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Dr. József Jeanplong was born in Pancsova, Hungary on 2 April, 1919. He
finished elementary and high school studies at Szombathely. Then he joined
Faculty of Art at the Pázmány Péter Catholic University during 1938–1943 and
graduated (MSc) in geography and natural science, and became secondary
school teacher in 1943.

He received his doctorates (PhD), from the University of Sciences (Buda-
pest, 1947), in natural science. He joined as an active lecturer at Gödöllő Uni-
versity of Agricultural Sciences from October 1950. He started his university
career at the Botanical Department, as an assistant professor and promoted be-
cause of his excellent research, as an associate professor. He defended his PhD
thesis on the “Rába river flood pastures and meadows coenological and field
examination” in 1971. He retired in 1981, but even subsequently for 18 years,
he was an active professor and researcher at the Department of Botanical Sci-
ences. During 50 years of his teaching and research life, he trained his students
at an exceptionally high level. He had sown seed for the future generation of
agronomists, which serves different field of agriculture science all over the
world.

Nowadays his students are elderly well experts, who think of him always
with love and respect. He is an exceptional lecturer, a very special professor.
He was the one, who introduced tropical botany education at university level
in Hungary. He created the first curriculum on this area. He was an excep-
tional educationalist and research development specialist of plant geography,
coenology and ecology.
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He had been, and still is, a member of several Hungarian biological societ-
ies, and committees. Among others he is member of the Hungarian Biological
Society, the Natural Science Society, and member of the Environmental and
Nature Conservation Committee of Pest County. He is an enthusiastic philate-
list (stamp collector), and member of the Hungarian State Association of Phi-
latelists.

His research activities include many fields of biological science. His pub-
lications are, among others on weed, pasture and meadow ecology, coenology
and yield measurement. He deals with the fauna of tropical and subtropical
areas, phytocoenology. He is one of the first Hungarian production-ecologists;
one of his favourite research topics is botanical history. Related to this topic he
wrote several publications and articles in books: e.g. on the works of Clusius,
Gáyer, Braun-Blanquet and Visnya.

The Clusius Booklet, which he wrote on a professional level, with Austrian
and Hungarian researchers, made his name recognised all over Europe. His
other hobby in addition to the botanical history is dealing with the Herbarium.
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Numbers of his publications are above hundred. His works were pub-
lished among others, in the following scientific papers: Borbásia, Borbásia Nova,
Index Horti Bot. Budapestiensis, Acta Botanica Hungarica, Tilia, Excerpta Bo-
tanica, Phyton, Bull. Soc. Botanique.

He participated in the editorial work of book “Hungarian Culture Flora”
8th volume, with “Lolium perenne and relatives” booklet and its edition (1980).

He is the author of the first (1974) and second (1980) chapter of the univer-
sity Agrobotany Booklet on plant geography. He considered scientific facts,
and making the public aware of them equally important.

He had been abroad on study tours several times, e.g. in Austria, Bul-
garia, China, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, France, Romania and Vietnam.
He visited Switzerland and Liechtenstein as well, where he conducted aerial
geographical research. He could utilise the results of his foreign experiences in
education and in research at home.

In 1991 the Vas County Council awarded him, the Gyula Gáyer Award
for his special botanical research in the county. At the same time Gödöllő Uni-
versity of Agricultural Sciences also honoured him with a special award, the
Honorary Professorship (Honoris Causa Professor).

On behalf of the Department of Botany and Plant Physiology we would
like to wish him good health and many happy.
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