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TANULMANYOK - STUDIES

SYMBOLISM AND TRADITIONS IN THE SOCIETY
OF THE BELL BEAKER - CSEPEL GROUP

ANNA ENDRODI*-EMILIA PASZTOR**

In the present paper, we called attention to a so far unknown religious idea of the Bell Beaker -
Csepel group after observations made at the excavation of Budapest-Albertfalva, archaeo-astro-
nomical analyses, two special shards with channelled knob ornaments and their analogues. The
schematic representation of the Sun symbol appears, although rarely, in the accompanying mate-
rial (“Begleitkeramik”) of the Csepel group (on grave ceramics, the Albertfalva fragment was prob-
ably originally intended to be placed in a grave). The custom of the building of round houses in
the western group of the Bell Beaker culture and the burials with round ditches in the eastern
group make us think. The orientation of the houses according to the winter solstice at Albertfalva
and the existence of a territory enclosed by a round ditch between the houses render the role of the
Sun in the daily and religious life of the population of the Csepel group even more emphatic. The
representation of the Sun in various forms (gold discs, incised Sun motives) can be observed on
nearly the entire territory of the Bell Beaker culture yet we do not want to interpret this phenom-
enon as a Sun cult. The religious beliefs of the Bell Beaker culture are extremely complicated, com-
plex and colourful, and Sun, an environmental factor that defines daily life, could only be an ele-

ment in it.

The post-structure houses with arched sides,
which attest to the settled way of life of the Bell
Beaker - Csepel group, are the most significant
from the close to 1500 Early Bronze Age features
uncovered at Budapest-Albertfalva in 2001-2002.
The “boat-shaped” house type has been found at
three archaeological sites with finds of the Bell
Beaker - Csepel group on the territory and in the
region of Budapest and in western Hungary
(Budapest-Albertfalva,! Szigetszentmiklés-Udiil6-
sor,> Bucsu-Hosszu Aszu-diil6, Vas county?®). No
analogous forms are known in the occupation
zone of the culture north and west of us (Fig. 1.1).4

* Endrédi Anna. Budapest History Museum, H-1014 Budapest,
Szent Gyorgy tér 2.
** Pasztor Emilia. H-7020 Dunafoldvar, S6haz u. 4.
1 ENDRODI 2002, 2003; ENDRODI-REMENYI 2003.
2 ENDRODI 1992.
3 ILonN 2005, 179.
4 HARRISON 1980.

The 11 plank-structure houses with arched
sides (12) unearthed on a territory of 10,000 m?
about 250 m from the main branch of the Danube
had a northwest-southeast directed axis. Even
the entrance of numerous houses could be
observed on the eastern or the western arched
side. In the southern part of the unearthed settle-
ment fragment and between the houses, two fea-
tures of very large (15 x 14 m, 1.80 m deep) fea-
tures of pit complexes were uncovered. We think
that they were primarily clay pits, which could
later function as workshops. A rund ditch of a
diameter of 8.3 m came to light between the
houses at the western edge of the settlement
(Fig. 1.2-5).5

Numerous feature types and objects came to
light on the large surface of the Early Bronze Age
settlement that had not been known in the Bell

5 ENDRODI 2002, 85; ENDRODI 2003; ENDRODI-REMENYI 2003.
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Fig. 1. 1: Early Bronze Age cultures in the central region of the Carpathian Basin (after KaLicz 1984, map 3) (1: Bell Beaker -

Csepel group, 2: Chtopice-Veselé culture, 3: Lajta group, 4: Somogyvar-Vinkovci culture, 5: Early Nagyrév culture, 6: Nyirség

culture, 7: Maros culture, @: stray finds of the Bell Beaker - Csepel group, O: Budapest-Albertfalva); 2: Albertfalva excava-

tion 2001-2002, detail of the map of the excavation; 3: round ditch, excavation photo; 4: house reconstruction (Gy. ISTVANFFY);

5: perspective and axonometric reconstruction drawing of the house (GY. ISTVANFFY); 6: the orientations in azimuth in degrees
of houses at the site of Albertfalva plotted against the distance from an arbitrary East-West zero line in metres
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Fig. 2. 1-2: Shards with channelled knob ornaments from features no. 200 and no. 163 of Albertfalva;
3: Csepel-Szennyviztelep urn grave no. 3 (Bell Beaker - Csepel group)
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Beaker - Csepel group. A part of the uncovered
find material and the features of a special func-
tion together with their finds mirror the daily life
and also religious life, which was present in its
every momentum.

Feature no. 163 of Albertfalva was a 30 cm deep,
round pit of cylindrical walls, a flat bottom and a
diameter of 120 x 130 cm. Its dark brown filling
contained two strange fragments, beside shards
of the Bell Beaker - Csepel group and animal
bones. One was a reddish brow, finely levigated
and polished wall fragment of round channelling
and knob ornament (14.5 x 12 cm, wall thickness:
6 mm) (Fig. 2.1, Fig. 3.3), while the other one was
a 4.5 cm thick, round clay plate of a diameter of
19 cm broken into two (Fig. 3.8). A similar frag-
ment with round channelled ornament was
found in feature no. 200 as well (Fig. 2.2). No sim-
ilar finds were described from the so-called
accompanying finds (“Begleitkeramik”) of the
Bell Beaker - Csepel group. They seem to be
strange and different from the ornaments used
there.

An urn covered with a bowl was found in cre-
mation grave no. 3 at the Csepel-Szennyviztelep
site of the Bell Beaker - Csepel group during
excavation preceding investment in 2005. Four
applied ornaments, round applied ribs with a
knob ornament in the centre decorated the urn
(Fig. 2.3). The grave furniture, bell-beakers, small
cups, and the fragment of a footed bowl with
stamped ornament are characteristic ceramics of
the Bell Beaker - Csepel group.®

The type of the so-called “Drevohostic” jug,
which can be dated to phase II/a of the Moravian
Corded Ware, also shows double or triple round
channelled ornaments (Letonice, mound 6).7
Buchvaldek originated the jug shape from influ-
ences coming from the environment of the
Kosihy - Caka - Maké complex.8 The vessel type
can equally be found among the ceramic types of
the Kosihy - Caka - Maké, Somogyvér-Vinkovci
and Bell Beaker - Csepel group (Fig. 4.1).°

The engraved version of the concentric circle
ornament appeared on a vessel from urn grave
no. 1 of Kajdrpéc-Pokolfadomb (Fig. 4.3), which is
affiliated to the Somogyvar-Vinkovci culture.l
A. Figler mentions that the same find material
also contained the characteristic ceramics of the
Maké - Kosihy - Caka culture.”! The vessel dec-

¢ A. Horvath's excavation 2005.

7 BUCHVALDEK 1978, fig. 8.7-8; SEBELA 1999, 44, fig. 47.
8 BUCHVALDEK 2002.

° BUCHVALDEK 2002, fig. 1.

