative chronology set, we can
proceed with a few critical remarks. We must bear in mind, however, that genealogies were, for
a long time, oral traditions. Zaytsev argues that Crimean Tatar clans started writing down their
family trees from the 17 century (2009: 2011), but many of them were put to paper at an even
later period. Due to this fact, many of these narratives come with shortcomings. For example, the
list of ‘Abdulgaftar’s forefathers evidently skipped a few generations. This is particularly true for
earlier periods of Kiyat history. As stated earlier, ‘Abdulgaffar listed, in total, eight generations for
the period of 1380 to 1747/48. Of these, three are given for the period of 1380 to 1551: Beg Sultan

16 The Umdetii l-ahbar’s chapter on Sahib Girey khan’s reign (Esad ef. 2331. fol. 279v-283r; ‘Abdulgaffar/Asim
1343: 100-110; Abdulgaffar/Derin Pashaoglu 2014: 117-128, 322-329) clearly shows that ‘Abdulgaffar was famil-
iar with and worked from Remmal H'aca’s chronicle; some details of the genealogy, however, are genuine and are
absent from the Tarih-i Sahib Girey han.
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> Huday Berdi > Safa bey. For three generations to span a century and a half is unrealistic, and
thus the list seems to be too short. The lack of additional generations is even more evident if the
Crimean chronicler’s genealogy is compared to that of another family of Tatar origin: the Glins-
kiys. This family is far better documented, and also happens to trace their lineage to Mamay bey.

The Glinskiy family has three different genealogies compiled independently from one another
(Bychkova 2012: 299-304). Of these, the most extended version is the IToAABIHHBIH POAOCAOB
Iabrackux kHsa3edt ‘The Authentic Genealogy of Glinsykiy Princes’ (Vremmenik 1851: 195-197),
which is of particular interest to our study. This version, which could be a translation of a Turkic
original, narrates ‘ancestral legends’ from the time of Genghis khan to the death of Mamay. Three
excellent historical analyses of the text were conducted by Shennikov (URL 1), Trepavlov (2010),
and Mustakimov (2010). After the ‘ancestral legends’ the text continues with a list of Mamay-car’s
progeny. This part of text relates that, after the battle on the Don (i.e., 1380) Mamay-car’s son,
Munsur Kiyat, left the Golden Horde and migrated to the region of modern-day Poltava. He had
two sons. The first one, Aleksa, was baptized and took the name Aleksandr. Later, his lineage
became an influential political factor in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania (Vremmenik 1851: 196).
This early period of the family, however, is shrouded in mystery. A document from 1437 bears
witness that Boris L'vovich, grandson of Aleksa/Aleksandr, took an oath of fealty to king Wladis-
law III of Poland and grand duke of Lithuania (1434-1444). From this date onwards the history
of the Glinskiy family becomes better documented (URL 1). A turning point for the Glinskiys’
came in 1508, when Mikhael L'vovich Glinskiy, the grandson of Boris L'vovich, fled the Duchy of
Lithuania with some of his relatives after an unsuccessful military revolt against king Sigismund
I of Poland (1506-1548), and entered the service of Vasiliy III grand duke of Muscovy (1505-
1533). In their new home, they quickly became one of the leading families of the aristocracy,"” so
much so that the granddaughter of Michael L'vovich, Elena Glinskaya, became the second wife of
Vasiliy IIT (1505-1533) in 1526, and their son, later known as Ivan the Terrible (died 1584), was
the first monarch to assume the title “Tsar of all Russia’ in 1547.

These two genealogies both go back to the same historical person, Mamay bey. Due to the fact
that the Glinskiy genealogy is much older and closer to the actual events it described, and that
their history is better documented, one must give it more credibility. Altogether, the Glinskiy
genealogy lists nine consecutive generations from Mamay bey up to Ivan the Terrible, whereas
‘Abdulgaffar mentions only three. The Podlynnyy rodoslov thus implies that ‘Adbulgaffar’s gene-
alogy must contain several generational gaps for the same period.

