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2021. mércius 24. és junius 4. kozott Nagytétény déli
hatdraban, beépitetlen, fas-bokros telken egy lzem-
csarnok és kiszolgald (bekotdéut,
csapadékviz-tarozd) épitéséhez kapcsoldéddan a Bu-
dapesti Torténeti Mlizeum megel8z6 feltdrast végzett.
Az dsatas soran segitséglinkre volt Mrdv Zsolt (Magyar
Nemzeti Mlzeum) és Vida Istvdn vezetésével a Magyar
Nemzeti Mlizeum Ko6zosségi Régészeti Programjanak
tagsdga, valamint régészet szakos egyetemi hallgatok.

A mintegy 2000 m? kiterjedés(i munkateriileten
kozel 60, vegyes ritusd romai kori sir, egy feltehetéen
késé romai korszakra keltezhetd drok (fossa?) derék-
sz6gUl forduldsanak rovidebb szakasza, és egy 17-18.
szazadi arok kerdlt elé. A romai kori sirok Campona au-
xilidris tdboranak és vicusanak nyugati, imes (it menti,
kordbban ismeretlen temetdjéhez tartoztak.

A munkaterlleten feltart sirok slirlisége és szoro-
désa alapjan keleti és déli iranyban egyértelmden to-
vébbi sirok vdrhatdak, mig a nyugati részen valészin(-
leg elértik a temetd szélét. Az itt megnyitott kisebb
munkateriileten (csapadékviz-tdrozd) ugyanis mar nem
taldltunk sirokat, és az el6ékerlilt, derékszogben forduld
késb romai kori arok is inkdbb értoronyhoz, mintsem te-
metéhoz kapcsolddhatott.

|étesitményeinek

Between March 24 and June 4, 2021, preventive archae-
ological excavations were conducted by the Budapest
History Museum in the southern area of Nagytétény’s
territory on an undeveloped, wooded and scrub-cov-
ered plot in connection with the construction of an in-
dustrial hall and associated facilities (access road and
stormwater retention basin). During the excavation, as-
sistance was provided by Zsolt Mrav (Hungarian Nation-
al Museum), members of the Community Archaeology
Programme of the Hungarian National Museum led by
Istvan Vida, as well as archaeology students from uni-
versities.

Within the approximately 2,000 m? work area,
nearly 60 Roman-age burials of mixed rite were exca-
vated, along with a short section of a presumably Late
Roman ditch (fossa?) with a right-angled turn, and a
17th—18th-century ditch. The Roman graves belonged
to a previously unknown cemetery associated with the
western roadside zone of the auxiliary fort of Campona
and its vicus, along the limes road.

Based on the density and distribution of the burials,
further graves can be expected to the east and south,
while the western part of the excavation likely reached
the edge of the cemetery, as no further graves were
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1. kép: Halomsirhoz tartozo kérdrok bontds kézben (Foto: Beszeédes Jozsef)

Fig. 1. Circular ditch belonging to a tumulus during excavation (Photo by Jozsef Beszeédes)

A legkorabbi sirokat a Kr. u. 2. szazad elejérdl szar-
mazd hamvasztdsos ritusu temetkezések jelentették. A
2. szdzad folyaman a hamvasztds, ezen beliil is féként
a szorthamvas temetkezés maradt a leggyakoribb ritus.
A 2. szdzad maésodik felében viszont mar felbukkant a
hantolds is, amely a 3. szdzad folyaman végig uralko-
do ritus maradt. A temetd a 4. szdzad elsé felében még
haszndlatban volt, a szdzad masodik felére, illetve az 5.
szdzadra keltezheté leletanyag azonban mar nem kerdilt
eld.

A hamvasztasos temetkezések zome magas tér-
szinten kertlt el6, néhol alig 25-30 cm-rel a jelenlegi fel-
szin alatt. Szamos esetben 80-90 cm mélységben hosz-
szanti szantdsnyomokat tudtunk medfigyelni. Ez arra
utal, hogy a mezdégazdasdgi tevékenység jelentésen
roncsolta a hamvasztasos sirok egy részét, sét tobbet
kozulik nyomtalanul meg is semmisithetett.

A hamvasztdsos sirok csaknem felét korarok ha-
tarolta, altaldban egy, ritkdbban két bejarati megsza-
kitdssal. (1. kép) Osszesen 22, eltéré méretli kdrdrok
vagy korarok-részlet kertlt eld, melyek atméréje négy
métertdl 8,5 méterig terjedt. Ott, ahol megmaradtak a
hamvasztdsos sirok a kordrkon belil, mindig kézépen
helyezkedtek el és dltaldban északkelet-délnyugati ta-
jolast kovettek. Az egy-két méter széles bejarat a fel-
tardsi tertlet északi és keleti korarkaindl északra, mig
a déli-délnyugati csoportnal tobbnyire dél felé nézett.
Ennek valdszintileg topografiai okai lehettek: az északi
csoport tdjolasa a munkateriilet északi szomszédsaga-

found in the smaller investigated area prepared for the
stormwater basin. The Late Roman right-angled ditch
excavated here may rather be associated with a watch-
tower than with the cemetery itself.