10 FIGLER 1994, fig. 10.1.

11 FIGLER 1994.

orated with incised concentric circles is a single-
handled jug of a biconical body and a cylindrical
neck representing the “Balkan type”, which is a
characteristic type of the accompanying ceramic
material of the Bell Beaker - Csepel group. It can
be found in the Kosihy - Caka - Maké cultural
entity, in the early Nagyrév and Maros cultures,!?
and also in the Moravian Corded Ware culture,
where the Somogyvar-Vinkovci culture of
Transdanubia was named as the place of origin.'®

We do not intend to deal with the detailed dis-
cussion of the typology of the single-handled
jugs of the so-called Balkan type. We find it more
important to mention that their distribution has
recently been connected with the contact system
linked with the metallurgy of the shaft-hole cop-
per axes of the Fajsz, Kozarac type. The vessel
type spread from the south (Macedonia, Thracia,
and Thessaly) to the north. They were first used
in the early Somogyvar-Vinkovci and the late
Vucedol cultures,' and they became the leading
type of the Bell Beaker - Csepel group in phase II
of the Early Bronze Age.

Ceramics ornamented with round channelling
and knobs, applied or incised circle/circles rela-
tively rarely occur in the Early Bronze Age. Their
appearance in the Bell Beaker - Csepel group is
especially conspicuous because of the well
known characteristic ornamental motives.

The above examples outline a “dispersion
route” from the south, where the Somogyvar-
Vinkovci culture played the main intermediary
role at the beginning of Early Bronze Age II when
the Proto- and Early Nagyrév culture, phase III of
the Moravian Corded Ware and the Bell Beaker -
Csepel group appeared.

The concentric circle ornament appeared on
the bottom, that is upside down, of footed ves-
sels (Fig. 4.4) and bell-beakers, the characteristic
vessels of the Bell Beaker - Csepel group. It is not
astonishing, at the same time, that the ornamen-
tal motive on the bottom of Spanish bell-beakers
is nearly identical to the decoration observed on
the bottom of the bowl from Budapest (Fig. 4.5-7,
Fig. 5.1-4).

In the followings, we try to give an answer to
the question why these ornaments were used.
The starting point can be found among the Early
Bronze Age vessels with symbolic representa-
tions.

12 BUCHVALDEK 2002, fig. 2.
13 BucHVALDEK 2002, 212.
14 KALICZ-SCHREIBER-KALICZ 1999, 85.
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Fig. 3. 1-8: Finds from feature no. 163 of the Albertfalva settlement of the Bell Beaker - Csepel group
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Fig. 4. 1-2: Ceramics decorated with concentric circles from mound 6 of Letonice (Moravian Corded Ware culture, after

BUCHVALDEK 1978); 3: Kajarpéc-Pokolfadomb jug from urn grave 1 (Somogyvar-Vinkovci culture, after FIGLER 1994); 4: frag-

ment of a footed bowl from feature 400 of Albertfalva (Bell Beaker - Csepel group); 5: Knowes of Trotty, Orkney gold disc

(Bell Beaker culture, Scotland, after CLARKE et al. 1985, fig. 4.39); 6: Valladolid; 7-8: Madrid - grave finds of the Bell Beaker
culture from Spain (after GARRIDO-PENA et al. 2005, fig. 5.2, fig. 3)
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A large, stylised human figure with raised
arms stands in the centre of the symbolic
(incised) representations'® of the vessel from
Pannonhalmi Road (Nagyrév culture). A zigzag
line starts from the raised hands (Fig. 6.1). A
lentil-shaped depressed dot can be seen in the
centre of two concentric circles left of the human
figure. A smaller incised concentric circle can be
seen on the right of the human figure with an
impressed dot in the centre. There is a significant
difference between the two circle representations
regarding the size and the emphasis. In R.
Schreiber’s interpretation, the larger and more
emphatic circle represents the Sun, while the
smaller and less emphatic circle stands for the
Moon. The symbolism depicted on the vessel can
be associated with the myth of creation. Vital
water runs from the hands of the man on both
sides, the earth and the water become separated
and the Sun and the Moon have been created.'
R. Schreiber dated the use of this type of symbol-
ism from phase IlI/a of the Early Bronze Age.
She did not exclude the possibility of an earlier
rudimentary use of the symbols and emphasised
their analogy with the ornaments of the Vucedol
culture.!”

We can meet a more realistic depiction of the
Sun on the Spanish ceramics of the Bell Beaker
culture. Even a schematic plant representation
(trees?) appears under the rays engraved around
the circle incised on the interior of a shard found
at the excavation of Las Carolinas (Madrid).'® On
another shard (Camino de Las Yeseras - Madrid,
from house no. 5), incised rays around a round
impressed dot represent the Sun.!?

We associate the knob ornaments with concen-
tric round channelling (or applied ones enclosed
by a concentric circle), which are extremely rare
in the Bell Beaker - Csepel group and appear first
of all as grave furniture in the Early Bronze Age
or in the so-called accompanying ceramics
(“Begleitkeramik”) in the case of the Bell Beaker
- Csepel group, with the abstract and schematic
geometric symbols-symbolism of the Sun. We do
not think it accidental that a clay disc (Sun or
Moon disc?) was put in a broken condition, a
phenomenon, which is difficult to interpret, into
the same pit where the wall fragment with the

15 SCHREIBER 1984, 14-16.

16 SCHREIBER 1984, 16, 25-26.

17" SCHREIBER 1984, 25-26.

18 El Campaniforme... 2005, 552-553. The archaeological con-
text is uncertain.

19 BOSQUED et al. 2005, 467, fig. 5.4.

channelled knob was found at Budapest-
Albertfalva (Fig. 3.8).

The zigzag motive between multiple concen-
tric circles on the bottom of the fragment of a
footed bowl from feature no. 400 at Albertfalva
can be interpreted as a Sun symbol. The shard
shows similarity to the contemporary Sun
motives of the Aegean, which are similar to the
above ones,?’ and very similar ornamental
motives can be found e.g. on the gold discs of the
grave find of the Bell Beaker culture from
Knowes of Trotty, Orkney, Scotland (Fig. 4.5).2!

Grave vessels that (very rarely) appeared with
similar ornaments in the Early Bronze Age prob-
ably stress the social position of the buried per-
son (implies the existence of priesthood). The
round symbols alluding to the significance of the
cardinal directions (Fig. 4.4-5) evolved into the
basic symbols of the Bronze Age and became
common in the Early Bronze Age as the symbols
of the Sun or the entire world (and the cosmos)
around us. They seem to have become character-
istic ornamental motives of prestige goods.