Interestingly, the Podlynnyy rodoslov also contains data that seems to support important
claims of ‘Abdulgaffar’s family-tree. It makes mention of Munsur Kiyat’s second son, Skidyr’
(Cxuppips) who ‘having received a herd of horses and camels went to Perekop’ i.e. to the Crimea
(Vremmenik 1851: 195). This short remark shows that at the beginning of the 16" century, when
the Podlynnyy rodoslov was compiled, the members of the Glinskiy family still had a memory of
a distant relative who migrated back to Crimea. Could this Skidyr, who moved back to the clan’s
ancestral homeland, be an ancestor of Safa bey, or was he somehow related to ‘Abdulgaftar’s
lineages? Be it as it may, the current state of research does not allow to give an answer to these
questions.

17 The Podlynnyy rodoslov was compiled in the 1520s (Trepavlov 2010: 137).
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THE GENEALOGY AS A SOURCE ON SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Regardless of how many generations may be missing from ‘Abdulgaffar’s genealogy, it clearly
covers the period of approximately 380 years. In view of this, it stands out that the bulk of the
text revolves around the blood-feud and then eventual reconciliation of the $irin and Kiyat clans
in the middle of the 16™ century. Based on this, one can even argue that this was the single most
impactful event of ‘Abdulgaffar’s family, after which the feuding families formed a long lasting
cooperation. This bond was established on the basis of two social institutions of fictive kinship:
the tutorship (atalik) and foster-brotherhood (émildeglik). In other words, ‘Abdulgaffar’s geneal-
ogy provides an example that showcases how these social institutions functioned in a long durée.
Therefore, the following chapters of this article will summarise what is known about tutors and
foster-brothers in the Golden Horde, the Crimean Khanate, as well as peoples of the Caucasus.
I will then compare this with the testimony of the Crimean chronicler’s genealogy. The reason
for including the Caucasus into the scope of the present study is twofold. This territory was the
region of choice of Crimean khans and other Tatar elites west of the Volga when choosing tutors
for their offspring, and much of the relevant customs must have overlapped or shaped one anoth-
er or both. Furthermore, these social institutions survived well into the 19" century, providing
valuable ethnograpic data.

THE CLAN OF THE SIRIN

Since the $irin play such a crucial role in the topic, it is worth to give an outline of their history
and influence within the Crimean Khanate. In the middle of the 14" century the clan belonged to
the left-wing of the Golden Horde, and their grazing grounds and camps were situated along the
Syr Darya. On the right-wing they appeared shortly after 1380 as supporters of Toktamig khan
and took part in the campaigns against Mamay bey (Ivanics 2012: 29-36; Schamiloglu 2019). In
the ensuing decades the clan gained particular influence on the Crimean peninsula, where the
offspring of Ritktemiir bey became the leaders of the khanate’s tribal aristocracy: the karag: beys.
As head of the karagi beys, they had the prerogative to assemble the Crimean clans (kurultay),
and at times held influence over the election and removal of the khans. The Sirins constituted
the bulk of the khanate’s tribal armed forces, and they led their own kinsmen on campaigns.
A further prerogative of the clan was intermarriage with the Girey dynasty. Their beys disposed
over agricultural lands, salterns, and other assets on the eastern parts of the peninsula; they set
up a court-administration imitating that of the khans (Manz 1978: 284-297; Inalcik 1979/80:
447-454; Schamiloglu 1984: 283-285; Ivanics 2012: 28-30; Kotodziejczyk 2012: 6-11).