The earliest graves were cremation burials dating
to the early 2nd century AD. Throughout the 2nd cen-
tury, cremation—predominantly in the form of scattered
cremation burials—remained the most common funer-
ary rite. In the second half of the 2nd century, inhuma-
tion also appeared, which then became the dominant
burial practice throughout the 3rd century.

The cemetery was still in use in the first half of the
4th century, but no finds datable to the second half of
the 4th century or the 5th century were unearthed.

The majority of the cremation burials were found
relatively close to the present ground level, in some
cases only 25-30 cm below the surface. In several in-
stances, longitudinal plough marks were observed at
depths of 80—90 cm, indicating that agricultural activ-
ity had significantly disturbed parts of the cremation
graves and may even have completely destroyed some
of them without trace.

Nearly half of the cremation graves were enclosed
by circular ditches, generally with one, more rarely two,
entrance gaps. (Fig. 1) A total of 22 circular ditches or
ditch segments of varying size were identified, with di-
ameters ranging from 4 m to 8.5 m. Where cremation
burials survived within the enclosures, they were always
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2. kép: Helyben rekonstrudlt halomsir (Foto: Beszédes Jozsef)

Fig. 2. Reconstructed tumulus in situ (Photo by Jozsef Beszédes)

ban, nagyjdbdl a mai Nagytétényi Ut nyomvonaldban
futd limes uthoz igazodott, mig a déli kdrarkok egy fel-
tételezett belsé temetdi Uthoz kapcsolddhattak.

A korarkok pontosabb értelmezése, igy a sirhely
rekonstrudldsa kapcsan Ujabban vita bontakozott ki.
(2. kép) Az altalunk feltart kordrkok nagy valdszinliség-
gel nem sirkertek, hanem mdra mar teljesen elszantott,
egykori halomsirok (tumuli) maradvanyai. Ezt a felve-
tést aldtdmasztja az a tény is, hogy tobb kordrok be-
toltésébdl nagy szamban kerliltek elé kdzepes méretd
faragatlan, tort kovek. Ezek feltehetéen a halomsirok
foldfeltoltésének aljadt megtdmasztd kdsor, képakolas
leomldsanak kovetkeztében gurultak be az arokba.

A hamvasztdsos sirok jellemzé mellékletei a kera-
mia- és Uvegedények, a firmamécsesek, az érmek, az
liveggyongyok és egyéb ékszerek voltak. Az ékszerek
kozil kiemelnénk a 2. szdmu sirban taldlt két darab,
S-akasztds, dradgakd-berakdsos arany fiilbevaldt, vala-
mint a tobb sirbdl is elékerlilt aranyozott liveggydngyo-
ket. A keramiaedények valtozatos formakincset mutat-
tak, gyakoriak voltak a savos festésl, fogaskarcolasos
korsok, vizszintesen kihajlé peremU télak, behuzott pe-
remd festett talak, tovdbba poharak (kdztlik tobb hor-
pasztott falu példannyal), és festett kancsok. Az érem-
anyagot 2. szdzadi veretek alkottak.

A mintegy 20 hantoldsos temetkezés egy-két ki-
vételtdl eltekintve nem vagta a korabbi hamvasztasos
sirokat (3. kép), hanem azokat kikerlilve, a még szaba-
don Iévé koztes zondkban helyezkedett el. Ez arra utal,
hogy a temetét folyamatosan hasznaltdk. A kordbbi (2.

centrally placed and generally oriented along a north-
east—southwest axis.

The entrance gaps, typically 1-2 m wide, were
oriented northwards in the northern and eastern ditch
group, while in the southern—southwestern group they
more commonly faced south. This pattern likely reflects
topographical factors: the orientation of the northern
group corresponds to the line of the limes road running
along the northern boundary of the excavation area (ap-
proximately the present-day Nagytétényi Road), where-
as the southern ditches may have been connected to
an internal cemetery pathway.

The precise interpretation of the circular ditch-
es, and thus the reconstruction of the burial features,
has recently become the subject of debate among re-
searchers. (Fig. 2) The circular ditches unearthed during
our excavation are most likely not grave enclosures, but
rather the heavily ploughed remains of former burial
mounds (tumuli).

This interpretation is supported by the fact that
a large number of medium-sized, unworked and frag-
mented stones were recovered from the fills of several
circular ditches. These stones are most plausibly inter-
preted as having originated from a stone packing or
retaining ring at the base of the mound’s earthen fill,
which collapsed and rolled into the surrounding ditch as
the mound structure decayed and was later destroyed
by agricultural activity.