Similar ornamental motives can be observed
on the gold “Sun discs” found on the northern
and western diffusion territories of the Bell
Beaker culture (Ireland 21 items, Scotland 6
items, England 5 items, France 1 item).?? Three
concentric circle motives can be seen with two
holes in the centre for fastening on the gold
plaque (grave find) uncovered on the territory of
Banc Tynddol (Scotland). The exterior circle is
bordered by a punched pattern (Fig. 6.5).2> A sim-
ilar sun disc is known from Kirk Andrews - Isle
of Man (England), on which a triple punched
circle ornament and two holes can be observed
(Fig. 6.6).24

In Hungary a similar gold disc was discovered
in 2000. Seven graves of the early Nagyrév cul-
ture were found in a group at Dunakeszi-
Székesdiils. Three were cremation urn graves
and four were inhumation burials with the dead
laid on the left side in a strongly crouched posi-
tion in a N-S orientation. Inhumation grave no.
391 (disturbed in the modern period) with a
crouched skeleton laid on the left side is espe-
cially important. According to the anthropologi-
cal analysis the grave contained the defective

20 GoopIsoN 1989, 12-13, fig. 12.

21 CLARKE et al. 1985, 113, fig. 4.39.

2 CLARKE et al. 1985, 113, fig. 4.39; TIMBERLAKE-GWILT-DAVIS
2004.

2 http:/ /antiquity.ac.ukprojgall/ timberlake/index.html

2 CLARKE et al. 1985, fig. 4.14.
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Fig. 5. Bell-beakers (Bell Beaker — Csepel group). 1: Békasmegyer, inv. no.: 57.5.5; 2: Csepel-Vizmd, inv. no.: 2005.128.532;
3-4: Csepel-Rékoczi Ferenc Road, inv. no.: 2005.12.38, 2005.14.4.
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Fig. 6. 1: The vessel from Pannonhalmi Road and its unfolded drawing (after SCHREIBER 1984); 2: ornament of a shard from

feature no. 163 of Albertfalva; 3: ornament of the urn from Csepel-Szennyviztelep (Bell Beaker - Csepel group); 4: Dunakeszi

gold disc (Early Nagyrév culture); 5: Banc Tynddol (Scotland) Sun disc, Bell Beaker culture (after TIMBERLAKE 2004); 6: Kirk
Andrews (Isle of Man, England, after CLARKE et al. 1984, fig. 4.14)
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and fragmentary postcranial skeleton of a 35-55
year-old gracile woman.?> The grave furniture
was composed of a small bowl behind the pelvis
and a bronze pin and a gold disc in front of the
thighbone (Fig. 6.4). Similarly to the gold plaques
from the Obéba (Beba Veche, Romania)? and the
Mokrin (Vojvodina)? sites of the Maros culture,
the plaque recovered at Dunakeszi was perforat-
ed and decorated with punches. Together with
the above gold plaques, it can be linked with the
finds from Transylvania and the Hajdasamson
horizon (not of a local origin), and its the north-
ern occurrence offers an important standpoint
concerning the migratory and trading contacts,
in which the Proto-Nagyrév culture played the
central role. Based on the ceramic finds, the gold
disc can be dated from the early (Proto) phase of
the Nagyrév culture.?® The archaeological find
material and the burial rite shows a strong link
between the population groups of the Maros and
the Tisza regions.?’ Although I. Béna considered
the gold discs from Obéba as plate idols
endowed with female sexual traits,®® we think
their interpretation as Sun discs more accept-
able.’!

Gold disc from Dunakeszi (Fig. 6.4)

Diameter: 32.3 x31.7 mm. Weight: 2,90 grams,
composition in %: Cu: 1.30, Ag: 19.40, Au: 79.3
(in jewellery it equals 19 karats).>?

Radiocarbon dating:

(3610 + 50 (BP), 2010-1910 (cal BC)

68.3 (1 sigma) cal BC 2009-1909 (3958-3858)

95.4 (2 sigma) cal BC 2120-1866 (4069-3815)3

% L. Szathméry made the anthropological analysis.

2 BONA 1965.

27 GIRIC 1984, 49.

2 The find material can be found in the Budapest History
Museum, it is unpublished.

2 HORVATH et al. 2003.

30 BONA 1965, 36.

31 FoLriNy 1972, 44.

32 L. Kolté made the metallurgical analyses.

3 Radiocarbon analysis: MTA ATOMK], (Zs. Szantd), Debrecen:
deb-10117, 1181. Radiocarbon Age BP 3610+45. Reference
(STUIVER et al. 1998a): 60 years moving average cal AD/BC &
cal BP age ranges from probability distribution (Method B):
% area enclosed

68.3 (1 sigma)
95.4 (2 sigma)
cal BC (cal BP) age ranges
cal BC 2009-1909 (3958-3858)
cal BC 2120-1866 (4069-3815)
relative area under probability distribution
1.000
1.000

Gold disc from Banc Tynddol (Fig. 6.5)

Diameter: 38.9 mm. Weight: 2.51 grams. Thick-
ness: 0.1 mm. Composition in %: Cu: -, Ag: 6.5,
Au: 93.5. Dating (from gold metallurgy):
2500-2100 BC.34

The metallurgy of the gold discs from Dunakeszi
(Early Nagyrév culture) and Banc Tynddol
(Bell Beaker culture) is different, yet their sym-
bolism is identical and they are chronologi-
cally parallel with the late phase of the Bell
Beaker - Csepel group.

We arrived to an astonishing result from the
re-estimation of the vessel of asymmetrical han-
dles and a special ornamentation found at the
Szigetszentmikl6s-Udiilésor site of the Csepel
group (Fig. 7.1-1/a).3> We have already stated that
several elements of the Early Bronze Age cul-
tures can be observed on the reddish brown, pol-
ished vessel decorated with incised motives
arranged in stripes, a characteristic technique of
the Bell Beakers. The shape of the vessel is simi-
lar to the “Balkan type” jugs of the Nagyrév cul-
ture. Vessels of asymmetrical handles, however,
can also be found in the Makoé culture (Budapest-
Szentmihdlyi Road, Tarnazsadany), in a tumulus
(Priboj) in the northern Balkan with a find mate-
rial of Somogyvar type, at the sites of the
Vinkovci culture (Ilok, Gradina) and in find
materials of Ada type connected with the above
culture (Hajdajaras - Hajdokovo). Striped orna-
mentation and incised zigzag patterns are, at the
same time, frequent decorative elements on the
vessels of the Bell Beaker - Csepel group. It
means that the amalgamation of Balkan - Aegean
elements with the specifics of the Mako, Proto-
Nagyrév, and Bell Beaker cultures can be demon-
strated on the vessel dated from phase 1I/a of the
Early Bronze Age.®

The inverted (with the mouth downwards)
position of the ornamental motive of the vessel
shed light on the circumstance that the asymmet-
rical handles and their ornaments represent
motives of symbolic meanings. A plant motive, a
tree appears from the inverted view of the broad
ribbon handle starting from the rim, where a
plastic ornament borders the foliage. The applied
(“moustache”) ornament starting from the small
pierced ribbon handle on the opposite side bor-
ders an incised zigzag pattern, which is inter-
preted as the representation of water after the
analogue of the vessel from Pannonhalmi Road.