TUTORS AND FOSTER-BROTHERS IN THE GOLDEN HORDE,
CRIMEAN KHANATE AND THE CAUCASUS

Different social institutions, at the bases of which lies some kind of personal connection, be it by
marriage, friendship, service in the military, etc., were often named after real kinship terms: fa-
ther-in-law, mother-in-law, brothers-in-arms, and many more. Such is the case for tutors in many
Turkic speaking communities, including those on the territory of the Golden Horde, where they
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were called atalik, a derivative of ata ‘father’ (Doerfer 1965: I11.69-71). We can say with reason-
able confidence that ataliks, or at least some tutors of Batuid and other Genghisid princes, were
present from the initial time of the Golden Horde (Izmaylov 2023). At the same time, it is hard to
determine what their social role and function actually was. In fact, the scarce evidence that we do
have often comes from much later sources, which are quite vague. For example, the unique col-
lection of 16 century Central Asian oral historical tradition, the Cingiz-name of Otemis Hacci,'®
makes mention of three ataliks. One of these, Kiyat Buralday, was supposedly the tutor of Siban
b. Cogi. He is alleged to have accompanied him in the campaign against the Crimean Peninsula,
and led troops during the storm on the fortress of Kirk yer' (Utemish- khadzhi/Mirgaleev 2017:
31-33, 105-107, 271-273). The campaign took place in the years of 1238/39.%° The historical
memory of the steppes attributed the demise of the Batuid-line to a vengeful atalik of Berdi Beg
khan (1357-1359), called Tolubay. The chronicle relates that this atalik convinced the khan to kill
all his male relatives as an act of revenge, because Canibek khan (1342-1357) put the tutor’s son
to death (Utemish-khadzhi/Yudakhin et al. 1992: 108-109; Utemish-khadzhi/Mirgaleev 2017:
47-48, 121-122, 240-241). These events took place around 1358/59. The third one, Yahs1 Hoca,
son of the above-mentioned Riiktemiir, aided Kebek bin Toktamus in his fight against his brothers
(Utemish-khadzhi/Mirgaleev 2017: 67-68, 141-142, 194-196) in the events of the 1410’s. These
examples offer only superficial insight into the ins and outs of the social institution of atalik. At
the same time, it is important to mention that Kiyat Buralday, Tolubay, and Yahs1 Hoca were all
genuine historical figures,” with such influence that their names were preserved in the memory
of nomadic groups for as long as three hundred years. Sources from the same period, however,
are silent about foster-brothers.

Evidence, particularly diplomatic texts (orders to and reports from envoys, peace agreements,
etc.), about ataliks in the Crimean Khanate becomes more numerous from the 16" century on-
ward. From these we learn that ataliks retained their influential status and acted as confidants
and counsellors of the khans, which included supporting the khans with funds, equipment, and
their own kinsmen during times of a khan’s exile (kazaklik) (Belyakov, Vinogradov and Moiseev
2017: 414). They also often led secret diplomatic missions. Tutors of khans and sultans regular-
ly swore an oath on peace agreements of the Crimean Khanate (Kolodziejczyk 2011: 303-304,
Belyakov, Vinogradov and Moiseev 2017: 413-414) and received a share from the tribute paid by
the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and the Duchy of Muscovy (Vel'yaminov-Zernov 1864:
VPF IV AWVYE AYAYAY Y AQ ) etc.).?? This indicates that the social institution of atalik became
a position within the courts of the centres of power (Belyakov, Vinogradov and Moiseev 2017:
414). Furthermore, these sources indicate that Crimean khans chose their offspring’s tutors from
the local tribal aristocracy and Circassian tribes, and, in many cases, the tutors were the maternal

'8 On the chronicle, see Utemish-khadzhi/Yudakhin et al. 1992: 25-26; Mirgaleev 2011; Utemish-khadzhi /Mir-
galeev 2017: 5-13; Goncdl 2020; 2023.

19 The fortress is also called Cufut-kale the ruins of which are situated 3 km’s from the former capital of the Crime-
an Khanate, Baggesaray.

2 Although the Crimean campaign of the Mongols and the participation of $iban in it is documented, the descrip-
tion of it in the work of Otemis Haccl is a historical trope (see Zaytsev 2013: 496-498).

2l On Kiyat Buralday (in some sources Burunday), see Seleznev 2021 with further literature; on Tolubay, see
G6ncol 2021.