The typical grave goods from the cremation burials
included ceramic and glass vessels, oil lamps (Firma-
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3. kép: Hantoldsos temetkezes (Foto: Beszedes Jozsef)

Fig. 3. Inhumation burial (Photo by Jozsef Beszeédes)

szdzadi) siroknak jol lathaté nyomai voltak még a 3. szé-
zad folyaman is.

A hantoldsos sirok tdjoldasukat tekintve féként
északkelet-délnyugati irdnyt mutattak, ami a limesut ira-
nyaval egyezett. Ettdl eltérd (pl. észak-dél) tdjolasu sirok
is el6kertiltek, amelyek inkabb a rendelkezésre 4ll6 hely
szlikosségéhez vald alkalmazkoddast tiikrozik, semmint
valamilyen kultikus-vallasi szokast.

A sirformék véltozatosak voltak: az egyszer( un.
Jfoldsirok” mellett padmalyos és padkas sirok, a képa-
koldsos sirok tobb tipusa és egy egyszerlbb szarkofag
is eléfordult. Erdemes kiilén kiemelni egy, a rémai kor-
ban meglehetésen ritka sirformat, ahol négy coloplyuk
mutatkozott a sirfenék sarkaiban. Ezeket leginkabb a
halotti kerevet nyomaiként értelmezhetjiik.

Az elhunytat dltaldban haton fekvé helyzetben, kar-
jait konyokben meghajlitva, fakoporsdba téve helyezték
orok nyugalomra. Néhany esetben a ldbakat keresztbe
tették.

A hantoldsos sirok jellemzé mellékletei az érmek, a
firmamécsesek, a kerdmia- és livegedények voltak, de
eldkeriiltek arannyal befuttatott lveggyongyok, korai
hagymagombos fibuldk, tovdbba tlikorlivegek és egy
ascia (dcsbalta) is. A viseleti targyak kozil a caligasze-

lampen), coins, glass beads, and various other types of
jewellery. Among the jewellery finds, particular mention
should be made of two S-shaped hook earrings with
gemstone inlays recovered from Grave 2, as well as
gilded glass beads found in several graves. The ceram-
ic assemblage showed a wide variety of shapes, with
commonly occurring types including band-decorated
and comb-incised jugs, bowls with horizontally everted
rims, painted bowls with inverted rims, as well as cups
(including several examples with ribbed or corrugated
walls), and painted jugs. The numismatic material con-
sisted of 2nd-century coins.

The approximately 20 inhumation burials, with only
one or two exceptions, did not cut into the earlier cre-
mation graves (Fig. 3), but were instead placed in the re-
maining open spaces between them. This suggests that
the cemetery was in continuous use over time, and that
the earlier (2nd-century) graves were still clearly visible
into the 3rd century.

In terms of orientation, the inhumation burials pre-
dominantly followed a northeast—southwest axis, corre-
sponding to the direction of the limes road. Some burials
deviated from this pattern (e.g. north—south orientation),
which is more likely to reflect spatial constraints within
the cemetery rather than any specific ritual or religious
practice.

The burial types were diverse: alongside simple
earth graves, there were niche graves and ledged
(bench-type) graves, several types of stone-covered
graves, and also a simple sarcophagus. Of particular
interest is a relatively rare Roman-age grave type in
which four postholes were observed at the corners of
the grave pit. These are most plausibly interpreted as
the traces of a funerary bier or mortuary bed placed
within the grave.

The deceased was typically buried in a supine
position, with the arms bent at the elbows, placed in a
wooden coffin. In some cases, the legs were crossed.

Typical grave goods in the inhumation burials in-
cluded coins, oil lamps (Firmalampen), ceramic and
glass vessels, as well as gilded glass beads, early Zwie-
belkopf fibulae, mirror glass fragments, and an ascia
(carpenter’s axe). Among items of dress and equipment,
caligae nails (hobnails of military sandals) should also
be highlighted, as well as iron coffin nails among the
miscellaneous finds.

Surprisingly, archaeological features were not
identified from any period between the late Roman Age
and the 17th century. However, metal-detecting survey
of the surface humus yielded stray finds from the Hun-
garian Conquest period, the Arpédian Age, and the
15th—16th centuries (including mounts and coins).
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geket, az egyéb leletek koziil pedig a vas koporsdsze-
geket érdemes még kiemelni.

Meglepd mdédon a késé romai korszak és a 17. sza-
zad kozotti idészakbdl nem talaltunk régészeti jelen-
séget. A felszini humusz fémkeresével torténé atvizs-
gdldsa azonban honfoglalds kori, Arpad-kori és 15-16.
szdzadi szdrvany leleteket (vereteket és érmeket) ered-
ményezett.

Az 3satasi fellilet északi szélén végigfutd lekereki-
tett alju arok a 17-18. szdzadra keltezhetd.
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