34 http://antiquity.ac.uk/projgall/ timberlake/index.html
% ENDRODI 1992, 93-94; PAszTOR 2005.
36 ENDRODI 1992, 94.
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Fig 7. 1: Vessel with asymmetrical handles from Szigetszentmiklés-Udiilésor (after ENDRODI 1992), and the unfolded drawing
of the vessel; 2: detail from the ornament of the vessel from Pannonhalmi Road (after SCHREIBER 1984); 3: detail from the
stamped ornament of a bell-beaker; 4: decorated jug from the Slany site - Late Corded Ware culture (after TUREK 2001)
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The interpretation of the incised ornamental
motives in an inverted position is also analogous
to the representations on e.g. the (above
described) vessel from Pannonhalmi Road. (The
plant ornament, the incised V and the zigzag
motive of the vessel from Pannonhalmi Road are
identical with the ornament of the vessel from
Udiilc’isor) (Fig. 7.1/a-2).

An ornament similar to the one on the vessel
with asymmetrical handles from Szigetszent-
miklés-Udiilésor appears on a grave-good, a
“Balkan type” Nagyrév jug of the late Corded
Ware culture (find-group III), in a cremation bur-
ial of the common grave of Slany. J. Turek also
found the appearance of the ornamental motive
(which he called “herring bone” pattern) strange
since in Bohemia it had only been common on
amphora type vessels.’” We think that the
schematic representation of a plant motive can be
seen on the jug (Fig. 7.9).

In our theory, the forms of the Sun, the Moon,
and trees appearing in schematic symbols have
a southern origin and the Somogyvar-Vinkovci
and Proto-Nagyrév cultures played a major role
in their distribution not only on the territory of
the Bell Beaker - Csepel group but also on those
of the Nagyrév and the late Corded Ware cul-
tures. Up to now, this form of symbolism and
abstraction were unknown at the people of the
Bell Beaker - Csepel group.

All these raise the question if the stamped
zigzag pattern, which frequently occurs on bell-
beakers, is also a schematic representation of
water (or liquid) and if the motives on the vessels
can indicate their content. The often criticized
earlier theory that alcoholic beverages were
stored in bell-beakers has been proved true with
chemical and microscopic analyses developed in
Spain. Simple wheat beer was determined in four
different “Maritime” style bell-beakers from two
burial mounds in the Ambrona-valley. To date,
the presence of beer could be demonstrated in
nine vessels from six different sites in Spain. Not
all the graves contained vessels with alcohol,
since it was a special and valuable beverage. It is
supposed that beer was drunk during the funer-
al rite, after which the vessels were often broken.
The capacity of bell-beakers (data from Spain)
ranges between 2 and 10 litres, although bell-
beakers of a capacity of more than 20 litres also
occur in Central Spain, in which case collective
drinking can also be supposed (drink offering -
libation). Alcohol, beer played an important role,

37 Turek 2001, 225.

apart from the funeral rites, at the “hospitality
rituals” of the leaders as well.3

We do not have similar analytical results from
Hungary. The bell-beakers placed in graves (usu-
ally in cremation burials with scattered ashes and
in crouched inhumation burials) as grave furni-
ture certainly contained beverage for the life in
the other world even though it was not necessar-
ily beer.

We could first demonstrate at the analysis of
the orientation of the arch-sided houses of the
Albertfalva settlement of the Bell Beaker - Csepel
group that, beside environmental factors (pre-
vailing wing direction, intent to the absorption of
maximal sun radiation, geological setting, fertili-
ty of the soil etc.), ideas interweaving religious
life could have played a role at the building of
the houses.®

A. Coudar analysed the orientation of houses
of the Central European Linear Pottery culture
and called attention to the fact that probably the
prevailing wind direction or minimizing the
harmful environmental effects were not the pri-
mary aspects at the definition of the main axes of
the houses.* This idea is supported by e.g. hous-
es with uncommon orientations and sacrificial
pits inside living houses. It could also be demon-
strated from the analysis of Bronze Age houses
that the absorption of possibly maximal solar
radiation was a primary aspect at the design and
construction of houses in this period. The frontal
triangle under the roof was perhaps also left
open to let in the natural light (Fig. 1.4-5).4!

Houses could perhaps also mean more than
a simple refuge for the inhabitants at Sziget-
szentmikl6s-Udiilésor and Budapest-Albert-
falva. The sacrificial pit found in the house at
Szigetszentmikl6s can support this supposition.
Thus the rituals carried out there could change
the profane place, or at least part of it, into a
sacral one when it was necessary. The analysis of
the inner space within the houses led to the con-
clusion that the delimited space can be consid-
ered as a micro-cosmos, which mirrors the own-
ers’ ideas of the world. Thus orientation, con-
structional elements, the organisation of the

38  GARRIDO-PENA 2005, 50-55.

39 PAszTOR 2005.

40 CoupAR 1998, 84-89.

4 ToppPING 1966, KovAcs 1901. According to an ethnographic
tradition: “The houses of the people of the old Szeged always
looked to east and the people placed their beds so that the
head was to the east and they never lay down but with the
head to the east. It was this insistence on the ancient customs
that made everybody in Szeged take pains that the front of
the house be built facing the rising sun.”



SYMBOLISM AND TRADITIONS 19

Orientation of the main axis of the individual houses
at Budapest-Alberfalva site

Houses Azimuth (°) Houses Azimuth (°)
1 143 7 153
2 143 8 154
3 135 9 143
4 123 10 125
5 155 11 139
6 139 12 143

functional activities within this space reproduce
the individual elements of this cosmology.*?

The axis of the houses was nearly parallel to
the mean orientation of 141° (SE) at Budapest-
Albertfalva. The statistical deviation is low, only
+10°. This average direction is only 15° south of
the point in the horizon where the sun rises in the
morning of the winter solstice at our latitude.

The orientation of the houses and their relation
to an arbitrary line (e.g. the main axis of the exca-
vation territory) are represented in a diagram
(Fig. 1.6). The diagram illustrates that the orien-
tation of the houses is not dependent on their
position, which means that the marker of the ori-
entations could be very distant, probably a celes-
tial body. If this marker had been closer to the
settlement, e.g. a construction on top of a hill, the
individual dots in the graph would have been
distributed along oblique lines and not as we can
see in the above-mentioned illustration (Fig. 1.6).
The axis of the only house unearthed at Sziget-
szentmikl6s-Udiilésor is also close to the direc-
tion of the sunrise at winter solstice, it deviates to
the north by only 12°. From the above we can
deduce that the religious beliefs that interwove
the daily life and symbolic elements linked with
them played an important role in the orientation
of the houses of the Bell Beaker - Csepel group
beside environmental factors. The prevailing
wind direction could hardly be strong enough in
the Carpathian Basin to basically determine the
orientation of the houses. If the primary respect
had been turning the largest roof surface to the
sun, the main axis of the houses would have
shown a distribution around the E-W direction.
The fact that the axis of the houses is close to the
sunrise at the winter solstice means that the sun
played an important role in the religious beliefs
of this Early Bronze Age population. The 12 hous-
es uncovered at the Budapest-Albertfalva site
offer further evidence in favour of this theory.