22 A few Crimean Tatar registers survived, so called tiyis-defters, that list the type, quantity and recipients (the
khan, his family-members, court-officials, confidants and the like) of the yearly tribute sent from Muscovy. For
further reading on the topic, see Ivanics 1994.
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uncles of princes (Belyakov, Vinogradov and Moiseev 2017: 415). However useful these diplo-
matic sources are, they allow only a restricted insight into the ins and outs of the institution of
atalik; they shed light specifically on tutors of the Girey-dynasty and their function within the
court, but they say little to nothing about tutelage between commoners (kara kisi), nor about
customs and other social aspects connected to tutelage. The same restrictions are encountered in
case of reports on foster-brotherhood. The genealogy of ‘Abdulgaffar and ethnographic material
from the Caucasus, however, cover exactly those gaps that are left by the above-mentioned dip-
lomatic type sources. To have a better insight of the whole institution, the question must first be
addressed: how does someone become a tutor?

As mentioned earlier, customs of tutelage in the Caucasus survived well into the 19" century,
and ethnographers describe in detail the process of becoming a tutor, the responsibilities, the
enjoyed benefits, and what customs were associated with it. It is important to highlight that tute-
lage usually connects two families that are positioned on different levels of the social hierarchy.
Since this process results in a special kind of patron-client relationship between the participants,
this study shall call the family on the higher level patron-family, whereas the one on the lower
client-family. It must be kept in mind that, although the tutelage of a high-born offspring was
entrusted to the client-family, it was rather a matter of its whole clan. Once word spread that the
prospective patron-family expected a child, a clan interested in building relationships with them
searched for a suitable foster-family among their ranks. When a wife within the clan who was also
pregnant was found, they applied, bearing gifts, for the position of tutor. The child, either male
or female, was usually given to the foster-family (from now on: client-family), for care soon after
its birth. The Crimean Tatar word indicating the foster-child was besleme, the original meaning
of the word being 1) ‘the act of feeding, fattening, or supporting; but it also indicates 2) fed, sup-
ported, ... (Redhouse 1921: 265), a term we regularly encountered in ‘Abdulgaffar’s family histo-
ry, whereas the custom of tutelage was called besleme verme ‘to hand someone over as a besleme’
(Cevdet cited by Tavkul 2016: 228). The besleme remained with his or her tutor’s family and kin
until their 15"-16% year, and then he or she was returned to their biological parents.

During the period of the tutelage, every aspect of child care was the responsibility of the cli-
ent-family, material, social and emotional. It was customary for the wife of the tutor to breastfeed
the child together with her own, and the besleme enjoyed priority over her own children. The
tutor was expected to provide sustenance, clothing, education, military training and more. One
can argue that, in all likelihood, the besleme, growing up at his tutor’s home and within the tutor’s
family and kin, must have formed a deep bond with and trust towards them. At the end of the
tutelage the tutor was expected to provide lavish gifts for his besleme, such as clothing, dowry if
they were females, a mount and other military equipment if they were males. This means that
the client-family must have had a stable material status in order to provide for the besleme. In
any case, after the foster-child’s return to the patron-family, the client-family could expect to
be handsomely rewarded. They received valuable gifts, cloth, clothing, horses, bows, muskets,
and, in many cases, even a plot of land on the patron-family’s estates. Additionally, they gained
an influential lordship and their protection. It is important to note that tutors often moved into
their besleme’s court after they came of age or settled down near them, and served them with
counsel and other kinds of similar services (Lavrov 1978: 211-212; Tavkul 2016: 227). This must
have made tutorship a sought after, even a lucrative position. How lucrative, can be learned from
an entry from Evliya Celebr’s Seyahat-name. In 1666, the Ottoman administration deposed the
reigning khan, Mehmed IV Girey (1641-1644, 1654-1665) and ordered him to report to Istanbul.
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The khan refused to comply, and set out with his sons and retinue to gather support from his
allies in the Caucasus. On one occasion, the Circassian tribe hosting the khan, appeared ‘armed
to the teeth’ in front of him, and, ‘pretending to ask’ (gitya ala tariki r-rica), took his son, Canibek
Girey sultan. “We will feed him, let him remain some time with us, he is our lord! As time pass-
es, he may become khan and his blessings will profit us’ - relates the Ottoman traveller (Evliya
Celebi/Dagli et al. 2003: 284). This report shows that the tribe took advantage of the khan’s vul-
nerable situation, and, for possible future gains, they forced the khan to engage with them in the
institution of atalik.

It is important to note that tutorship in the Caucasus was also employed as a means of rec-
onciliation between families involved in a blood-feud. In this case, the party that committed
a murder took in a child of the victim’s family and brought him or her up (Lavrov 1978: 211-212;
Belyakov, Vinogradov and Moiseev 2017: 413).

Whatever the reason for the families involved in this social institution of tutorship was, one
must bear in mind that its customs could be, and often were, quite flexible. A besleme, particularly
coming from a family of exceptionally high status, could have more than one tutor, but an atalik
was only allowed to have one besleme. Furthermore, there are reported cases when adult persons
(between 15 to 30 years of age) chose for themselves an atalik, or vice versa. Although these
reports come from diplomatic sources, and are related to princes (sultan, hanzade) of the Girey
dynasty (Belyakov, Vinogradov and Moiseev 2017: 413) — meaning they were politically motivat-
ed - the cases clearly show that this social institution must have had considerable importance to
the Crimean society and aristocracy, symbolic or otherwise.

It was noted earlier that it was customary for the tutor’s wife to breast-feed the besleme in his or
her infancy which, in turn, created yet another notion of a fictive kinship with the children of the
client-family. The East Old Turkic term indicating these foster-brothers and foster-sisters reflects
this relationship quite literally. As the 11" century lexicographer, Kaggari notes, they were called
emigdes, a term formed from the word emig ‘female breast’ and the suffix +DAg expressing the
idea of sharing something, thus ‘comrades of the breast’ Tuvan and Uzbek testify the survival of
the word; in other contemporary Turkic languages it was replaced by the term emgektes, formed
from the verb em- ‘to suck’ (Vdsary 1982: 549-551). In the Mongol era, however, two other lex-
emes appeared in parallel. In Ilkhanid Iran and Timurid Central-Asia the term kdkeltes came to
be used, from West Middle Mongolian koke(n) ‘female breast’ (Doerfer I 1963: 481-482; Vasary
1982: 554-557). In the Golden Horde and its successor-states, the word emildes caught hold
(Vésary 1982: 551-554).

We know a number of emildes from several successor-states of the Golden Horde, but we are
yet again limited by sources; they are all related’ to Genghisids. Not much is known about its
social aspects among the lower levels of society. In any case, the khans’ and sultans’ foster-broth-
ers and foster-sisters enjoyed a high social standing. They held positions at court, were personal
servants, and perhaps also bodyguards of their royal ‘kin’ (Vasdry 1982: 551-552). Scarce data
shows that at times the émildes of Crimean khans also received a share of Polish-Lithuanian and
Muscovian tribute (Vel'yaminov-Zernov 1864: 1 VY), although they are not so often mentioned
in tiyis-defters as the ataliks. There is somewhat more data on foster-brothers from Ilkhanid Iran
and Timurid Central-Asia, which are of particular relevance. In these territories, the kikeltes
were confidants of the rulers. They belonged to a ruler’s inner circle, or their offsprings; and are
quite often mentioned as high ranking military leaders. They could even rise to the position of
regional governors or state ministers (Vasdry 1982: 557-560; Ando 1992: 248-250).
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This short review on ataliks and émildeses helps to better understand the motivation of
‘Abdulgaffar’s forefathers. Descendants of Mamay bey spent a number of years in exile, arguably
losing much of their influence on politics within the western wing of the Golden Horde. Then,
one of their members, Safa bey, decided to return to the Crimea. Empoverished, blind, having
no power base, and entangled in a blood-feud with the peninsula’s most powerful clan, the Sirin,
the possibilities of social progress were slim. It is not too hard to see what the incentives of Safa
bey were for becoming the tutor of the khan’s first-born son, the kalga. First and foremost, he and
his kin enjoyed the protection of their royal patrons. Additionally, Safa bey received a land-dona-
tion — as we saw, this was a usual reward of an atalik. On this land, he settled down ‘his drpides
Koiirat people, who can possibly be identified as his allies or clients. There were further incen-
tives for taking the role of tutor. His besleme, the kalga, was the prospective ruler of the Crimean
Khanate. In case he succeeded to the throne, Safa bey would have become a member of the khan’s
inner-most circle, a confidant, and a member of court with a high potential of influence. Becom-
ing an atalik was therefore a way for Safa bey, de facto an outsider in Crimean politics, to achieve
rapid rise within the society, and also an opportunity to further his clan’s and allies’ prospects
in their new home. However, after Sahib Girey khan and Emin Girey kalga were killed in 1551,
this all came to naught. Safa bey and his offspring lost their powerful patron, and violence again
spilled out between the Kiyats and the $irins.