42 PEARSON-RICHARDS 1994.

Taking the measurements of the house recon-
structed in the Archaeological Park at Szaz-
halombatta for an etalon, we can call attention to
the following interesting phenomenon. In the
halcyon days, the sun reaches the height when it
enters the house through the open triangle in the
facade under the roof at about 9 o’clock. The rays
of light that visibly appear in the interior semi-
darkness of houses built without windows in the
coldest and darkest period of the year could
make a deep impact on the inhabitants of the set-
tlement.

The 18 houses with arched walls uncovered at
3 archaeological sites of the Csepel group are
unique in the eastern group of the Bell Beaker
culture. A few houses were reconstructed from
pit complexes in Southern Germany, in Bohemia,
and Moravia, oval houses are known in Great
Britain (Newgrange), oval and oblong-shaped
houses were unearthed at Belle-Tout (Sussex)
and a round house is known from Gwithian
(Cornwall). In the southern territory of the Bell
Beaker culture, round houses were unearthed at
Zambujal (Portugal), Los Millares (Spain), and
Mourral (France).®

The settlement pattern, the construction and
method of planning of the houses have also been
clarified at the Budapest-Albertfalva site of the
Bell Beaker - Csepel group. The walls of the
houses are arranged along the arcs of circles of
identical radii. The holes of the posts that sup-
ported the walls of the individual houses can be
found along arcs between the points of intersec-
tion of two intersecting circles of identical radii.
The smaller measurement differences detected
between the houses come not from the differ-
ences of the radii but from the distances between
the points of intersection.* It suggests that the
places of the houses and the walls of the houses
were measured with cords of identical lengths
and the circles of identical radii infer the exis-
tence of a measurement unit. The use of a similar
prehistoric measurement unit is supposed also in
the 3" millennium BC from the respect of the
megalithic constructions in England.

It should be added here that the (southern)
population groups of the Bell Beaker culture fre-
quently made secondary use of the round dol-
mens and passage graves at burials. Round
ditches dug especially around crouched inhuma-
tion burials are well known, among others, in the
cemeteries of the neighbours of the Bell Beaker -

4 HARRISON 1980, 77, 99. The most recent summary:
BEsse-DEsIDERI 2005, fig. 20.90; TUREK-PESKA 2001.
4 ENDRODI-REMENYI 2004 (in print).
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Csepel group in the Bohemian and Moravian ter-
ritories.*> Graves with round ditches were first
found in Hungary at Budakalasz (north of Buda-
pest, Danube Bend) in 2005.4¢ No similar burial is
known farther to the south.

A round ditch of a diameter of 8.3 m came to
light near the houses, at the edge of the Albert-
falva settlement of the Csepel group. We suppose
that this was the scene of cult life. Two large post-
holes and three pits were discovered within the
round ditch. We think that the territory enclosed
by the round ditch was an important scene of col-
lective religious ideas, the expression of collec-
tive identity.

The construction of houses with arched walls
and the establishment of round ditches similar to
ones unearthed at the Budapest-Albertfalva, the
Szigetszentmiklés (Szigetszentmiklos-Udiils-
sor), and Western Hungarian (Bucsu-Hosszu
Asza-dtls, Vas county) sites of the Bell Beaker -
Csepel group are not of a local origin: they can be
explained by cultural traditions pointing to the
west. Similarly, for example, to the technique of
the production of bell-beakers (recently “stan-
dard pottery”) and their characteristic ornamen-
tation, the idea of the realisation of round and
arched constructions could be imported to the
Carpathian Basin. The only question is whether
the so-called “beaker-package” came here with
the infiltration of a population from the west or it
was adopted by a local population group (Proto-
Nagyrév culture) (as it is supposed in the
Bohemian-Moravian territories?”). This theory
seems to be contradicted by the fact (at least in
Hungary) that the characteristic finds of the Bell
Beaker - Csepel group do not appear in the entire
occupation zone of the Proto- and Early Nagyrév
culture. They are concentrated in a narrow geo-
graphical region, in a 40 km long section of the
Danube valley and the Danube Bend, where such
changes can be demonstrated even in the settle-
ment pattern of the population group that pro-

4 DVORAK et al. 1996. Recently, graves with round ditches were
unearthed at Budakaldsz (cemetery of the Bell Beaker -
Csepel group) - A. Czene’s kind oral communication.

4 A. Czene and K. Ottoményi’s kind oral communication.

47 TUREK-PESKA 2001, 426.

duced the “standard” vessel that are unknown in
the Somogyvar-Vinkovci and the Proto-Nagyrév
cultures.

It can be proved that southern impulses affect-
ed the people of the Bell Beaker - Csepel group
after they had settled. Nevertheless, we have to
count with the cultivation of traditions that
affirm the identity of the population group and
these effects could arrive from the western occu-
pation zone (first of all from the nearby
Bohemian-Moravian territories or from more
distant regions).

It has already been suggested that social func-
tions prevailed in the connection between the
megalithic round constructions (stone circles and
henges) in Western Europe and the Late
Neolithic round ditches and the later Aeneolithic
fortifications in Bohemia.*® It should be added
with regard to the round ditch at Albertfalva that
it was a much smaller than the Neolithic ones, it
was established at the edge of the settlement
between houses and it enclosed an open and
probably common space, which was probably
the scene of religious life and feasts. Concentric
circles, probably as Sun symbols or as the cosmos
that can be the sensed /apprehended by a human
being, with the quaternary division representing
the daily and annual way of the Sun appeared in
Europe already in the Neolithic in the form of
compound round ditches usually broken by four
main gates.

Hutton interpreted the megalithic round con-
structions as the holy places of people,* which
“mirror the sun, the full moon and the bounds of
the horizon. It can be profoundly egalitarian, if
the people define the ring, or profoundly hierar-
chical, if there is a number of concentric rings or
a single person in the very centre.” We think it
can be adopted regarding the round ditches of
the Bell Beakers as well, which can be expressed
as the not unidirectional but cyclic philosophy of
life and death.