There are several interesting developments regarding the further history of these two clans.
As mentioned earlier, tutorship was a customary way to settle ongoing blood-feuds, and this is
reflected in ‘Abdulgaffar’s genealogy. A member of the perpetrator’s clan, Sirin Kutlu Girey bey,
declared the son of the victim, Kiyat Murtaza, to be his besleme. This meant the end of hostili-
ties by initiative of Murtaza’s atalik. Moreover, we learn that Kutlu Girey ‘sent [Murtaza] to be
educated (beslemeye veriir), and made [him and his son, Arslan] drink one woman’s milk’ This
remark indicates several interesting and important developments. It becomes clear that the $irin
bey delegated the responsibilities of tutorship to a third person, meaning his tutorship must have
been nominal, and he himself was not actually involved in the upbringing of Murtaza. It also
shows that Murtaza, an impoverished orphan, had at least three tutors during his youth. It is also
intriguing that Kutlu Girey determined the future career of his besleme: ‘He shall not claim the
rank of mirza’ he stated, therefore Murtaza ‘became a member of the ulema’ (sing. ‘alim). Manz
Forbes (1978: 295) argues that in the Crimean Khanate in middle of the 16™ century mirzas were
junior members of aristocratic clans who were active in military affairs, such as leading raids and
forays, and clearly had a high social status. Instead, Murtaza underwent a training in Islamic the-
ology and law, which opened the way for the young man to acquire a similarly elevated status in
the social hierarchy of the khanate. Such cases must have been rare, as it is hard to imagine that
patron families allowed the tutors to make such impactful decisions.

‘Abdulgaftar remarks that Kutlu Girey bey made his son Arslan and Murtaza ‘drink one wom-
an’s milk’ This makes it apparent that Arslan and Murtaza became émildes to one another, a de-
cision that turned out to be most impactful for the chronicler’s family. After his training and the
hacc, Murtaza moved into Yayla Saray, and it is safe to assume he was tasked with administering
justice on Sirin estates. What is more, all of his offspring ‘lived the same way’; evidence shows that
even ‘Abdulgaffar held this office for a number of years (Esad Efendi 2331. fol. 320r; ‘Abdulgaffar/
‘Asim 1343 [1924/25]: 198-199; Abdulgaffar/Derin Pashaoglu 2014: 228, 248). Here we have two
families of non-Genghisid origin which were connected by émildeslik, the client-family serving
as judges for the patron-family, on a hereditary basis for nearly two centuries! Such long-last-
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ing patron-client cooperation between foster-brother families are currently only known in the
Timurid successor-states (Vasary 1982: 559). Ando’s research on the tribes, clans and individuals
even lead him ‘to suppose the existence of a social institution under the Timurids, in which a
family under the term kikaltas (see kikeltes above) was bound to a prince, and which created a
relationship - possibly lasting for several generations — between the family and a given line of the
Timurids. This institution seems to have played an important role in forming a personal circle
of confidants’ (Ando 1992: 248). ‘Abdulgaffar’s genealogy, even though it was produced in the
Crimean Khanate not the Timurid Empire, confirms Ando’s assumption.

As the study shows, the institutions of atalik and émildes were based on the notion of fictive
kinship-formes which benefited the parties involved in them. Patron-families were able to out-
source the burdens of child-care, and, at the same time, recruit new clients. This includes not
just the atalik or émildes, but possibly their entire extended families. Owing to the imbalance of
the participants’ social status, the patron-family was able to keep the client-family firmly under
their power. For families on lower levels of society, these institutions provided a way to rapidly
rise in the social hierarchy, to acquire protection, and to accumulate wealth and influence. In
short, these fictitious kinship-forms offered a kind of social mobility. ‘Abdulgaffar’s genealogy
also shows that these social institutions — under the right circumstances - could bind families
to one another for many generations, meaning they were a way of social organization within the
successor-states of the Golden Horde.

TRANSCRIPTION OF ‘ABDULGAFFAR’S GENEALOGY

[281v] isbu Emin Girey sultan bin Sahib Girey han Safa Beg bin Huday Berdi begifi beslemesi
olub Safa Beg pir it a'ma olub ziyaret-i beytii I-lah étdikden sofira ‘amalik ‘ari1z olmagla babasi
geliib Kirimda iskan murad édiib han-i misariin ileyhden ‘inayet olunan arazi-yi mahdide ki
Safa Kofirati erzi défmekle Sirin i¢inde nehr-i Bulganakda meshardur Safa Beg ol mahallde ka-
rye ihdas édiib ve civarinda kendii 6rpides halki olan Kofirat halkindan bir mikdar halk iskan
eylemis ve kezalik kendiisine hizmet étdirmek iizere Esenengi nam karyeyi iskan ve bir mikdar
erz i'ta eylemis ve haliyen Bulganak nehri {izere karye-i Safa Kofirati ve karye-i Esenengi mevcad
ve ma‘rafdur maru z-zikr el-hacc Safa begifl cedd-i allasi olan Kiyat Alag oglu Mamay begi Yilki
suyu dédikleri yerde Toktamig han ile geliib Sirin Ritktemiir beg katl étdigi Toktamis han faslinda
beyan olunmusdur ba‘dehii Mamay oglu Beg Sultan kendii halki i¢inde kirda gezmis intikam al-
mamig ba‘deh anifi olglu Huday Berdi beg kezalik ahz étmeyiib gezmis gitmis gitmis (!) ba‘deha
anifi oglu mezkar el-hacc Safa beg ‘alil olmagla ancak kendiisini hifz i¢lin miiariin ileyh sultana
atalik olmusg ve karyesinde sakin olmus amma Gence naminda bir bahadir ve gayar [282r] oglu
olub gayret-i cahiliye-i Tatar tizere kirda kendii halki ve négeri i¢inde geziib K[irima] girmemis
bir takrir ile nesl-i Ritktemiirden ii¢ ‘aded mirzay: katl eylemis ve ba‘dehi Yilki suyundan go¢iib
Tin suyin geciib Azak defizi sahilinde [Aftar Bahtyar?] nam mevki‘inde sakin olub ol mahallin
bacini almis andan sofira go¢iib nehr-i Kimide Kara [Kokce] mahallde sakin olmus ve Kabartay
cerkesi ile ‘ahd u yemin ve él ve konak olmus isbu esnada Kirimda el-hacc Safa Beg fevt olmagla
anifi metrakatini cem* i¢lin ve besleme sultan: fevt olmagla ta’ziye igiin at atlayub Kirima geger
ve Sirin begi Baba beg haber alub Karakiz ve Kutlusa‘at nam iki oglini bag édiib bir mikdar ‘asker
hazir éder Gence beg babasinifi hanesi olan Safa Kofiratina kondug: gece geliib seb-i hiin éderler
muharebe éderek Gence firar éder ve Karakiz mirza dahi her kimden olursada gece ok [t]okunur
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fevt olur ve Gence dahi kag yerinden mecruh olub ‘akibet Karye Mirza Bazarl cami‘ine kapanur
ve anda cerahetden fevt olur ve hala mezar1 andadir igbu haber olina ve Kabartaya vardikda
cerkes-i nakes nakz-i ‘ahd édiib Gencenin élini ¢aparlar malini yagma éderler hatta meghir olan
Kabartaydaki Gence dédikleri kdy anidir dérler ve Gencenin éli perakende olicak Murtza nam
tifl-i sagir oglinin ataligi® Murtezay: alub tebdil-i sekil édiib irgad tarikasinca Kirima geliir bir
kag vakit