48 TUREK-PESKA 2001, 413.
49 HuTtToN 1991, 52.
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A SZIMBOLIZMUS ES A TRADICIOK SZEREPE
A HARANGEDENY - CSEPEL-CSOPORT TARSADALMABAN

ENDRODI ANNA-PASZTOR EMILIA

A Budapest-Albertfalvan 2001-2002-ben folytatott régé-
szeti kutatasok soran feltart kozel 1500 kora bronzkori
objektum koziil a legjelentsebbek a Harangedény - Cse-
pel-csoport letelepiilt életmddra utald, ives oldald, colop-
szerkezetes hazai. A ,csénak” alakt héaztipus eddig csak
Budapest teriiletén és kornyékén, valamint Nyugat-
Magyarorszagon, a Harangedény - Csepel-csoport lelet-
anyagét tartalmazé harom régészeti lelhelyen kertilt
el (Budapest-Albertfalva, Szigetszentmiklés-Udiilésor,
Bucsu-Hosszta Aszt-dfil6, Vas megye). Analogiai a Kar-
pat-medencétd] északra és nyugatra es6 elterjedési terii-
leten nem ismertek (1. kép 1). A hazak kozott, a telepiilés
nyugati szélén egy 8,3 m atmérdjii korarok kertilt felszin-
re (1. kép 2-5).1-5 A nagy feliileten feltart kora bronzkori
teleptilés szamos olyan tipust objektuma és lelete kertilt
napvilagra, amelyek a Harangedény - Csepel-csoport ko-
rében eddig ismeretlenek voltak. Az el6keriilt leletanyag
egy része, a kiilonleges funkciét betslté objektumok és
azok leletei nem csak a mindennapokat, de a minden-
napokat atszovo vallasos életet is tiikrozik.

Albertfalva 163. sdtétbarna betoltésti, 120 x 130 cm at-
mérdjti, -30 cm mély, kerek, hengeres fala, egyenes alju
- a Harangedény - Csepel-csoport kerdmiatoredékeit, va-
lamint allatcsontot is tartalmazé - objektumaban két kii-
16n6s toredék kertilt felszinre. A godor betdltésében egy
korarkos, biityokdiszti, vordsbarna, finoman iszapolt,
polirozott oldaltéredék (14,5x12 cm, falvastagség:
6 mm) (2. kép 1; 3. kép 3) és egy 19 cm atmérdjt, 4,5 cm
vastag kettétort, kerek agyaglap volt (3. kép 8). Hasonlé
korarkos diszti toredék a 200. objektum leletei koziil is
elékerilt (2. kép 2). Hasonl6 leletek eddig ismeretlenek
voltak a Harangedény - Csepel-csoport tin. kisér6 leletei
(~Begleitkeramik”) kozott, az ott alkalmazott, eddig jol
ismert diszitéstSl eltérnek, és att6l idegennek ttinnek.
Csepel-Szennyviztelepen 2004-ben folytatott megel6z6
feltdras soran a Harangedény - Csepel-csoport 3. sza-
mu hamvasztasos urnasirjaban kertilt el6 az a fedétallal
boritott urna, amelynek oldaldn négy plasztikus disz
lathat6, kor alaka ratett borda, kozepén biityokdisszel
(2. kép 3).

A Morva Zsinegdiszes kerdmia III/a fazisara datalha-
t6 un. ,drevohostici” korso tipusan is megjelenik a dup-
la, illetve tripla plasztikus korarkos diszités (Letonice
6. halomsir).” A koncentrikus kor disz bekarcolt valtoza-
ta megjelenik egy a Somogyvar-Vinkovci kultdaraba so-
rolt edényen, Kajdrpéc-Pokolfadomb 1. szamt urnasirjaban
(4. kép 3). A bekarcolt koncentrikus korokkel diszitett ke-
ramia egy a ,balkani tipust” képvisel6 hengeres nyaka,
kett6s konikus testti, egyfiilti kors6, amely jellemzé tipu-
sa a Harangedény - Csepel-csoport kiséré keramiajanak.
Megtaldlhaté a Kosihy - Caka - Maké kultarkorben, a
kora Nagyrév- és a Maros-, valamint a Morva Zsineg-
diszes kultardban, amelynek kiinduldsi tertiletét a Du-
nantdalon, a Somogyvar-Vinkovei kultardban jelslték
meg.'0-13 A fent véazolt példak egy délrél kiindulé , elter-
jedési atvonalat” rajzolnak ki, amelyben a f6 kozvetitd

szerepet a Somogyvar-Vinkovci kultara jatssza a kora
bronzkor II elején, a proto- és kora Nagyrév, Morva Zsi-
negdiszes keramia III. fazis, Harangedény - Csepel-cso-
port megjelenésének idején.

A Harangedény - Csepel-csoport jellegzetes edényei-
nek, a labakon all6 edényeknek (4. kép 4) és a harangedé-
nyeknek az aljan, tehat fejjel lefelé forditott nézetben is
megjelennek a koncentrikus kor diszek. Nem meglepd
ugyanakkor, hogy példaul a spanyolorszagi harangedé-
nyek aljan 1év6 diszitémotivum szinte teljesen megegye-
zik a budapesti tal aljan 1év6 disszel (4. kép 5-7; 5. kép
1-4). Arra a kérdésre, hogy vajon miért alkalmazzak eze-
ket a diszitéseket, az alabbiakban megprobalunk valaszt
talalni. A kiindulasi pontot a kora bronzkori szimbolikus
abrazolasu edények kozott (Pannonhalmi ati edény) ta-
laljuk meg (6. kép 1). A jelképrendszerek haszndlatat
Schreiber R. a kora bronzkor III/a fazisara helyezte, a jel-
képek kordbbi csokevényes hasznalatat nem zarta ki, és
a vucedoli kultira diszitéseivel valé megegyezésiiket
hangsulyozta.'>"7 A Harangedény-kultira spanyolor-
szagi keramidin a Nap abrazolasanak realisztikusabb
formaival is taldlkozhatunk: Las Carolinas, Camino de
Las Yeseras (Madrid).18-1°

A Harangedény - Csepel-csoport kdrében rendkiviil
ritka, a kora bronzkorban elsésorban sirkeramian, a Ha-
rangedény - Csepel-csoport esetében az an. kiséré kera-
mian (,Begleitkeramik”) megjelené koncentrikus korok-
kel arkolt (vagy plasztikusan ratett koncentrikus korrel
bezart) biityokdiszitéseket a Napot szimbolizél6 - elvont
és sematizalt - geometrikus jelképek-jelképrendszerek
kozé soroljuk.

Az Albertfalva 400. objektumabol el6kertilt, 1dbakon
allo taltoredék aljan 1év6 tobbszords koncentrikus korok
kozott 1év6 cikcakk motivumot Nap-szimbélumként ér-
tékelhetjiik. A kerdmiatoredék hasonlésagot mutat a kor-
tars égeikumi, az elbbihez hasonlé Nap-motivumokkal,
ugyanakkor megtalalhatéak igen hasonlé diszitémoti-
vumként pl. a Harangedény-kultara Skécidban feltart
Knowes of Trotty, Orkney sirlelet aranykorongjain is
(4. kép 5).20-21

A kora bronzkorban a hasonlé diszitéssel (és igen rit-
kan) megjelend sirkeramidk feltételezhetGen az elteme-
tett egyén tarsadalmi szerepét is hangsulyoztak (a pap-
sag létére utalnak). A négy féirany fontossagat sugall6
kor alaka szimboélumok (4. kép 4-5) a bronzkor alapszim-
boélumaiva fejlédtek, a Nap vagy a teljes koriilottiink 1é-
v vilag (a kozmosz) szimboélumaként altaldnossa és gya-
korivé valtak a kora bronzkor folyaman, és agy ttinik, a
presztizstargyakat diszit6 jellegzetes motivumok kozé
tartoztak.