[282v]

ve ol vakitde Sirinif bas begi Kutlu Girey beg bin Hacci beg imis ‘akibet merkam atalik besle-
kisiyim her nekadar diismenifiiz nesli isede bir atanif fakat kalan bir ¢iragidir ben bana diigenini
icrd siz murivvet-kanisiz isterseniz katl édifi isterseniz ‘avf u ¢irag édin déyticek bege dahi insaf
u merhamet geliir ve alur Arslan nam ogliyla ma‘en beslemeye vériir bir hatunif siidin igeriir
ve ‘umumen Sirinlere dér ki bizim hasmimiz Gence beg idi ol ise katl olundi artik insaf édelim
isbu yas benim beslememdir min ba‘d mirzalik da‘vasin étmesiin déyii irza’ éder ba‘de zamanin
Arslan mirza namdar mirza olur ve Murteza dahi okuyub zlimre-i ‘ulemadan olur ve hacc-i beytu
1-lah édub geliir ve hayli maldar kimse imis Safa Koiirat[in]da evkari olub kendiisi Arslan mirza
yaninda karye-i Yayla Sarayinda sakin olur ba‘deht bunu oglu el-hacc ‘Abdulvahabb dahi bu
minval {izere geger ve kezalik bunun ogullarinif ekberi el-hacc Mahmuad efendi dahi béyle geger
ve ‘Abdulvahabbifi tokuz ‘aded oglu olub ekseri Safa Konratda

[283r]

olmiisler ve el-hacc Mahmudun oglu el-hacc Hasan efendi dahi ol minval {izere ge¢mis ba“
deha ogullar1 ‘Abdurrezak ve ‘Abdullah efendiler dahi bu minval {izere ge¢misler muharreru
l-kitab el-hacc ‘Abdulgaffar dahi1 merhim Hasan efendi ogluyum evkarim ve malim kema kan
Safa Konratdadir kendiim bila taleb gah umaur-i kaza-i Sirine miibtela ve gah hanan ve selatin-i
‘ali-sanan hizmetlerinde evkat-giizar olub fazl-i huday-i la-yezal ile gerek han ve gerek sultan
ve gerek beg hizmet {i sohbetimden memniin u mahziz idiler bifi yiiz elli alt: tarthinde hanlik
nevbeti Selim Girey han bin Kaplan Girey hana geldikde ba‘z1 miifsid i miinafiklar galiba ifsad
étmisdiir kalgaliginda kazisi ve makrebi idim ol vakitde enva‘ [u] diirlti kahr-i bila-sebeb édiib
‘akibet Sogucuk kal‘esi dédikleri cay-i bi-emane nefy eyledi ol mahallde magbun-i zar-giryan bin
yiiz altmis tarthinde isbu cem‘iyat-i ‘Umdetii [-ahbar tahrir olunub bi-hasebii I-miinasebete kendii
aba vu ecdadim derkenar olund: ravi-yi ahbar el-hacc Cantemiir beg ve el-hacc Murteza mirza
ve Kanbolat oglandan meghiir-i cihan olan miiverrih Mirza Beg mirza bin Arslanbek mirzadir
Safa oglu Gence sana kaldi1 bu diinya ve yahud sana kaldi bu munca dérler mesel-i meshardur
afa bin&en isaret olund:

% Corrected from ataligini by Cs. G. - the presence of the direct object-marker is unnecessaray and can only be
attributed to a scribal mistake.
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