Hasonl6 diszitémotivumok a Harangedény-kulttra
északi és nyugati elterjedési teriiletein elokertilt (frorszag
21 db, Skécia 6 db, Anglia 5 db, Franciaorszag 1 db) arany
,napkorongokon” is megfigyelhetéek. A Banc Tynddol
(Skocia) tertiletén el6keriilt aranylemezen (sirlelet)
harom koncentrikus kor disz lathato, kozepén a felerési-
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tést szolgalo két lyukkal. A kiils6 kort poncolt minta dve-
zi (6. kép 5). Hasonl6 napkorong ismert Kirk Andrews -
Isle of Man (Anglia) lel6helyrél, amelyen harmas, pon-
colt kordiszités lathato, két lyukkal (6. kép 6).22-24

Magyarorszagon 2000-ben kertiilt el6 a fentiekhez ha-
sonlé aranykorong Dunakeszi-Székesdlén (6. kép 4).
A Maros-kultara teriiletérsl, Obéba (Beba Veche, Ro-
mania) és Mokrin (Vajdasag) lel6helyekrél jol ismert
aranylemezekhez hasonléan a Dunakeszin el6keriilt le-
mez is poncolt technikédval diszitett és atfart. A keramia-
leletek alapjan az aranykorong a Nagyrév-kulttra korai
(proto) szakaszara datalhato. A régészeti leletanyag és a
temetkezési ritus szoros kapcsolatot mutat a Maros- és
Tisza-vidék népcsoportjai kozott. Bar Bona 1. az 6bébai
aranykorongokat néi szexualis jelleggel felruhéazott le-
mezidolnak vélte, napkorongként torténd interpretaciojat
elfogadhatébbnak tarjuk.?5-31

A dunakeszi aranykorong (kora Nagyrév-kultara) és
Banc Tynddol (Harangedény-kulttra) aranykorongjanak
metallurgiaja eltér6, szimbolizmusuk azonban azonos,
idében parhuzamosak a Harangedény - Csepel-csoport
késoi szakaszaval.32-34

A Csepel-csoport Szigetszentmiklos-Udiilésor lel6he-
lyén 1988-ban el6kertilt, kiilonlegesen diszitett aszim-
metrikus fiilti edény djraértékelése soran meglepd ered-
ményre jutottunk (6. kép 1-1/a). Mar korabban megallapi-
tottuk, hogy a vorosbarna, polirozott, bevésett motivu-
mokkal - a harangedényes technikara jellemzéen - savo-
san diszitett edényen a kora bronzkori kulttrak szdmos
eleme megfigyelhets.35-3¢

Az edény diszitémotivumanak forditott helyzet( (sza-
javal lefelé forditott) nézete ravilagitott arra, hogy az
aszimmetrikus fiilek és azok diszitése szimbolikus értel-
mezésti motivumokat jelenitenek meg. A perembél kiin-
dulé széles szalagfiil forditott nézete sordn egy novényi
motivum, fa rajzolédik ki, a lombkoronat a plasztikus
disz hatarolja. Az ellenkezé oldalon az atfart kis szalag-
fulbél kiindulé plasztikus disz (,bajusz”) bekarcolt cik-
cakk diszitést hatarol, a Pannonhalmi tti edény parhuza-
ma alapjan a viz motivumaként hatdrozzuk meg. A be-
karcolt diszitémotivumok forditott helyzet(i értelmezése
is megfelel pl. a Pannonhalmi uti (fent leirt) edény abra-
zolasmoédjanak. (A Pannonhalmi Gti edény novényabra-
zolasa - a bekarcolt V, valamint a cikcakk motivum - azo-
nos az tidtilésori edény diszitésével; 6. kép 1/a, 2).

A Nap, Hold és fa sematikus jelképekben megjelené
formait déli eredettinek tartjuk, amelyek elterjedésében a
Somogyvér-Vinkovci és a proto-Nagyrév-kultardk jat-
szottak a kozvetitd szerepet, eljuttatva azokat nemcsak a
Harangedény - Csepel-csoport, de a kora Nagyrév- és ké-
s6 Zsinegdiszes kultdra tertileteire is. A szimbolizmus és
absztrakci6 e formdja a Harangedény - Csepel-csoport
népénél eddig ismeretlen volt.

Mindezek utan felvet6dik a kérdés, hogy a harangedé-
nyeken gyakran feltting, bepecsételt cikcakk motivum
megfelelhet-e viz (illetve folyadék) sematikus dbrazolasa-
nak, illetve az edényen megjelené motivum utalhat-e an-
nak tartalmara. A korabban feltételezett, majd kritikdval
illetett feltevés, miszerint a harangedényekben alkohol-
tartalmu folyadékot tartottak, a Spanyolorszagban kiki-
sérletezett kémiai és mikroszkopikus moédszer segitségé-

vel beigazolédott. A halotti szertartds, valamint a telepii-
léseken a vezetSk vendégvaroé tinnepei (“hospitality ritu-
als”) sordn a kollektiv ivés is feltételezhet6 (italaldozat,
libatio), amelyben az alkohol, a sor fontos szerepet jat-
szott.®

A Harangedény - Csepel-csoport albertfalvai telepiilé-
sén feltart ives oldalt hazak tdjolasanak vizsgalata soran
els6 izben sikertilt rémutatni arra, hogy a hazak épitésé-
nél nem csak a kornyezeti hatasok (uralkodé szélirany,
maximaélis napsugarzas elnyelésére valo torekvés, geols-
giai viszonyok, a talaj terméképessége stb.), hanem a val-
lasos életet atszovo elképzelések is szerepet jatszhattak
(1. kép 4-5). Budapest-Albertfalva esetében a hazak tenge-
lye majdnem parhuzamos a 141°-os (DK-i) atlagos tajo-
lassal, a statisztikai szérds csak +10°, ami alacsonynak
tekinthet6. Ez az atlagos irdny mindossze 15°-kal van dé-
lebbre attol a ponttél a horizonton, ahol ezen a szélességi
koron a nap felkel a téli napfordul6 hajnaldn. Mivel a ha-
zak tengelye a téli napfordulé napkeltéjének iranyahoz
van kozel, ez azt jelzi, hogy a Nap fontos szerepet jatsz-
hatott e kora bronzkori népesség hitvilagaban.3-42

A Csepel-csoport harom régészeti lel6helyén feltart 18
ives oldalt haz szerkezetét tekintve egyediilallé a Ha-
rangedény-kultara keleti csoportjdban. Dél-Németor-
szagban, Cseh- és Morvaorszdgban godorkomplexumok-
bol rekonstruéltak néhany hézat, az északi csoportban
Nagy-Britannia teriiletén (Newgrange) ovalis alaka ha-
zak, Belle-Tout (Sussex) teleptilésén ovalis és téglalap ala-
ka, mig Gwithian (Cornwall) lel6helyen kor alaka héz is-
mert. A déli elterjedési teriileten a Harangedény-kultara
kor alaka hazait tartak fel, Zambujal (Portugélia), Los
Millares (Spanyolorszag), Mourral (Franciaorszag) lels-
helyeken.*3

A Harangedény - Csepel-csoport Budapest-Albertfal-
va lel6helyen feltart telepiilésén a telepiilés szerkezetére
és a hazak épitésének, tervezésének modjara is fény de-
riilt. A hazak falai egyforma sugara korok ivein helyez-
kednek el, az egy-egy haz falat tart6 coloplyukak két egy-
masba kapcsolédo, azonos sugara kor metszéspontjai ko-
zotti korivek mentén talalhatoak. A hazak kozott megfi-
gyelhet6 kisebb méretbeli kiilonbség nem az eltéré sugér-
bol, hanem a metszéspontok tavolsagabol adodik.* Itt je-
gyezziik meg, hogy a Harangedény-kultira (déli) nép-
csoportjai a temetkezéseknél el6szeretettel hasznaltak fel
ajra (masodlagosan) a kor alakti dolmeneket és folyosés
kamrasirokat (passage graves). A sirok els6sorban zsugo-
ritott csontvazas sirok - korarokkal valé ovezésiik jol
ismert tobbek kozott a Harangedény - Csepel-csoport
szomszédos, cseh-morva teriileten feltart temet6ibdl.
Magyarorszagon el6szor 2005-ben Budakalaszon (Buda-
pesttdl északra, Duna-konyok) kertiltek el6 a Harang-
edény - Csepel-csoport korarkos sirjai, ett6l délebbre ha-
sonl6 temetkezés nem ismert.#5-46

A Csepel-csoport albertfalvai telepiilésének szélén, a
hazak kozelében egy 8,3 méter atmérsjti korarok kertilt
felszinre, amelyrél feltételezziik, hogy a kultuszélet szin-
tere volt. A korarkon beliil két nagyméretti coloplyuk és
harom godor volt. A korarokkal koriilvett tertilet a kol-
lektiv vallasos elképzelések fontos helyszine, a kozosségi
identitas kifejezGje lehetett. A Harangedény - Csepel-
csoport lel6helyein, Budapest-Albertfalvan, Szigetszent-
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mikléson (Szigetszentmiklés-Udiilésor) és Nyugat-Ma-
gyarorszagon (Bucsu-Hosszi Aszi-dil6, Vas megye) fel-
tart hasonlo, ives oldalt hazak épitésének és a korarok 1é-
tesitésének szokasa nem helyi eredetti: nyugat felé muta-
t6 kulturalis tradiciokkal magyarazhat6. Ahogy példaul a
harangedények (Gjabban “standard pottery”) készitésé-
nek és jellegzetes diszitésének technikdja, tgy a kor- és az
ives szerkezetek megvalésitidsianak gondolata is eljutha-
tott a Karpat-medencébe. A kérdés csupan az, hogy az
an. “Beaker-package” egy nyugatrél érkezé népcsoport
Nagyrév-kultira) adoptalasaval keriil ide (mint ahogy
ezt a cseh-morva vidéken is feltételezik?’). Ez utébbi el-
méletnek - magyarorszagi viszonylatban - ellentmond,
hogy a Harangedény - Csepel-csoport jellegzetes leletei
nem jelennek meg a proto-/korai Nagyrév-kultara teljes
elterjedési tertiletén, csupan egy sztik foldrajzi régiora
koncentralédnak, nevezetesen a Duna-kényok-Duna-
volgy mintegy 40 km-es szakaszara, ahol a ,standard”
edényeket készité népcsoport telepiilésszerkezetében is
olyan véltozdsok mutathatéak ki, amelyek a Somogyvar-
Vinkovci és proto-Nagyrév-kultirdkban ismeretlenek.

Bizonyithat6, hogy a Harangedény - Csepel-csoport
népét letelepedésiik utan déli impulzusok érték, azonban
szamolnunk kell a népcsoport identitasat erésit6 hagyo-
manyok dpolésaval. Ezek a hatasok a nyugati elterjedési
tertiletrdl (és elsésorban a kozeli cseh-morva vidékrél, de
ett6] tavolabbi teriiletekrdl is) szarmazhatnak.

Maér kordbban is feltételezték, hogy Nyugat-Eurépa
megalitikus korépitményei (stone circle, stone henge) és
a kés6 neolitikus korarkok, valamint a kés¢bbi csehorsza-
gi aeneolit er6ditések kozotti kapcsolatban azok szocialis
funkcidja érvényestilt. Az albertfalvai korarokkal kapcso-

latban megjegyezziik, hogy az a telepiilés szélén, hazak
kozott létesitett, a kés6 neolitikus korarkoknadl joval ki-
sebb - nyitott, feltételezhetSen kozosségi teret ovezd -
arok volt, amely valészintileg a vallasos élet és tinnepek
szinhelyétil szolgalt. A koncentrikus kor feltehet6en mint
szimb6lum vagy mint az ember altal érzékelhet6/felfog-
hat6 vilagmindenség - a Nap napi és éves ttjat megjele-
nit6 négyes felosztassal - Eurdpa-szerte mér a neoliti-
kumban megjelenik a tobbszoros és dltalaban négy {6 ka-
puval megszakitott korarkok formajaban.48-49

Tanulményunkban a Budapest-Albertfalva lel6hely
dsatasan tett megfigyelések, archaeoastronomiai vizsga-
latok, két kiilonlegesnek mondhaté, arkolt biityokdiszes
toredék és azok analégiai alapjan ramutattunk a Harang-
edény - Csepel-csoport eddig ismeretlen vallasos elkép-
zelésére. A Nap-szimb6lum sematikus dbrazolésa, ha rit-
kan is, de megjelenik a Csepel-csoport kisérSkeramiajan
(,Begleitkeramik”). Elgondolkodtat6é a Harangedény-
kultara nyugati csoportjaban megjelené kor alaka hazti-
pus épitésének és a keleti csoport korarkos temetkezései-
nek szokasa. Az albertfalvai hazak téli napforduléra tor-
ténd téjolasa és a telepiilés szélén, a hazak kozott 1étesi-
tett, korarokkal kortlvett tertilet 1éte még inkabb hang-
stlyozza a Nap szerepét a Csepel-csoport népének min-
dennapi és vallasos életében. A Nap abrazolasa kiilonbo-
z6 formaban (aranykorongok, bekarcolt Nap-motivu-
mok) a Harangedény-kultdra szinte teljes tertiletén meg-
figyelhetd, a jelenséget azonban nem kivanjuk Nap-kul-
tuszként interpretdlni. A Harangedény-kultara hitvilaga
rendkiviil bonyolult, Osszetett és sokszinti, amelynek
csupan része lehet a mindennapokat meghatarozé kor-
nyezeti tényezd, a Nap.






